
  Genesis 7:17-23
(17) Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The waters increased and lifted up
the ark, and it rose high above the earth. (18) The waters prevailed and greatly
increased on the earth, and the ark moved about on the surface of the waters. (19)
And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the
whole heaven were covered. (20) The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and
the mountains were covered. (21) And all flesh died that moved on the earth: birds
and cattle and beasts and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every
man. (22) All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the
dry land, died. (23) So He destroyed all living things which were on the face of the
ground: both man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. They were
destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and those who were with him in the ark
remained alive.
New King James Version   

Amid the prevailing violence of the pre-Flood world, God singled out Noah, called him,
and began giving him the grace he needed to complete what likely seemed like an
impossible assignment. He spent one hundred and twenty years preaching, undertaking
the hard labor to build the ark, and enduring the mockery of his neighbors. When the
Flood came, he faced torrential rains combined with earthquakes that produced
frighteningly huge waves on an endless sea, making him fear for his family's survival.
While never knowing a period of absolute calm, he cared for the animals, including the
birds sent out to reconnoiter conditions outside. When one did not return, and the ark
settled into the soft but stable soil, the lifesaving voyage ended, and the reestablishment
of life on earth began in a world of absolute calm dominated by silence.

From beginning to end, Noah's story has the sense and appeal of a fantastic fictional
tale. Within it are events that may remind us of a superhero conquering every challenge
devised by a mysterious villain to keep him from accomplishing his mission, and saving
his family despite the sacrifices. Since God Himself reports Noah's work through Moses,
his story is not fiction; one man lived the entire experience. Moreover, every person
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born on earth since descends from this one man and his wife.

We do not have to search long to find the cause for God's judgment: man's unending
determination to fill his life with every vile form of sin he could imagine. Humanity needed
to be saved from itself before millions of minds became so set on sinful ways of living
that they could not repent. The step God took—sentencing almost all of mankind to
death—was, in reality, an act of divine mercy before humanity reached that point of no
return.

This current generation of humanity is living in an atmosphere of widespread violence,
which Jesus warned in His Olivet Prophecy would be similar to the state the world was in
as Noah was finalizing the housing of the animals God brought to him. The beginning of
the Flood was only days away.

How much time do we have before God gives the signal for Jesus to return to earth to
establish the Kingdom of God? Before His crucifixion, even Jesus did not know the time
of His departure from heaven, so we do not know either. He admonishes us to be ready
at all times.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

To learn more, see:
Leadership and Covenants (Part Eleven): Signs

Related Topics:
As it Was in the Days of Noah
Being Watchful
God Specifically Sanctified Noah and his Family
Grace Given to Noah and his Family
Leadership and Covenants
Pre-Flood Activities
Pre-Flood Culture
Sober Watchfulness
Vigilance
Watchful Servant
Watchfulness

The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Genesis 7:17-23 (http://www.theberean.org)

Page 2 of 3

https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/PERSONAL/k/489/What-Sin-Is-Does.htm
http://www.truegospel.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Basics.tour/ID/7/Repentance-Belief-and-Gospel.htm
http://www.biblicaljesus.org/
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Audio.details/ID/440/Christian-World-Part-1.htm
http://www.truegospel.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/basics.tour/ID/2/What-Did-Jesus-Preach.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/PERSONAL/k/1756/Leadership-Covenants-Part-Eleven-Signs.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/9621/As-Was-in-Days-Noah.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/19626/Being-Watchful.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/21562/God-Specifically-Sanctified-Noah-his-Family.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/21579/Grace-Given-Noah-his-Family.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/20851/Leadership-Covenants.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/21590/Pre-Flood-Activities.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/4965/Pre-Flood-Culture.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/8013/Sober-Watchfulness.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/1101/Vigilance.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/20077/Watchful-Servant.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/2785/Watchfulness.htm


Commentary copyright © 1992-2019 Church of the Great God
New King James Version copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Genesis 7:17-23 (http://www.theberean.org)

Page 3 of 3

https://www.cgg.org
http://www.cgg.org/r/?s=ZscHgE3

