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Matthew 7:1-5

(1) "Do not condemn others, so that you yourself will not be condemned,;
(2) For with what judgment you judge, you shall be judged; and with
what measure you mete out, it shall be measured again to you. (3) Now
why do you look at the sliver that isin your brother's eye, but you do not
perceive the beam in your own eye? (4) Or how will you say to your
brother, 'Allow me to remove the diver from your eye’; and behold, the
beam isin your own eye? (5) You hypocrite, first cast out the beam from
your own eye, and then you shall see clearly to remove the sliver from
your brother's eye.

A Faithful Version

Y ears ago, aminister of my acquaintance gave a sermonette in which he
suggested that every time we had car problems, we should try to find a
constructive spiritual parallel or analogy. Perhaps bald tires could represent a
lack of faith, or low oil on the dipstick, alack of Holy Spirit. In that spirit,
when we see spiritual faults in others, we should convert them into mirrors,
examining our own spiritual progress and looking for similar thingsin
ourselves that grieve God's Holy Spirit.

Whileliving in Texas, | drove Interstate 20 five days a week between mile-
markers 565 and 614, and | noted all kinds of disgusting driving behaviors,
including tailgating, cutting others off, excessive slowness, excessive speed,
aggression, and timidity. People shook their fists at me in rage for not going
fast enough and also for going too fast!

Y et, when | was late for an appointment, | become similarly annoyed and

frustrated about people driving at a snail's pace. When atailgater followed
me too closely, my carnal nature urged me to step on the brakes and give
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him a good scare. The strange thing about these rude behaviorsis that when |
do the same despicable things to other people, they do not seem nearly as

offensive.

Seeing our behaviors—good or bad—mirrored in someone else is something
every parent has experienced. How many parents have ever said, “ Just wait
until you become a parent. You'll know exactly the way | feel”? We parents,
for good or bad, transfer our values and our ways of doing things to our

offspring.

Tolearn more, see:
SpecksasMirrors

Related Topics:
Bible as Spiritual Mirror

Blindspots
Carnal Nature

Carnality

|gnoring a Character Flaw

|gnoring Feelings of Guilt

|gnoring our Faults

Ignoring our Sins

Mirror as Metaphor

Mirror, Law as Spiritual

Mirror, Seeing in a Mirror

Physical Blindness Mirrors Spiritual Blindness
Rudeness

Speck in Brother's Eye and Plank in Y our Eye
Spiritual Blindspots

Transferring of Guilt
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