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Hebrews 2:14-15

(14) Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their
humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power
of death—that is, the devil— (15) and free those who all their liveswere
held in slavery by their fear of death.

New International Version

It istruethat in all of us exists a measure of apprehensive awareness of death
that influences our attitudes and conduct. This fear affects everyone to some
degree, whether intensely or feebly, because this particular fear has a
spiritual source.

Notice that verse 15 says that through the fear of death we are held in
bondage all our lifetime. It does not suggest a never-ending dread, but
Instead a vague influence on conduct, an uncertainty wrapped within a
measure of hopel essness, because we do not fully believe God-given truths
about death.

God does not put people in the kind of bondage implied by this context. The
author is referring to bondage to sin. We know that the source of thisfear is
Satan. Most of the world believes his many horrible lies regarding death: The
living fear the thought of people shrieking in an ever-burning place that
allows no spot of respite from fearsome pains. Some think of death as
endless unawareness and others of wandering, always detached, in the vast
emptiness of space.

Though humanity is certainly aware of death, it does not stop people from
sinning, largely because most do not make a thoughtful, believing

connection between their own sins being the direct cause of death and of
Satan being their spiritual father, even as Jesus told the Jews (John 8:44).
They are thus held in bondage to this deceptive, Satan-induced ignorance. As
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long as death seems far in the future, people generally do not pay it much
attention. However, the fear still resides in their minds and influences their
conduct because of not believing God's truth. So, most people do not fear to
sin except for some social embarrassment because they do not make a clear,
knowledgeable, believing connection between their personal sins and their
own dezaths.

In addition, Hebrews 2:14 tells us that Satan has the power of death. Again,
people do not fear Satan very much either, and many do not even believe that
he exists. Nevertheless, their ignorance does not negate the fact of their
bondage. They are not aware who their slave master is, but he is a person and
has a name.

Hebrews 2:14-15 and its associated verses tell usthat Christ died for usto
break the hold Satan had on us and any that he still has on us through fear of
eternal death that might remain within us. We do not die the hopel ess second
death that the unconverted are still held to. We are free to turn voluntarily to
God, choosing to submit in obedience to Him.

To summarize, we do not have to sinin the face of Satan's powers. We il
occasionally will, but we do not have to submit to the spiritual power that
Satan uses against us. The enslavement is broken. Satan is no longer our
father and master.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

Tolearn more, see:
Ecclesiastes and Christian Living (Part Eight): Death

Related Topics:

'Ever-burning' Hell

Awareness of Death

Connection between Sin and Death
Ecclesiastes and Christian Living-Death
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Hopel essness
Satan as spiritual father
Submission to God

Commentary copyright © 1992-2025 Church of the Great God
New International Version copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society

Page 3 of 3


https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/6922/Hopelessness.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/6675/Satan-as-spiritual-father.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1364/Submission-God.htm
https://www.cgg.org
https://c.cgg.org/index.cfm/r/?s=TeegUSd

