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Daily Verse and Comment

  Jeremiah 28:12-17

(12) Now the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after Hananiah the 
prophet had broken the yoke from the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, 
saying, (13) "Go and tell Hananiah, saying, 'Thus says the LORD: "You 
have broken the yokes of wood, but you have made in their place yokes 
of iron." (14) For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: "I have 
put a yoke of iron on the neck of all these nations, that they may serve 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they shall serve him. I have given 
him the beasts of the field also."'" (15) Then the prophet Jeremiah said to 
Hananiah the prophet, "Hear now, Hananiah, the LORD has not sent you, 
but you make this people trust in a lie. (16) Therefore thus says the 
LORD: 'Behold, I will cast you from the face of the earth. This year you 
shall die, because you have taught rebellion against the LORD.'" (17) So 
Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventh month.

    New King James Version

 charges Hananiah with causing the people to trust in a lie, as well as God
inciting rebellion against Him. His transgressions were so grievous that God 
killed Hananiah two months later—a month for each year in his false vision (

).Jeremiah 28:1-4

Hananiah's prophecy urged rebellion against God in a couple of ways. First, 
Scripture is clear that God had installed Nebuchadnezzar in a position of 
power over this area of . Though not a godly man, he filled a the world
position that God had given him, thus to resist his rule was to rebel against 
the God-ordained order. When Hananiah predicted deliverance in just two 
years, it encouraged Judeans to think that they did not have to submit to this 
foreign king. In this way, he encouraged them to disregard God-instituted 
authority.
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Second, Hananiah's lie subtly altered the reason for their crisis. He redefined 
the foreign domination from something that God deliberately caused (as told 
by the prophets) into something that He merely allowed and would soon 
remedy. The  shifted the explanation of their pitiful false prophet
circumstances from something that God had orchestrated due to the sins of 
His people into a time-and-chance problem that He would reverse.

This removed any need for self-examination. It exonerated the nation and its 
leaders, removing any thought that the people had misbehaved themselves 
into this crisis by rejecting God. By eliminating any thought of cause-and-
effect regarding , Hananiah was in fact encouraging them to continue in sin
their disobedience. Without any apparent consequences for sin, the mind 
begins to reason that sin is not the problem. Hananiah told them everything 
would be fine, but God saw it as teaching His people to rebel.

Something similar is happening today in a small way. Some are promoting 
an idea that the world is actually getting better. It is not a widespread belief, 
but some have taken such a rose-colored view of God that they believe 
mankind's best days are just ahead. They are convinced that there will not be 
catastrophe and death leading up to Jesus Christ's return.

To arrive at such a notion, one must nullify the pattern of God's prophets, 
just as Hananiah did. One has to find new meaning even for the words of 
Jesus Himself in places like the Olivet Prophecy where He plainly says that 
"unless those days are shortened, no flesh would be saved [alive]" (Matthew 

). Under this view, the bulk of Old and New Testament prophecies 24:22
become either merely symbolic or already fulfilled, including all of 
Revelation. And a person must really cherry-pick his evidence to maintain 
the belief that circumstances in the world are improving! Some are actually 
doing this for the sole purpose of giving hope. However, like Hananiah's 
prophecy, it is a false hope.

— David C. Grabbe

To learn more, see:
Hananiah's Error
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 Related Topics:
 Accepting God's Sovereignty

Cause and Effect Principle 
 Cause and Effect Regarding Sin

 Cause and Effect, Spiritual
 Encouraging Others to Sin

 False Hope
 False Prophecies

 God's Sovereignty
 Hananiah's 'Prophecy'

 Hananiah's Error
 Self Examination
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