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"All issues are political issues and politics itself isamass of lies,
evasions, folly, hatred, and schizophrenia.”
—George Orwell

28-Aug-09
Liberal Lion or Liberal Lyin'?

With the death of longtime Massachusetts Senator Edward "Ted" Kennedy
this past week, the American people are provided another "teachable
moment" in this summer of teachable moments. According to the
mainstream media, with the exception of afew courageous pundits on Fox
News, Kennedy was "the Lion of the Senate," a shaggy but noble figure
whose very presence in the world's most exclusive club brought progress and
bipartisanship to an otherwise unruly and divided collection of decidedly
lesser beings. Whatever the measure before the Senate, he could forge an
alliance with a colleague across the aisle and craft a compromise bill that
made both sides giddy with feelings of accomplishment and victory.

Okay, time to wake up from our trip to Fantasyland.

Granted, Kennedy was by all accounts an affable, likeable fellow in public
and private and certainly toward those who shared his liberal vision. It isaso
true that he spent 47 years in the Senate making deals with moderate or
liberal Republican Senators to push through legislation that incrementally
accomplished his goals. Finally, it isdifficult to find even political enemies
of hiswho will speak disparagingly of him as a person, especially now that
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he is dead. Evidently, despite his money, power, position, and "Kennedy
aura," hewas ajovial, amiable man.

Y et, here is the teachable moment: Notwithstanding the charming veneer,
Ted Kennedy was not a good man, and his politics were not beneficial for
the United States. All of this begs the question: Why are Americans
constantly duped by well-dressed, well-spoken snake-oil salesmen posing as
concerned advocates for needed progress? From Franklin Delano Roosevelt
to John F. Kennedy to Jmmy Carter to Bill Clinton and now to Barack
Obama, Americans seem to love liberals who promise utopia yet produce
only more government control and spend more of our money.

In spite of the mainstream media's self-imposed silence on the matter, Ted
Kennedy's sins are well-known. His appetites for alcohol and women are
legendary. The most notorious incident of hislife occurred in July 1969 on
Chappaguiddick Island. Y oung Mary Jo Kopechne died in a fathom of water
under Dike Bridge, after the first-term Senator, who was married, panicked
and left the overturned, submerged car in which they had been driving home
from a party. Kennedy later returned with two friends to rescue her, but he
never reported the accident to authorities. The car was pulled from the water
the following morning and identified as his, whereupon he gave a statement
to the police.

He later pleaded guilty to leaving the scene of an accident after causing
injury. The judge gave him a suspended two-month sentence, and his license
was suspended for about sixteen months. At the inquest, requested to be held
secretly by Kennedy-family lawyers, the presiding judge found that Kennedy
had been negligent, but the district attorney decided not to pursue
manslaughter charges against him. The next year, Kennedy was reelected to
his seat, receiving 62% of the vote.

His actions at Chappaquiddick affected the lives of only a small number of
people, but his numerous political actions throughout his Senate career
involved millions of Americans. Hisfirst major piece of legislation was the
Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965, the law that in essence opened the
floodgates to millions of illegal aliens, producing the immigration fiasco this
country now faces. About it, Kennedy declaimed on the floor of the Senate:
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First, our citieswill not be flooded with amillion immigrants
annually. Under the proposed bill, the present level of immigration
remains substantially the same. . . . Secondly, the ethnic mix of this
country will not be upset. . . . Contrary to the chargesin some
quarters, [the bill] will not inundate America with immigrants from
any one country or area, or the most populated and deprived
nations of Africaand Asia. . . . Inthefinal analysis, the ethnic
pattern of immigration under the proposed measure is not expected
to change as sharply as the critics seem to think. . . . The bill will
not flood our cities with immigrants. It will not upset the ethnic
mix of our society. It will not relax the standards of admission. It
will not cause American workersto lose their jobs.

In fact, the critics were correct, as subsequent events have proved.

Heis also known for his devastating, Senate-floor attack on Judge Robert
Bork, only minutes after his nomination to the Supreme Court was
announced by then-President Ronald Reagan. Judge Bork isahighly
intelligent, civilized, even witty man, but one would think he was nothing
short of Hitlerian after hearing Kennedy's scathing verbal assault:

Robert Bork's Americais aland in which women would be forced
into back-alley abortions, blacks would sit at segregated lunch
counters, rogue police could break down citizens doorsin midnight
raids, schoolchildren could not be taught about evolution, writers
and artists could be censored at the whim of the Government, and
the doors of the Federal courts would be shut on the fingers of
millions of citizens for whom the judiciary is—and is often the
only—protector of the individual rights that are the heart of our
democracy.

In this spirit, he and other Senators engaged in an unprecedented offensive to
scuttle Bork's nomination, an action that has become a recognized verb, "to
bork." Judge Bork has since written that Kennedy later said it was " nothing
personal,” but as vicious as the attack was, that is hardly likely.

L astly, the present healthcare reform legislation is as much the product of his
mind and ambitions as anyone's. With his death, Democrats are seriously
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considering placing his name on the bill, changing it from the wounded
"Obamacare" to "Kennedycare," a more sympathetic moniker. No matter
what it will ultimately be called, it will still be horribly damaging to
American freedom, the healthcare system, and the free-market economy.

Which bring us back to the "teachable moment." How long have we known
and repeated the old saying, "Don't judge abook by its cover?' It is clear
that, as a nation, we have not learned the lesson. Have we in God's church
learned it? Can we tell a good man from a bad one? Can we discern a servant
of God from a servant of Satan? Can we tell the difference between true,
godly love and human nature's counterfeit? Remember Paul's command in |
Thessalonians 5:21: "Test all things; hold fast what is good.”

- Richard T. Ritenbaugh

From the Archives. Featured Ser mon

Developing Discer nment
by Martin G. Collins

Maestro Arturo Toscanini had the ability to anticipate mistakes or sense
when something was amiss. Human discernment, according to Dr. M. Scott
Peck, can be developed and exercised, triggering early warning systems with
the reactions of revulsion and confusion when confronted by the presence of
evil. Discernment can be developed by paying close attention to a person's
vocabulary, histone of voice, laughter, and body language. True spiritual
discernment is a gift from God imparted through His Holy Spirit, enabling us
to judge between good and evil, comparing things in life with God's word to
see whether it matches God's standard. Like human discernment, spiritual
discernment must be exercised by daily use until it becomes a habit.

From the Archives. Featured Article

Consider the End!
by Staff
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Hebrews 9:27 informs us of the unhappy fact that we are all going to die.
Even in death, we should show godly love toward our survivors, which we
can do by taking certain legal and organizational steps now to cover this
eventuality.

If you would like to subscribe to the C.G.G.
Weekly newsdletter, please visit our Email
Subscriptions page.
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