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"The more I learn, the more I realize I don't know."
—Albert Einstein

18-Jan-02

Deep Thinkers

A recent article in a respected American magazine tries to explain the now 
well-known "red and blue map" that shows that—geographically, at least—
more of America supported the Republican candidate for president than the 
Democrat candidate. One of the author's points is that inhabitants of the red 
areas of the country are more Christian and less educated than those in the 
blue areas. When all the twaddle is stripped away, the author is implying that 
Christians are not very intelligent!

Christianity has the unfortunate reputation of being a religion for the simple. 
The apostle Paul's comments in  are often I Corinthians 1:26-29
misunderstood and misapplied:

For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to 
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. But  God
has chosen the foolish things of  to put to shame the wise, the world
and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame 
the things which are mighty; and the base things of the world and 
the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which 
are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should 
glory in His presence.

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28390/eVerseID/28393
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/421/god-is-what.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/440/christian-and-world-part-one.htm
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In a sense, Paul's words are a snapshot in time; they only describe the reality 
of the situation when God calls us. Moreover, they are generalities—the 
norm—to which there are always exceptions. Paul himself was certainly no 
intellectual lightweight. Early Christian history has several traditions of 
converts among the Emperor's court, senators' families, and various high-
born houses both in Rome and abroad. Still, generally, God calls His 
potential children from the middle to lower classes of the great mass of 
humanity.

Since such are our likely origins, our question must then be: "Does God want 
us to remain foolish, weak, base, despised, and nothing?" No! He desires us 
to be humble and think of ourselves as nothing, but He does not want us to 
remain in the condition from which He has called us. He is working in us so 
that we can eventually become wise, mighty, noble, glorified, and something 
humanly incomprehensible.

Anyone reading the Bible should be able to realize that God's every 
instruction is designed to promote spiritual  ( ; growth Malachi 4:2 Ephesians 4:

; ; etc.). Stagnation and backsliding are anathema to God 15-16 II Peter 3:18
(for instance, Jeremiah 3; ; ). How often does Hebrews 6:4-8 II Peter 2:20-22
God say something to the effect that those who do not grow and produce 
fruit will be pruned, and if they still do not produce, they will be cut down 
and burned in the fire ( )? God creates and produces, and He John 15:1-8
wants to see His children do the same.

If God has made us in His likeness, and He is creating His Son's image in us, 
is it not reasonable to believe that God wants us to learn to think like His 
Son? In fact, Paul says in  that we already have the mind I Corinthians 2:16
of Christ! He means that by God's Spirit, given to us after , we can baptism
begin to think and evaluate as Christ does (see also ). If Philippians 2:5-8
God expects us to learn to think like Christ, a great deal of growth in our 
ability to think must occur.

True Christianity is a thinking-person's religion! The doctrines of God may 
be simple in their fundamental principles, but they are almost inexhaustibly 
profound in their particulars and ramifications. Applying God's instruction to 
any situation requires careful and deliberate thought. Paul says, "[T]he Holy 

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23141/eVerseID/23141
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29288/eVerseID/29289
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29288/eVerseID/29289
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30541/eVerseID/30541
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30049/eVerseID/30053
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30521/eVerseID/30523
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26701/eVerseID/26708
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28411/eVerseID/28411
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/biblestudy/id/541/basic-doctrines-water-baptism.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29397/eVerseID/29400
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Scriptures . . . are able to make you wise for salvation through  which is faith
in Christ . . . . [They are given] that the man of God may be complete, Jesus
thoroughly equipped for every good work" ( , 17). Serious II Timothy 3:15
study, meditation, and prayer require deep thought.

Additionally, as Christ's return nears, only the truly thoughtful—the deep 
thinkers—will be able to see through the cloud of deception  and his Satan
agents will produce ( ; ). Thus, Peter warns us: Matthew 24:24 Revelation 12:9
"But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in 
your prayers" ( ).I Peter 4:7

God gives Ezekiel an interesting vision in which water running from God's 
Temple is measured every thousand cubits. It is at first ankle-deep, then knee-
deep, then waist-deep, and finally too deep to stand in ( ). Such Ezekiel 47:1-5
is the knowledge of God. As we progress in understanding, the depth of 
God's revelation increases proportionately until we are literally swimming in 
the limitless expanse of God's mind! It can be overwhelming, but it is also 
exhilarating and mind-expanding that God has opened such knowledge, 
understanding, and  to us.wisdom

No matter how deeply we have waded into the "water," more depth awaits. 
We can never plumb its bottom. But is it not satisfying—and rewarding—
and right—to try?

- Richard T. Ritenbaugh

From the Archives: Featured Sermon

 Four Views of Christ (Part 1)
by John W. Ritenbaugh

The Bible paradoxically is both simple and profound, understandable only to 
those who have been called, love the truth, and are given to careful scrutiny, 
enabling the searcher to describe every nuance of what it is they desire. The 
obsessiveness of both a lover and a sports-trivia enthusiast characterize the 
level of effort involved. The life sustaining manna of the Bible, while 

https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/974/faith-what-is-it.htm
https://www.biblicaljesus.org/
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29869/eVerseID/29869
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/167/satan-part-1.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23982/eVerseID/23982
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30901/eVerseID/30901
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30454/eVerseID/30454
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/21681/eVerseID/21685
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/5721/biblical-wisdom.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/236/four-views-christ-part-1.htm
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abundant and plentiful, is hidden—layered in types, symbols, and allegories. 
In the typology of the four Edenic rivers flowing from one source (Genesis 2:
10) and the four living creatures (Revelation 4:6-8: lion, calf, man, and 
eagle) lies the foundation for understanding the gospels as four distinct 
representations of the same Life.

From the Archives: Featured Article

 Growing to Perfection
by Charles Whitaker (1944-2021)

Charles Whitaker shows that spiritual growth mimics our physical growth to 
maturity. If we continue in the process, we will "grow into" our potential as 
God's children.
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