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  James 2:10
(10) For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty
of all.
New King James Version   

The whole law encompasses the entire will of God. To break any part of it is to infringe
on that will and therefore become guilty of sin, to become a sinner in principle against
each individual law and the intent of the whole law. Even under human justice systems,
a person becomes a criminal by breaking just one law.

God's law goes beyond physical infractions of rules. For instance, when He directs us to
love our neighbors, He does not ask us to like the way they are. He expects us to give
them forbearance, patience, and help when needed. Passing by a beaten man lying in a
ditch on the road to Jericho may not be legally wrong, but it is unloving (Luke 10:25-37).
Thus, a person doing so is guilty of far greater spiritual sin. He does not love his
neighbor as himself.

In Matthew 22:37-39, Christ tells us how we can fulfill His royal law—bykeeping the two
great commandments:

“You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind.” This is the first and great commandment. And the
second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.

If we want to be part of God's glorious Kingdom, we must face our guilt and overcome
our sins.

— Martin G. Collins
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To learn more, see:
What Must We Do When We Recognize Our Guilt?

Related Topics:
Great Commandment
Great Commandment, First
Great Commandment,Second
Loving God with all our strength
Parable of the Good Samaritan
Patience
Recognizing Our Guilt
Royal Law
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