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"True knowledge lies in knowing how to live."
—Baltasar Gracian

11-Nov-05

Man's Natural Spirituality

It is not uncommon to hear of hardened soldiers—trained to fight, kill, 
destroy, cuss, and drink—throwing themselves on grenades to save their 
buddies. Perhaps we catch a news broadcast about a multimillionaire 
donating a large chunk of his estate to pay for scholarships for the 
disadvantaged. Maybe we notice a food-and-coats-for-the-homeless drive 
held by a group of schoolchildren, or we applaud an honest Joe who turns in 
a lost wallet or a purse full of cash.

Many of us have scratched our heads over the fact that some unconverted 
people in  do a great deal of good. Every community has a handful the world
of souls who lead lives of self-sacrifice and  toward others. Some of kindness
these people have a kind of piety and  that puts some of us to shame. faith
Indeed, some would argue that, not too long ago, the  person on the average
street was more sincere, generous, and devout than many Christians are 
today. Frankly, these charitable behaviors make Christians wonder whether 
there is much difference between themselves and those in the world—or 
even if these people are more converted than they are!

What gives? Why do we struggle to do good, yet some people seem to do it 
so naturally?

https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/440/christian-and-world-part-one.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/guides/id/511/kindness-bible-study-guide.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/974/faith-what-is-it.htm
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Elihu declares in , "But there is a spirit in man, and the breath of the Job 32:8
Almighty gives him understanding." Job's young friend utters a truth that is 
self-evident to those whose minds  has opened but is hidden from carnal God
perception. God has endowed man with a human spirit that places him higher 
than the animals, giving him intelligence, emotion, speech, skills, and 
abilities similar to but lower than God's own abilities. This spirit allows 
humans to function with free moral agency, to choose what behaviors they 
will follow.

This human spirit, however, has no moral compass in itself; it is essentially 
neutral, though it tends to be dragged down by the needs and desires of our 
flesh. A young child can become a saint or a sinner, depending on the 
training he receives, but if he is left to his own devices, as  Proverbs 29:15
warns, he will ultimately bring shame on his family. This principle results 
from the fact that Adam and Eve, who, as mankind's representatives before 
God in the Garden of Eden, set the pattern of choosing the knowledge of 
good  evil rather than God's offer of knowledge that leads to eternal life (and

; 22).Genesis 3:1-6

Human beings, then, come in an array of moral hues, from black as  to sin
white as the driven snow and every shade in between. Humanity has 
produced Adolf Hitler, who attracted millions to his cause, as well as Mother 
Theresa, who repulsed millions with her Catholic beliefs. At base, we are all 
mixed bags, capable of the heights of altruism and the depths of egoism. It 
all depends on what we choose to do, yet our record tends toward the dark 
rather than the light.

In , Paul explains that man's essentially neutral spirit is I Corinthians 2:11-13
distinct from God's Spirit. The human spirit understands only what the 
human mind can discover. If a man wishes to understand and do truly godly 
things, he must have God's Spirit, which He freely gives upon  repentance
and conversion. This Spirit from God is "not the spirit of the world" (verse 
12), which is "the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in 
the sons of disobedience" ( ). Paul goes on to say that God's Ephesians 2:2
Spirit teaches us things beyond any  discovered by the human spirit (wisdom

).I Corinthians 2:13

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/13637/eVerseID/13637
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/421/god-is-what.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/17240/eVerseID/17240
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/57/eVerseID/62
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/489/what-sin-is-does.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28406/eVerseID/28408
https://www.truegospel.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Basics.tour/ID/7/Repentance-Belief-and-Gospel.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29232/eVerseID/29232
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/5721/biblical-wisdom.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28408/eVerseID/28408
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Within this passage, Paul hints at the fact that the human spirit, when it is 
under the inspiration of the spirit of this world, can counterfeit the wisdom 
that comes from God's Spirit alone (see ). A carnal II Corinthians 11:13-15
person's works may seem "right," but they are still acting under the guidance 
of the "natural spirituality" that is part of the spirit in man.

Consider the Ten Commandments. Most of us probably know people who 
agree that they are fine laws and strive to keep them. Does this mean they are 
converted? No! At best, men naturally follow at least the last six because 
they can see by the human spirit that they produce an ordered and peaceful 
society. The first four commandments, however, require God's Spirit to 
understand fully.

Paul confronts this issue head-on in , admitting that the Romans 2:14-15
unconverted often follow God's law even if they have no knowledge of it. He 
calls them "a law to themselves," meaning that the rules they follow are their 
own, not God's, though they may agree with God's law at points. How? 
Because the spirit God breathed into Adam in the Garden of Eden allows 
them to reason out a correct moral sense—at least partially. Generally, 
though, man's moral sense is partly right and partly wrong, yet 
fundamentally hostile to God ( ).Romans 8:7

Nevertheless, the human spirit is so incredible that, in varying degrees 
depending on the individual, it can reason out parts of God's truth on its own 
and put them into action. But by no means does this mean such people are 
converted!  and the apostles are unambiguous about conversion being a Jesus
special calling by God ( ; ), marked by the indwelling John 6:44 II Timothy 1:9
of another Spirit ( ; ), God's Spirit, that is I Corinthians 3:16 II Timothy 1:14
holy and begets us as His children ( ).Romans 8:9-14

In , 32, Peter provides the key to the difference between the Acts 5:29
converted and the "good" yet unconverted of this world: God's people obey 
Him rather than men, and God gives His Spirit to those who obey Him. In 
other words, a converted person will have and use God's Spirit and obey His 
law diligently and increasingly, while natural man will be guided only by his 
"natural spirituality" and be a law to himself. Because He will do what feels 
right "in his heart," he will occasionally perform good works with which 
God would be pleased. As Jesus so bluntly puts it, even evil men give good 

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29003/eVerseID/29005
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/27977/eVerseID/27978
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28124/eVerseID/28124
https://www.biblicaljesus.org/
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26302/eVerseID/26302
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29819/eVerseID/29819
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28427/eVerseID/28427
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29824/eVerseID/29824
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28126/eVerseID/28131
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/27089/eVerseID/27089
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gifts to their children ( ). Even a blind squirrel finds an Matthew 7:11
occasional nut.

So, while we may be put to shame by someone's good works from time to 
time, remember that God's Spirit working in us makes all the difference: 
"But we have the mind of Christ" ( )!I Corinthians 2:16

- Richard T. Ritenbaugh

From the Archives: Featured Sermon

 How the Human Mind Shapes What We Believe
by Martin G. Collins

Our society has determined that everyone's opinion is of equal value, 
regardless of how ridiculous and sinful it is. There are numerous fallacious 
reasoning patterns to which we can all fall prey. These twisted thinking 
patterns are seen in a number of incidents recorded throughout the Bible as 
well as in our daily lives. As we, through the power of God's Holy Spirit and 
the mind of Christ, continue to grow in godly knowledge, we should learn to 
recognize and guard against these deceptive thought patterns (or anything 
else that exalts itself against the knowledge of God) displacing them with 
godly wisdom- pure, peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy (James 3:17), in short, 
taking on the divine nature of God.

From the Archives: Featured Article

 Beware of Philosophy
by Mike Ford (1955-2021)

In the end, philosophy is merely man's search for answers without God. 
Mike Ford exposes philosophy's fundamental faults and directs us toward 
real truth, found in God's Word.

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23328/eVerseID/23328
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28411/eVerseID/28411
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/571/how-human-mind-shapes-what-we-believe.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/526/beware-of-philosophy.htm
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