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  1 Peter 3:1-2
(1) Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not
obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, (2)
when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear.
New King James Version   

Quite a number of translators and commentators read into this verse that the example of
the godly wife wins the husband to Christ. But Peter makes no mention of Jesus in these
verses, nor is he saying that a godly wife has the ability to call (see John 6:44), let alone
convert, an unbelieving husband. God alone retains the power to open a person's mind
and give him the faith that produces spiritual salvation.

This is not to denigrate the power of a good example in the least. Our example is a large
part of whether we are upholding the holiness of God's name or bearing it in vain. Our
example gives evidence of our spiritual paternity, for either we will resemble Satan or we
will resemble God. When we display the same characteristics as our heavenly Father,
He is glorified, and those who observe our good example can see that God's way of life
produces good results.

However, even the very best example will not convert another unless God is also calling
him or her. Even after 3½ years of walking and preaching on earth, the perfect witness
of the Son of God did not convert everyone He encountered. If a good example were all
that was needed, we could expect that everyone who observed Jesus would come to
Him—butthat is not what happened at all! After His death, there were only about 120
disciples (or perhaps 120 families; Acts 1:15). Obviously, God did not call every person
who encountered Jesus—He will call them when they are resurrected.

Clearly, the conduct of a child of God is of utmost importance, particularly in the case of
one spouse being called and converted while the other is not. Yet, even if the believing
spouse sets a perfect example, “chaste conduct accompanied by fear” will not win the
unbelieving spouse for Christ. Instead, the “winning” or the “gaining” in I Peter 3:1 is

http://www.theberean.org
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30426/eVerseID/30427
http://www.biblicaljesus.org/
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26302/eVerseID/26302
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/CGGBOOKLETS/k/421/God-Is-What.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/RA/k/974/Faith-What-Is-It.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.topic/ID/214/Holiness.htm
http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.topic/ID/20/Satan.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26939/eVerseID/26939
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30426/eVerseID/30426


The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for 1 Peter 3:1-2 (http://www.theberean.org)

Page 2 of 2

similar to the gaining of our brother in Matthew 18:15. Just as it may be possible (through
our efforts) to have a more profitable relationship with a brother who sinned against us,
so it may also be possible for a godly wife to gain the heart of an unbelieving husband,
so that he respects her more and begins to let go of his animosity.

This is similar to Proverbs 16:7: “When a man's ways please the LORD, He makes even
his enemies to be at peace with him.” God can cause an enemy to begin looking
favorably on one of His children, and thus the former foe is gained. By our efforts,
though, we can only gain a person in terms of the human relationship. We cannot cause
a relationship to occur between man and God—only God can initiate that.

In the same way, the winning or gaining that Paul is striving for in I Corinthians 9:19-22 is
simply protecting or improving the connection he had with the people he encountered.
His gaining of these people was not the same thing as converting them or of opening
their minds to the reality of God. He was trying not to be unnecessarily offensive, but the
scope of his behavior was entirely on the level of human interaction, not on getting
people saved in a spiritual or eternal sense.

— David C. Grabbe

To learn more, see:
Can We Win People For Christ?
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