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  Revelation 6:16-17
(16) And they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us, and hide us from
the face of Him Who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb (17)
Because the great day of His wrath has come, and who has the power to stand?"
A Faithful Version   

God quotes two statements of these sixth-seal cavemen. The first is a command to
mountains and rocks. The second is a question. What do their words tell us? What does
their silence tell us?

The first sentence is a somewhat illogical command for the "mountains and rocks" to fall
on them.

» In making this statement, the cavemen demonstrate at least some correct
understanding of the Source of their difficulties. They recognize two Beings
as the cause: "Him who sits on the throne" and "the Lamb." This is
remarkable in itself, since, to this point, they have seen neither Being.

» The cavemen call one of these two Beings "the Lamb." Admittedly, they do
not equate the Lamb with Christ, but the inference is clear that they
understand the Lamb to be Christ, the Word of God. Incidentally, John
makes 26 references to Christ as the Lamb in the book of Revelation.

» Further, the cavemen understand that these two powerful Beings are
angry. In assigning a cause to their difficulties, they utterly shun the voice of
the secularist or the atheist. They do not, for example, blame nature on their
troubles. They do not assert, "It's just a cycle. Nature will clean up the air
and water, and everything will be okay soon." Rather, they squarely identify
the cause of their present problems to be the wrath of the Father and Christ.

» Even more interesting is their silence concerning the Holy Spirit. In their
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dire straits, where their lifestyles have so dramatically changed and their
lives are in clear-and-present danger, they make no reference to the Holy
Spirit as a separate Person of the Godhead. This suggests that they have
abandoned Trinitarian doctrine—remarkable considering the cornerstone
status nominal Christianity has historically accorded to it. We are left to
speculate why they make no reference to the Trinity at this time.

Their second sentence is a question rather than a statement or command. In stating that
"the great day of His wrath has come," they recognize that their situation is special; theirs
are extraordinary times. They rightly realize that they can no more defer the effects of
God's ire than they can blame those effects on nature. Their reference to "the great day
of His wrath" indicates an at least superficial realization that they are facing the Day of
the Lord. In asking, "Who can stand?" they recognize that they are powerless to defend
themselves against the wrath of these two God-Beings.

In short, the window of these people's minds opens up to a substantially different
landscape than what currently exists in our world. Consider how many individuals whom
we would today classify as "the kings of the earth, the great men" would refer to Christ
as "the Lamb"? How many "rich men, the commanders, the mighty men" know about
the prophesied Day of the Lord?

Comparatively few. Perhaps some in America's Bible Belt might use this terminology,
but most individuals in the wider society, the secularized, cosmopolitan mess we call the
Western World, would find these concepts alien to their thinking. Moreover, most of
those who are familiar with the concepts of Christ as the Lamb or the Day of the Lord
also fervently believe in the Trinity—somethingour latter-day cavemen do not allude to at
all.

What is happening here? God has actually begun to transform the religious landscape of
these cave-dwellers as surely as He has commenced to terraform the planet's physical
landscape. These people have listened to the Two Witnesses' preaching, beginning at
the time of the fifth seal. God's Word does not return to Him void (Isaiah 55:11); these
erstwhile movers and shakers have heeded, to an extent. As a result, they have a more
complete—thoughfar from perfect—understandingof God and His purposes. And they
run for the hills!

— Charles Whitaker
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Post-Historic Cave-Dwellers

Related Topics:
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Day of the Lord
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Wrath of God
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