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"An appeaser is one who feeds a crocodile, hoping it will eat him 
last."
—Winston S. Churchill

16-Apr-21

Appeasement (Part Two)

Part One introduced the concept of —"granting concessions to appeasement
potential enemies to maintain peace"—and provided a few examples of the 
policy at work before World War II and during the more recent Antifa riots 
in Portland, Oregon. Upon analyzing the various examples, a notable 
conclusion is that appeasement never works. It often just emboldens the 
aggressors to take advantage of the weakness they perceive in those who 
appease them.

In this vein, I present as Exhibit A my hometown of almost sixty years, the 
Windy City, Chicago, Illinois. Frankly, Chicago is broke—its bond rating is 
at Ba1, otherwise known as "junk status," which is only two steps above 
recently bankrupt Detroit, Michigan, and its public school system, both of 
which rate at Ba3. Amazingly, Chicago Public Schools rank even lower, at 
B1.

When Rahm Emanuel won Chicago's mayoral election in 2012, the city of 
Chicago had a $30 billion pension debt of its own, and Chicago Public 
Schools had a one-billion-dollar deficit. In addition, the city's teacher 
pension debt had recently ballooned to a breath-taking eight billion dollars. 
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Mayor Emanuel had an opportunity to rein in some of those costs during 
negotiations with the Chicago Teacher's Union (CTU).

It would be an understatement to say that the CTU has deep and serious 
problems. Besides its crushing debt load, the CTU has negotiated the shortest 
school day and year among large municipality school districts. It also has 
dozens of nearly empty and underperforming schools. The CTU, however, 
did not care about rectifying these problems. Instead, the union went on 
strike for a week, and Mayor Emanuel's resolve buckled. He ended up 
acceding to their demands for higher pay, giving them a 17 percent raise 
over four years.

Last year, a similar opportunity presented itself to current Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot in her first contract negotiations with the CTU. The unfunded 
liabilities of the Chicago Teachers' Fund had grown to at least $12 billion 
(and it may be much higher). The mayor could have called the union to task 
and demanded that it work with her to remedy the fiscal crisis confronting 
the city and its taxpayers. But she did not. Like her predecessor, she offered 
an extremely generous contract to the union. She herself called it "the most 
generous" contract ever.

The teachers thought differently, though, calling a strike, this time for eleven 
days. After the mayor capitulated, teachers' salaries would rise between 24 
and 50 percent over the five-year agreement—and this is in a school system 
that has shrunk by almost 28 percent over the last two decades. Their actions 
should not be surprising. According to the , the CTU struck  Chicago Tribune
eleven times between 1969 and 2019 and had threatened to strike eight other 
times.

An article on this compromise at  concludes, "It's unfortunate Wirepoints.org
that Mayor Lightfoot apparently doesn't understand cause and effect. . . . If 
she had possessed more resolve a year ago, ‘we' [ ] wouldn't be here." We sic
can only hope that the mayor is learning that in this world, appeasement 
never works.

However, for Christians, the Bible shows a form of appeasement that always 
works. John the Baptist spoke of this kind of appeasement in , "The John 1:29
next day John saw  coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of Jesus

https://www.chicagotribune.com/opinion/editorials/ct-editorial-cps-pandemic-reopening-ctu-bargaining-clout-20210114-ybln2okzyzedzcxaphru3tx6he-story.html
https://wirepoints.org/chicagos-ctu-cps-and-strikes-a-history-of-appeasement/
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26074/eVerseID/26074
https://www.biblicaljesus.org/
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 who takes away the sin of !" Our Savior's death paid sin's God the world
penalty in full.

But it does more: The Bible twice ( ; ) refers to Jesus as the I John 2:2 4:10
, "the  for our sins" (emphasis ours). This Greek word hilasmos propitiation

describes "a sacrifice that appeases the  and makes God wrath of God
propitious (favorable) toward human beings." A propitiation is an offering to 
appease or satisfy an angry, offended party. These two verses in I John both 
speak of Christ's blood as an atonement for all confessed sin that appeases 
God's wrath.

