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"It doesn't take such a great man to be a Christian; it just takes all
thereisof him."
—Seth Wilson

24-Aug-01
The True Gospd (Part 4)

Members of the Worldwide Church of God remember Herbert W. Armstrong
frequently turning to Mark 1:14-15 to thunder out the truth that the gospel
Jesus proclaimed is focused on the Kingdom of God. In fact, Jesus own
words bear this out: Only once does He modify the word "gospel,” and He
does so with the phrase "of the kingdom." In accordance with their Savior's
usage of the term, Matthew, Mark and Luke call it nothing other than this. In
several other places, Jesus speaks of "preaching the kingdom of God" to the
people.

The Kingdom of God is a huge subject in itself, but its basic meaning
whittles down to God's dominion, rule, governance or realm. In many places
In the Gospels, such as His parables (Matthew 13) and the Olivet Prophecy
(Matthew 24-25), Jesus points to a future establishment of God's Kingdom
on the earth. Notice Matthew 16:27: "For the Son of Man will comein the
glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according
to hisworks."

On the other hand, the Kingdom of God is now ruling over those whom God
has called (Colossians 1:13), though they have not yet inherited or entered it
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because they are still flesh (I Corinthians 15:50). The called and chosen
await the return of Christ at the last trumpet when He will change their
mortal, corrupt physical bodiesinto immortal, incorruptible spirit bodies like
His (I Corinthians 15:51-52; Philippians 3:20-21; | Thessalonians 4:14-17; |
John 3:2).

Thus, the Kingdom of God has both present and future implications. It isa
present reality in a spiritual sense for those who believe the gospel in that
God rules over them already. As such, they are subject to all the laws and
responsibilities being part of God's Kingdom entails. When Christ returns
and sets up His government on earth, the gospel will have prepared them for
rulership with Him (Revelation 19:7-8). They are presently watching for,
praying for and expecting its fullness at any time (Matthew 24:32-44).

As afuture event, the Kingdom of God implies that the gospel concerns
itself with prophecy as well. Though many biblical prophecies predicted the
coming of Jesus Christ asaMan to die as our Savior, many more prophecies
concern His second coming as King of kings and Lord of lords. The
Christian hope revolves around the belief that He will come again, put down
all rebellion against Him, grant eternal life to His saints, and establish a
Millennium of peace, prosperity, and spiritual growth for surviving
humanity. The gospel includes this message of afuture utopia

What we seg, then, isthat "the gospel of the Kingdom of God" is a general
term that covers more than just an announcement of God's Kingdom. It
contains the teaching about the soon-coming establishment of God's
government on the earth, aswell asits present rule over those God has
called. It includes instruction for preparing the elect for their responsibilities
in His Kingdom, particularly regarding character development in God's
Image. In away, "the gospel of the Kingdom of God" is an umbrellaterm
that encompasses the entire revelation of God to man in the Bible. Paul calls
this "the whole counsel of God" in Acts 20:27.

Part Five will highlight Jesus urgent command, "Repent, and believe the
gospel "

- Richard T. Ritenbaugh
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From the Archives. Featured Ser mon

Knowing Christ (Part 3)
by John W. Ritenbaugh

Sacrifice (as an act and asaway of life) is absolutely necessary for the
working out of God's plan. In taking undue attention off the self, sacrifice
creates peace, prosperity, cooperation, and most of all, character. As called
out royal priests (I Peter 2:5) we need to carry the principle of sacrifice into
our lives to maintain the relationship established by the covenant, offering
living sacrifices by our reasonable service and overcoming (Romans 12:1-2)
, praise (Hebrews 13:15), and perhaps even martyrdom (Philippians 2:17).
Sacrifice stifles and kills human nature- which causes intense pain asit cries
out for satisfaction. Thankfully, God never requires us to sacrifice anything
that will ultimately be good for us.

From the Archives: Featured Article

Just What Do You Mean . . . Kingdom Of God?
by Herbert W. Armstrong (1892-1986)

Isit the church? Isit something "set up in the hearts of men"? Isit "the good
within you"? Isit "the Millennium"? Each of these is widely taught—yet
noneis right! The shocking truth is here made plain!

If you would like to subscribe to the C.G.G.
Weekly newdletter, please visit our Email
Subscriptions page.
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