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‘(Tlp‘rnan Daily Verse and Comment

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4

(3) Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come,
except there come afaling away first, and that man of sin be revealed,
the son of perdition; (4) Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all
that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the
temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.

King James Version

Scripture indicates just how far this defection from truth—the falling away—
goes. In three places, the Bible says that when Christ returns, people will
mourn when they see the One from whom they have distanced themselves
and oppose (Matthew 24:30; Zechariah 12:10; Revelation 1:7). In Revelation

1.7, John says that every race or clan will be dismayed—apparently
including most physical |sraelites—because the falling away will be so
widespread. The falling away does not have to include every person, but as a
generality, the creation will defect from its Creator, leading to ready support
of aman who exalts himself above God.

Even though the scope of |l Thessalonians 2 is more indicative of the world
than the church, this trend will still put pressure on us. The spirit of the age
guides the world, but it also aways influences the church to some degree. As
one evangelist once said, “If it isin theworld, it isin the church.” Peter
gives us warning:

Y ou therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware
lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with
the error of the wicked; but grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and
forever. Amen. (11 Peter 3:17-18)
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Thisisthe conclusion to awarning that in the last days there will be scoffers,
walking according to their own lusts, and denying the surety of Christ's
return. This, too, indicates a defection from once-held truth. Peter says that,
since we have been warned about these things, we must stand vigilant
against them. He warns against falling from our steadfastness or losing our
spiritual stability. Obvioudly, the apostle did not believe in the Doctrine of
Eternal Security, and there is good reason for his warning.

The danger for usis probably not a ready acceptance of atheism, nor a
sudden sprint into one of the rising belief systems. The greater threat isthe
slow and gradual one, the peril of neglect, of apathy, of little compromises
that set the stage for larger defections. Without a steady walk with God and a
consistent practice of His Word, we may forsake the rare understanding that
we have been given in favor of the wisdom of men and the opinions of the
day. Even now, in corners of the church of God, baptized members shrug at
things that the Creator God calls abominations. These viewpoints do not
arise from the Word of God, but from its dismissal, as the ideas of the age

fill in the crackslittle by little.

True Christians believe that this present world will end when Christ returns.
God has a superior way of life for mankind, and that way is open now to
those whom He has called in this age. However, when He returns, the door
closes for us. Those who have alove of the truth will be on the victorious
side, and those who do not will be condemned. They will have had their
pleasure in unrighteousness, and God will give them over to what they have
been seeking all along.

In verse 18, Peter counsels us to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus
Christ. If Heisthe desire of our hearts, we will seek Him, and He will be our
reward. If the world iswhat we find attractive, we will love the world and
perish with it.

God does not direct usto arrest the falling away that is taking place in the
world, but to make sure we do not let things slip in our lives. We are
urgently warned to take heed that no one deceives us (Matthew 24:4), to take
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care lest we be weighed down by the cares of thislife (Luke 21:34), and to
take heed lest we fall (I Corinthians 10:12), so that the day of Christ's return

will be aday of victory for us rather than a day of condemnation.

Tolearn more, see:
The Falling Away
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