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  Leviticus 16:20-22

(20) “And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy  the Place,
tabernacle of meeting, and the altar, he shall bring the live goat. (21) 
Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, confess over 
it all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions, 
concerning all their sins, putting them on the head of the goat, and shall 
send  away into the wilderness by the hand of a suitable man. (22) The it
goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to an uninhabited land; and he 
shall release the goat in the wilderness. 

    New King James Version

Most of what happened with the first goat and its blood was out of view of 
the congregation, as it was used to "make atonement for the Holy Place, 
because of the uncleanness of the children of Israel, and because of their 
transgressions, for all their sins; and so he shall do for the tabernacle of 
meeting which remains among them in the midst of their uncleanness" (verse 
16). More meaningful to the people was what happened to the second goat, 
“the goat of departure,” which they could watch as it carried their sins out of 
sight.

One of the best-known Messianic prophecies provides an unambiguous 
fulfillment of the live goat's bearing of sins:

Surely He has  our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we borne
esteemed Him stricken, smitten by , and . . . . He shall God afflicted
see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My 
righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall  their bear
iniquities. Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and 
He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because He poured out 
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https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/992/why-are-we-afflicted.htm
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His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the transgressors, 
and He  and made intercession for the bore the  of many,sin
transgressors. ( , 11-12; emphasis ours)Isaiah 53:4

Scripture also describes the Messiah's “bearing” of transgression as 
acceptance, forgiveness, and pardon ( ; ; ; , 5; Job 42:8-9 Psalm 25:18 28:9 32:1
85:2; ). The Hebrew word means “to lift up,” “to carry,” and “to Micah 7:18
take away.” It is tied to forgiveness because it is as if He carries the sins out 
of sight. While the Bible also uses it to refer to what men do—such as 
“carry” ( ) and “forgive” ( )—it is never used to Genesis 47:30 Genesis 50:17
refer to .Satan

Christ's bearing of sins goes beyond paying the penalty, fitting perfectly with 
one of the meanings of  “complete removal” (compare ). azazel, Psalm 103:12
In , the bearing is linked with intercession. They are not the Isaiah 53:12
same thing, but the parallelism indicates that an active work occurs in 
carrying the sins until they are completely removed from view, figuratively 
“as far as the east is from the west.”

We see the same thing in the New Testament.  says  I Peter 2:24 Jesus
“Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree.” Not only did He bear 
the sins, but He did it by Himself, just as the did ( ) He  azazel Leviticus 16:22 . 
did not share that role. The author writes in , “Christ was Hebrews 9:28
offered once to bear the sins of many.” His single and singular sacrifice both 
cleansed the sanctuary and bore away the sins of many.

— David C. Grabbe
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