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  John 1:13

(13) who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
    New King James Version

"Not of blood" refers to the fact that there is no physical generation process by which we can become 
sons of .God

"Nor of the will of the flesh" indicates that we were not looking for God—we did not know what to 
look for. We knew about a lot about gods ("there are many gods," Paul says in ), but I Corinthians 8:5
we did not know what the God of the Bible was like. That is what we have to come to know. That is 
where eternal life resides—in knowing God ( ). We did not know Him.John 17:3

We did not know Him because we did not know what to look for. Even though we may have been 
searching for "God," we were not really searching for the God of the Bible, as we had no idea what to 
look for. We would never have looked for a God who commanded the keeping of the  or the Sabbath
holy days. Those are "Jewish." Our minds have been prejudiced in many different directions. We 
never would have looked for the God of the Bible.

John is showing it in another way—that we were not born by physical generation. We did not come 
to know God through any act of our own will, but rather it was something that came as a gift from 
God entirely.

— John W. Ritenbaugh
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John (Part 3)

 Related Topics:
 Eternal Life as Knowing the Father and Christ

 Gift of God's Calling
 God's Calling
 Knowing God

 Searching for God

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26058/eVerseID/26058
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/421/god-is-what.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28533/eVerseID/28533
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26763/eVerseID/26763
https://www.sabbath.org/
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/1398/john-part-3.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/1398/ap/1/john-part-3.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/20875/Eternal-Life-as-Knowing-Father-Christ.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/18664/Gift-Gods-Calling.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/658/Gods-Calling.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/358/Knowing-God.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/5896/Searching-for-God.htm


The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for John 1:13 (http://www.theberean.org)

Page  of 2 2

Commentary copyright © 1992-2020  Church of the Great God
New King James Version copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

https://www.cgg.org
http://www.cgg.org/r/?s=ZscHgE3

