
The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Hosea 7:1-4 (http://www.theberean.org)

Page 1 of 2

  Hosea 7:1-4
(1) whenever I would heal Israel,
the sins of Ephraim are exposed
and the crimes of Samaria revealed.
They practice deceit,
thieves break into houses,
bandits rob in the streets; (2) but they do not realize
that I remember all their evil deeds.
Their sins engulf them;
they are always before me. (3) "They delight the king with their wickedness,
the princes with their lies. (4) They are all adulterers,
burning like an oven
whose fire the baker need not stir
from the kneading of the dough till it rises.
New International Version   

We cannot fail to see the same conditions prevailing in our nation. For God to bring about
repentance and healing, He must first restore a knowledge of His standards. But when
He does, the faithlessness becomes very apparent. It sounds much like Paul saying,
"When the commandment came, sin revived and I died" (Romans 7:9).

Unfortunately, when God exposed the Israelites' sins, they did not repent as Paul did.
Genuine repentance is impossible without a consciousness of sin. Hosea's indictment is
that Israel was not conscious of their faithlessness to God: "They [did] not consider in
their hearts." This shows how "far gone" they were under sin's addiction. They had
become almost completely numb to their spiritual state. Spiritually speaking, they were
sleepwalking through life, unaware of the social disaster they had created and in which
they were wallowing. Faithlessness was the "norm" and generally accepted.

When this faithlessness combines with marriage and promiscuous sex, very few people
will change, despite all the evidence of how destructive this sin is! Syphilis, gonorrhea,
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herpes, chlamydia, AIDS, broken homes, increased illegitimacy, rebellious children,
teens bearing children, and latch-key kids—who see their parents only at bedtime
because both parents work to provide them "with the better things in life"—arejust some
of the effects.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
The Seventh Commandment (1997)

Related Topics:
Addiction to Sin
Addictions
Consciousness of Sin
Faithlessness
Repentance
Standards of Morality
Standards of Right and Wrong

Commentary copyright © 1992-2016 Church of the Great God
New International Version copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society

http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/PERSONAL/k/323/The-Seventh-Commandment.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/884/Addiction-Sin.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/291/Addictions.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/883/Consciousness-of-Sin.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/573/Faithlessness.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/438/Repentance.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/876/Standards-of-Morality.htm
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/875/Standards-of-Right-Wrong.htm
http://www.cgg.org
http://www.cgg.org/r/?s=TeegUSd

	  
	verse

