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Daily Verse and Comment

  Philippians 3:13-15

(13) Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing 
I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, (14) I press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. (15) Let us therefore, as many 
as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise 
minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. 

    King James Version

We must not allow ourselves, like so many in , to consider that the world
salvation is as easy as falling off a log. Did  have to suffer hatred and Jesus
persecution? Did the apostle Paul endure many tough trials? Certainly, each 
follower of Christ named in Hebrews 11 had to experience similar things in 
their times of service. We must adopt the mindset the apostle Paul followed 
to keep himself on track.

He urges us not to allow our attention to be diverted toward some earthly 
desire that our carnality finds appealing and soon morphs into a need. 
Consider Adam and Eve's example. Despite the fact that they literally saw 

 and walked and talked with Him, how quickly their thoughts were God
turned away by Satan's presence and the highly desirable allure of what he 
presented! We must be aware of our vulnerability given the “right” time and 
appeal. A person can stay focused only for himself, so Paul implores us to 
keep our eyes on the goal God has revealed to us.

Jesus taught us to be keenly aware of where our treasure is ( ), Matthew 6:20
and Paul exhorts us to be focused on our heavenly calling ( ). Colossians 3:1-4
We are all somewhat different in what helps keep us inspired, motivated, and 
focused and thus more willing to trust God, patiently pressing on and 
persevering day by day to the end of the course He has set for us.
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For me, it helps considerably when I can grasp a logical progression of steps 
that lead to understanding. In me, this is combined with a worldview that is 
simultaneously vast in scope yet sharply focused so that I can see myself as a 
cog in a vast and wonderful plan He is directing. Not that I think I am a vital 
part of that plan, but I am certainly involved in it. This is such a significant 
and humbling honor that I do not want to disappoint Him!

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Leadership and Covenants (Part Three)

 Related Topics:
 Distractions of Life

 Focus
 Focus, Spiritual

 Vulnerability
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