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(26) Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the
cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."
(27) So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him;
male and female He created them. (28) Then God blessed them, and God said to
them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the
fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on

the earth."
New King James Version

Two things are made especially plain. God states three times in verse 27 that man is
created. In verses 26-27, He says four times that man is created in the image of God. He
wants us to grasp those points because the same applies to us! Even though we are
now about 6,000 years from when He first spoke those words, these realities have not
changed one iota.

In addition, God clearly gave us beings created in His image authority over animals.
That authority has not been taken from us. This dominion implies responsibility in
managing them that we owe to our Creator.

Many people seek to escape the responsibility of answering to our Creator, devising
complex explanations to deny His existence to themselves and others. They may
reason that, if He does not exist, how can they be responsible for submitting to His
commands?

They will move heaven and earth, as the saying goes, looking for proof to back their
denial of God. The great bulk of mankind lacks the resources, the time, or the education
to make such a search, so for their own benefit, they simply deny His existence by
ignoring Him. These two categories of people are part of the “Nones”™—those who
claim no spiritual attachment whatever—of this generation.
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Others, without making any real effort to search out the truth, create a god or goddess
they are comfortable with and worship him or her to salve their consciences. They do
not seem to grasp that their dodges do not alter their responsibility to conform to what
God laid out in the beginning.

Another category is quite worrisome: the sincere folk who consider themselves
Christian. However, either due to false teaching in their churches or perhaps their own
laziness, they believe that much of the Old Testament no longer applies to them. In their
minds, it has been “done away” along with what they consider Old Covenant laws,
deliberately ignoring what Jesus Himself says about those same laws (Matthew

5:17-20).

However, God's Word still stands, and mankind is still responsible to follow this
covenant, as Romans 1:20-21 declares:

For since the creation of the world, His invisible attributes are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and
Godhead [margin, divine nature], so that they are without excuse, because,
although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful,
but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Leadership and Covenants (Part Five)

Related Topics:

Debased Mind

God's Law Done Away

Man Created in God's Image
Mankind Created in God's Image
Mankind's Dominion over Animals
Mankind's Stewardship Responsibility
Reprobate Mind
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