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Daily Verse and Comment

  Ecclesiastes 3:14

(14) I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can 
be put to it, nor any thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men 
should fear before him. 

    King James Version

What  is doing will add to our awe of Him, and the fear of God is a great God
gift. There can be nothing negative about adding to our respect of God. 
Recall that  states, “The fear of the L  is the beginning of Proverbs 1:7 ORD

knowledge.” However, the fear of God is the also the beginning of , wisdom
understanding, , , and much more because these all flow from God joy peace
as gifts to us because of our contact with Him after being called.

God set the times for many significant events, for example, when  was Jesus
born, when  began to be preached, when He would be crucified, the gospel
how long He was in the grave, and when the Kingdom will be restored. Thus 
we must learn that the operations and times that God sets are thoroughly 
reasoned, permanent, and unchangeable. Whatever God does endures 
forever. He schedules and performs everything at exactly the right time. 
Thus we must grow in trusting God's timing on everything in our lives. It is 
that important to our spiritual well-being.

Despite what events working out in our lives might  like to us from our seem
position as very limited and impatient mortals, God is running a tight ship. 
We can expand this concept of running a tight ship to envelop the entire 
period of the past—to all His sovereign operations beginning with Adam and 
Eve, the calling of Abraham, Jacob having twelve sons, the formation of 
Israel, and so forth. Everything was done at the right time, and in a way, 
doing so emphasizes His sovereignty and well-organized purpose.

https://www.theberean.org
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/17374/eVerseID/17374
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/421/god-is-what.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/16408/eVerseID/16408
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/5721/biblical-wisdom.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/280/fruit-of-spirit-joy.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/273/the-fruit-of-spirit-peace.htm
https://www.biblicaljesus.org/
https://www.truegospel.org/


The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Ecclesiastes 3:14 (https://www.
theberean.org)

Page  of 2 4

God wants to impress on those living by  that He truly wants us to know faith
what He has done and what He is now doing to the degree we can 
understand. For our good, though, He does not want us second-guessing Him 
because doing so is not beneficial to . When we do that, we living by faith
tend to do foolish things.

Regarding timing within God's purposes as He works with us, we cannot add 
to or take anything away from the past. The past cannot be changed; it is 
over. By the same token, we cannot add to or take anything from the future 
either, as it has not yet occurred and because God has His purposes to work 
out. What God wants to do  He wants to do it will invariably be done.when

No human by his sheer effort can hope to alter the course of things. To seek 
to do that is evidence of pride. This is a major reason God sets the times even 
of our trials. He desires to remove every aspect of any argument we might 
have that might lead us to choose some other way of doing things than His. 
Resisting Him produces no good fruit.

This leads to the most helpful conclusion: With God in control of time, we, 
through our experiences, gradually become aware of our sheer helplessness; 
we cannot manipulate time nor manage the times we live and operate in. 
This intense understanding of our helplessness helps us grasp more deeply 
how totally dependent we are on Him to work out His purposes in our lives. 
The humility produced by this awareness is of tremendous value.

We are involved in the ongoing spiritual creation, and the Creator God is the 
Potter, fashioning us into His desire. Humility before Him is an absolute 
necessity. Recall what Jesus says to His disciples in , “For without John 15:5
Me you can do nothing.” That is, we can do nothing toward  purpose. Our His
responsibility is to yield to His purpose. The sovereign God can exercise 
control of all things in the lives of His children, not just time.

Notice how Jesus illustrates an aspect of this in Matthew 10:29-31:
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Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them 
falls to the ground apart from your Father's will. But the very hairs 
of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of 
more value than many sparrows.

His two illustrations show how penetrating and complete is God's awareness 
of what is happening in His creation. Here is the practical point for us: If He 
is aware of a sparrow falling, and we are exceedingly more important than a 
mere bird, how can He not be aware of all that is occurring in our lives?

With this understanding, we can appreciate that we can move forward 
toward God's Kingdom only at the speed He deems is correct for us. This 
gives us far more reason to learn to be content because the speed that He 
moves us is perfectly good for us. God does nothing that is not in our best 
interests.

— John W. Ritenbaugh
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