In the , the  represents the just payment for sin, Old Testament sin offering
showing our need for a Savior. Like Adam and Eve cast out of the Garden of 
Eden after their sins ( ), our sins have likewise cut us off Genesis 3:22-24
from the Creator. The ultimate sin offering given by Christ, however, 
provides for our continued communication with God.

Israel's priests burned the sin offering outside the camp ( , 21). Leviticus 4:12
Although it appeased God's just requirement of a payment for sin, it was not 
a sweet-savor offering because of the presence of sin. God mercifully 
forgives the sin based on Christ's perfect sacrifice, but He takes no 
satisfaction in it because sin is abominable, hateful, and evil to Him. Even 
so, our Savior's death satisfies the requirements for breaking God's law and 
appeases the Father's anger. He, too, died outside the camp (Hebrews 13:11-

).12

However, the living sacrifices represented by the burnt, grain, and peace 
offerings are called fragrances of appeasement to the Lord. Notice Exodus 

 in the : "And you will turn into smoke on the 29:18 Lexham English Bible
altar all of the ram; it is a burnt offering for Yahweh; it is a smell of 

, an offering by fire for Yahweh."appeasement

These "sweet aroma" offerings represent different aspects of the life of 
Christ. It is only because of our Savior's sinless life and death that we now 
have an opportunity to conduct ourselves in sacrificial  toward God and love
men in a way that satisfies our heavenly Father. In other words, Christ's 
propitiation provides the appeasing sacrifice, giving us the chance to live 
worthwhile lives of spiritual growth and service to and for God.

https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/421/god-is-what.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/440/christian-and-world-part-one.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30553/eVerseID/30553
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30614/eVerseID/30614
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/4807/wrath-god.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/1867/do-we-need-old-testament.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/830/the-offerings-of-leviticus-part-six-sin-offering.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/78/eVerseID/80
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/2808/eVerseID/2808
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30253/eVerseID/30254
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30253/eVerseID/30254
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/2355/eVerseID/2355
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/2355/eVerseID/2355
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/guides/id/212/love-bible-study-guide.htm
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In this world, the only appeasement that will ever truly work is our Savior's 
life and death.

- John Reiss

From the Archives: Featured Sermon

 Confronting the Field of Battle
by Martin G. Collins

We are in deadly, mortal battle with evil satanic principalities, which means 
we need to put on the entire armor of God, not just the defensive parts of the 
armor, but the offensive also, proactively rather than reactively assuming out 
part in the spiritual battle. While we know that we are unequal to the battle 
with our own puny carnal strength, we also know that the "letting Jesus do it 
entirely for us" approach espoused by Protestantism is patently unbiblical. 
Both secular and religious people today do not take Satan's evil power 
seriously, preferring to join Quixote-like Social Justice causes such as 
climate change, equality, and tolerance for outlandish perversion. The values 
of this culture are controlled by Satan and enforced by the nefarious Deep 
State. As Paul warned us, we do not battle men and women, but the demonic 
forces in the heavenly realms working through these deceived educational 
and political agents, mind-controlled by Satan, who want to dilute the clear 
plain truth of God into muddy gray areas. If our focus is on Christ, we move 
out of the weeds of half-truths, gray areas, and corruption, into the marvelous 
light of truth and righteousness. As we put on the spiritual armor, we realize 
that we cannot passively "let God do it for us," but we also cannot go to the 
other extreme of thinking we can wield those spiritual weapons by our own 
puny strength without the power of God. We are called to a full-fledged 
battle to battle, wrestle, and struggle against our own carnal nature, the pulls 
of the world, and Satan's influence. The Scriptures warn us that life is not 
going to be easy and we are required to be an active part of the conquering, 
relying on the power of God, equipped with the mind of Christ, who has 
already conquered Satan and has overcome the world.

https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/4804/confronting-field-battle.htm
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From the Archives: Featured Article

 The Offerings of Leviticus (Part Six): The Sin Offering
by John W. Ritenbaugh

The sin offering is the first of the non-sweet-savor offerings in Leviticus. 
John Ritenbaugh explains the atonement made through Jesus' perfect 
offering of Himself for us—and our obligations to Him as a result.
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