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  Leviticus 16:20-21

(20) And when he has made an end of reconciling the sanctuary and the 
tabernacle of the congregation and the altar, he shall bring the live goat. 
(21) And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and 
confess over him all the sins of the children of Israel, and all their 
transgressions in all their sins, putting them on the head of the goat, and 
shall send  away by the hand of a chosen man into the wilderness.it

  Revelation 20:1-3

(1) Then I saw an angel descending from heaven, having the key of the 
abyss, and a great chain in his hand. (2) And he took hold of the dragon, 
the ancient serpent, who is  Devil and Satan, and bound him  a the  for
thousand years. (3) Then he cast him into the abyss, and locked him , up
and sealed  over him, so that he would not deceive the nations the abyss
any longer until the thousand years were fulfilled; and after that it is 
ordained that he be loosed  a short time. for

    A Faithful Version

A common view of the  goat—sometimes translated as "scapegoat"—azazel
is that it represents , on whose head the sins of humanity will be placed. Satan
However, the source of this interpretation is the apocryphal .Book of Enoch

In the  “Azazel” is the name of a demon blamed for all the Book of Enoch,
sins of mankind (Enoch 10:8). He is not the chief demon—not actually Satan 
(Enoch 6:3; 9:7). Azazel is bound and cast into darkness, confined to the 
desert until the day of judgment:
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And again the Lord said to Raphael: 'Bind Azâzêl hand and foot, 
and cast him into the darkness: and make an opening in the desert, 
which is in Dûdâêl, and cast him therein. And place upon him 
rough and jagged rocks, and cover him with darkness, and let him 
abide there forever, and cover his face that he may not see light. 
And on the day of the great judgment he shall be cast into the fire. 
(Enoch 10:4-6)

Bizarrely, all of humanity's sins are ascribed to this demon, not to the chief 
demon, yet in Leviticus 16, the sins are allegedly placed on Satan's head. If 
this demon is the fountainhead of mankind's sins, why is Satan held 
responsible? Even so, this is the clever counterfeit that links the Hebrew 
word  with something evil. Without the  nothing ties azazel Book of Enoch,
Leviticus 16 to the binding of Satan.

Notice the contrast between what happens to the biblical  (“goat of azazel
departure” or "complete removal") and what befalls Satan. God's purpose for 
the  is to “bear on itself all their iniquities to an uninhabited land.”  goatazazel
His purpose for Satan's binding is “so that he should deceive the nations no 
more till the thousand years were finished.” These purposes are also 
completely dissimilar.

Satan's binding effectively and thoroughly stops his work as the “prince of 
the power of the air” ( ). While the pit facilitates temporary Ephesians 2:2
protection from his influence,  will release Satan to deceive again (God

). Satan remains unrepentant and continues his evil work. Revelation 20:7-8
His binding provides a reprieve but no atonement.

In contrast, the live goat acts as a substitutionary sacrifice, and by itself, this 
nullifies the possibility of it representing either Satan or another demon. The 
goat's role was to bear iniquities. In the ritual, the sins were those of the 
children of Israel. Scripture provides multiple witnesses that  Jesus Christ
bears mankind's sins ( ; ; ) and that Isaiah 53:11-12 I Peter 2:24 Hebrews 9:28
God would lay the iniquity of us all on the Messiah ( ).Isaiah 53:6
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Conversely, neither Satan's nor a demon's sins are in view in Leviticus 16. 
An unblemished animal—symbolizing sinlessness—could in no way 
represent either of them, and for the same reason, neither qualifies to be a 
substitutionary sacrifice. In addition, there is no biblical basis for placing 
humanity's sins on Satan's or a demon's head.

 makes no mention of atonement, justification, Revelation 20:1-3
reconciliation, cleansing, propitiation, human , or any other theme found sin
in Leviticus 16. Instead, Satan is bound to curtail his influence on the 
nations, not to satisfy God's justice. Scripture provides no legal foundation 
for his binding to pay the debt for sin, whether his own or mankind's. The 
wages of sin is death, and the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ (

), but the confinement of Satan neither pays those wages nor Romans 6:23
facilitates that gift.

— David C. Grabbe
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 Related Topics:
 Azazel Bearing Sins

 Azazel Goat
 Binding of Satan

 Binding of Satan not for Atonement
 Binding of Satan not for Expiation of Sins

 Binding to Keep Satan from Deceiving the Nations
 Book of Enoch

 Escape Goat
 Humanity Influenced by prince and power of the air

 Purpose of Satan's Binding
 Satan's Binding Not Solution to Human Sin

 Scapegoat

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/31040/eVerseID/31042
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/489/what-sin-is-does.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28092/eVerseID/28092
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/1757/who-fulfills-azazel-goat-satan-christ-part-five.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/21078/Azazel-Bearing-Sins.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/20290/Azazel-Goat.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3341/Binding-Satan.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/21989/Binding-Satan-not-for-Atonement.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/21573/Binding-Satan-not-for-Expiation-Sins.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/21574/Binding-Keep-Satan-from-Deceiving-Nations.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/20813/Book-Enoch.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3349/Escape-Goat.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/17665/Humanity-Influenced-by-prince-power-of-air.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/21569/Purpose-Satans-Binding.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/21986/Satans-Binding-Not-Solution-Human-Sin.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/3350/Scapegoat.htm


The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for Leviticus 16:20-21 
(https://www.theberean.org)

Page  of 4 4

Commentary copyright © 1992-2021  Church of the Great God
A Faithful Version copyright © 2013 . All Rights Reserved.A Faithful Version

https://www.cgg.org
https://www.cgg.org/r/?s=IsYjCKB

