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Matthew 5:17-20

(17) "Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; |
have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. (18) | tell you the truth,
until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest |etter, not the least
stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until
everything is accomplished. (19) Anyone who breaks one of the least of
these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called
least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these
commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. (20) For | tell
you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.

New International Version

Some Biblestitle this paragraph, “ Jesus Fulfills the Law.” The sense in which
many professing Christians use the term “fulfills’ is not inspired Scripture.
In this case, it does not mean “accomplishes by keeping” or “does away
with,” asjudged against what He taught in what immediately follows.
Fulfills, in this case, means “fills to the full,” “fully exemplifies the conduct
It covers,” or “expandsto its fullest intent.” Consider His subsequent
illustrations carefully:

Y ou have heard that it was said to those of old, “Y ou shall not
murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.”
But | say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a
cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever saysto his
brother, “Racal” shall be in danger of the council. But whoever
says, “You fool!” shall be in danger of hell fire. Thereforeif you
bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother
has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar,
and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then
come and offer your gift. Agree with your adversary quickly, while
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you are on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the
judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be thrown
into prison. Assuredly, | say to you, you will by no means get out
of theretill you have paid the last penny. (Matthew 5:21-26)

His teaching shows Him raising the acceptable level of obedience far higher
than what people ordinarily considered as satisfactory behavior. Jesus
expands the scope of sin in the sixth commandment from outright murder to
also include ahigh level of anger in certain situations! Matthew 5:27-30
shows the same pattern in this teaching on the seventh commandment:

Y ou have heard that it was said to those of old, “Y ou shall not
commit adultery.” But | say to you that whoever looks at a woman
to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from
you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members
perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. And if your
right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for itis
more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for
your whole body to be cast into hell.

The same conclusion is true of this commandment and also for each of the
others He expands during His Sermon on the Mount. Far from doing away
with God's commandments, He raises the standards of acceptable behavior
far higher.

— John W. Ritenbaugh

Tolearn more, see:
Why Hebrews Was Written (Part One)

Related Topics:
Adultery beginsin Heart
Antinomian Influence on Christianity
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Antinomian Protestantism
Antinomianism

God's Law Done Away
God's Thoughts Higher than Ours
Jesus Fulfilling the Law
Jesus Magnifies the Law
Murder Begins as a Thought
Sin Beginsin the Heart

Sin Beginsin the Mind
Sinisan Internal Matter
Spirit of the Law
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