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"Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely."
—Lord Acton

02-M ay-03
You Fight and War

While suffering under the tyrannical, secular regime of Saddam Hussein, the
Iragi people were more personally free from the murderous, religious
radicals of the various Islamic sects. This"peaceful” religion is one the
President of the United States admires for its "peaceful” teachings and way
of life. The news media esteemsit for its "peaceful” American-flag-burning
ralies, and "peaceful" suicide-bombing-children chanting, "Death to Bush!
Death to Americal”

Maybe | am missing something here, but | just do not see any peacein it. It
should have been obvious that, once coalition forces "won" the war, the lraqgi
people would view America and Britain as liberators and saviors. After all,
"A person convinced against hiswill is of the same opinion still!" Thereis
the rub—against their will!

What is the motivation behind this "peaceful” religion and its " peaceful
disciples? Simply put, it is power . It motivated Saddam, who controlled
their will through tyranny. Now that their self-will isfree to expressitsalf,
the true, nasty face of their "peaceful" motivation has reared its vicious head
in Irag, asit has elsewhere in the world in the form of terrorism.
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Recently, the Shiite Muslims demanded the ouster and better yet (from their
perspective) the destruction of the Sunni Muslims. The Shiites want the
power to rule, to lord it over, and destroy those "ungodly"—or should it be
"un-Allah-ly"?—sinning Sunnis. After all, they just do not kill as many
infidels for Allah.

Wait aminute! Isthat not the same type of "power" struggle Catholics and
Protestants have waged for centuries, where both have demanded the
removal of the other from power? It is such a good thing that it does not
happen anymore—or does it? Sadly, yesit does. It not only happened in
previous centuries in Europe, England, Ireland, American Colonies, and
other areas around the world, this power struggle continues today. Sectarian
strifeis still amajor factor in Northern Ireland.

In al religious confrontations, the motivation is the desire for power. Itisa
desire to have the upper hand, to control the target of one€'sdesires. To
acquire power, human nature will suspend truth in favor of alie that will
further the acquisition of more power. Boris Pasternak, the Soviet poet and
author of Dr. Zhivago, said, "Asfor the men of power, they are so anxious to
establish the myth of infallibility that they do their utmost to ignore truth."
Truth is meaningless and virtues frowned upon by those who acquire power
by any means.

The prophet Isaiah worded this rejection of truth thisway, "Woe to those
who call evil good, and good evil; who put darkness for light, and light for
darkness; who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!" (Isaiah 5:20).

The apostle James spelled out very clearly the spiritual principle that answers
the age old question:

Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not
come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members?
You lust and do not have. Y ou murder and covet and cannot obtain.
Y ou fight and war. Y et you do not have because you do not ask.

Y ou ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may
spend it on your pleasures. (James 4:1-3)
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The disciples of thisworld's religions pray to their gods, asking for power to
advance their religion, their desires, and their pleasures. But their prayers are
amiss because they are not based on the truth of the Almighty God. They ask
for successin violence to further their pleasuresin religion. They enjoy
exerting power over others.

What a contrast that isto God's religion of truth applied without bias or
prejudice for the benefit of humanity. Christ's true disciples are known by
the characteristic of humility not power. They conduct themselves by truth,
mercy, and love—not by hostility and violence.

- Martin G. Collins

From the Archives. Featured Sermon

The Right Use of Power
by John W. Ritenbaugh

Of all creation, man is the only creature made in God's image and given
dominion over the rest of creation. When God breathed in the spirit of man
(Genesis 2:7) to enable thinking, feeling, and creating, He imbued God-like
characteristics, giving mankind the capability of subduing, controlling, and
directing the rest of creation—a power not given to animals (Genesis 1:26,
28). With dominion comes responsibility to maintain (Genesis 2:15). The sad
history of mankind shows that he has badly mismanaged his power, bringing
about disease, war, and famine. Such people will be brought into account
(Revelation 11:18). God's Spirit enables us to direct this power in a
responsible, godly manner.

From the Archives. Featured Article

Judging Our Brothers
by John W. Ritenbaugh
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The subject of judging isasensitive onein thisage. Is it proper for
Christians to judge matters? What does the Bible say on the matter?

If you would like to subscribe to the C.G.G.
Weekly newsletter, please visit our Emall
Subscriptions page.
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