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"When a man forgets himself, he usually does something that 
everyone else remembers."
—Anonymous

26-Oct-01

Halloween Rising

Howls of protest arose when the mayor of Fort Worth, Texas, advised 
residents not to allow their children to trick-or-treat from door to door this 
year, due to the recent terror attacks on the U.S. His critics prated on several 
"how dare he?" themes: How dare he "cancel" ? How dare he take Halloween
such "fun" from our children? How dare he dampen our  esprit de corps
during our war on terrorism? How dare he further stifle our recessed 
economy? How dare he!

Though this happened in just a few places, it became a modest national 
uproar, even appearing as a major topic on national talk shows. A majority of 
Americans just  Halloween—many enjoy it more than , July love Christmas
Fourth, and Super Bowl Sunday! In terms of its impact on the economy, it 
already ranks second to Christmas, and it is comparable to Super Bowl 
Sunday and St. Patrick's Day in beer sales. Only Christmastime sees more 
sales of holiday decorations, and of course, candy sales are off the charts 
before Halloween!

What is the attraction? Are people really into ghouls, spirits, devilry, and 
monsters? Are Americans really that attracted to the otherworldly theme of 
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the holiday? No, probably not. Polls to the contrary, most Americans do not 
believe in demonic or even angelic spirits enough to think of Halloween as 
some kind of celebration of them. The answer lies in the donning of 
costumes and the consumption of alcohol: Halloween is the year's biggest 
escape from reality!

The ancient Celtic celebration of Samhain (November 1), from which All 
Saints' Day and All Hallows Eve derive, was a kind of New Years holiday. 
Along with the days immediately before and after, it was special because the 
Celts believed that the boundary between  and the spirit world this world
relaxed or lifted, allowing spirits to cross between them more easily. As this 
idea terrified superstitious people, they mollified the spirits by leaving out 
food and treats so that they would not curse them. Some practiced various 
forms of divination to contact departed loved ones. Druids thought this to be 
the best time to seek guidance from the dead, and the bards sought 
otherworldly inspiration for their poetry and song.

Another interesting aspect of Samhain's celebration is that the Celts 
considered it to take place in "no-time," that is, neither in the old year nor the 
new. Since this "no-time" was a time to itself, normal laws, order, strictures, 
and customs were held in abeyance for these three days of merriment. People 
thus did whatever they pleased.

So, the fool held court as the wise man. The baseborn acted as the noble. The 
servant became the master. Women dressed as men, and vice versa. Farmers 
turned out their cattle, pigs, and sheep from their pens and pastures, allowing 
them to roam free. Some entered houses through windows rather than doors. 
No work was done because it was a time of total abandon: of revelry, 
feasting, drinking, taking dares, disguising oneself, and pretending to be 
something one was not. Those three strange days were "chaos time."

Our modern version, Halloween, is a "tame" descendant of this Celtic 
celebration, and its popularity is rising steadily. Revelers use the holiday as 
an excuse to escape their mundane, banal, yet stressful lives and "take a walk 
on the wild side." Laws, customs, mores and order cease for a short time, as 
participants indulge themselves in whatever they desire.

https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/440/christian-and-world-part-one.htm
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Probably most consider it "blowing off steam" or "having a good time," but 
self-indulgence is . Instead of releasing the pressure by coming out of a sin
world conducting its affairs apart from  ( ), celebrants God Revelation 18:4
compound their troubles by adding on sin and its destructive consequences.

We have been called to a different life, one in which we "put off" our former 
corrupt, lustful conduct and "put on" new habits and behaviors that reflect 
the righteous and holy life of  ( ). Paul Jesus Christ Ephesians 4:22-24
concludes in , 15-16:Ephesians 5:8-12

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 
Walk as children of light (for the  is in all fruit of the Spirit goodness
, righteousness, and truth), proving what is acceptable to the Lord. 
And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of those things 
which are done by them in secret. . . . See then that you walk 
circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil.

- Richard T. Ritenbaugh

From the Archives: Featured Sermon

 Halloween
by Richard T. Ritenbaugh

Halloween has seen a recent surge in popularity, now ranking second only to 
Christmas in retail sales. There is no doubt, however, that Halloween should 
never be celebrated by true Christians. Not only is it pagan in origin and 
practice, but it also promotes self-indulgence, deception, and other ungodly 
behaviors. Far from being a harmless holiday, Halloween has the potential to 
destroy our relationship with God.
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 Pagan Holidays
by Martin G. Collins

Though the holidays of this world in some ways counterfeit God's holy days, 
it is obvious that they are very different. God's Word shows that we should 
not be involved in them!
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