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"The fundamental premise of liberalism is the moral incapacity of
the American people.”
—Alan Keyes

09-Nov-12
Past the Tipping Point

Every four years here in the United States, we hold a national election that is
billed by many as "the most important election in the history of this
country." It is often framed in black-and-white terms. good versus evil, the
end of our Republic, avote for individual freedom, atitanic battle of
worldviews, atriumphant return to Constitutional America, the death or
salvation of "the land of the free," and so forth. In most cases, such
descriptions are so much hyperbole, red-meat marketing phrases guaranteed
to rev up each party's base of supporters. Usually, however, the election is
not truly quite so epochal. The electorate's choice istypically between two
fairly ssimilar candidates, one politically slightly right of center and the other
dightly left of center.

When previous campaign seasons have not gone their way, those who
believe that Americais special among the world's nations—the common
usage speaks of " American exceptionalism"—have always consoled
themselves with the belief that the country is still basically Christian and
conservative. The pundits describe the country as still having a"silent
majority" of God-fearing, fiscally cautious citizens who comprise the
backbone of the nation. When the more conservative candidate stumbled,
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supporters could be heard to say, "He may not have won, but we are still a
right-of -center country."

Not anymore.

On Wednesday morning, after surveying President Obamal's electoral victory
over challenger Mitt Romney, conservative author and political commentator
Jedediah Bilatweeted to her followers: "l always hear ‘We are a center-right
country.' No. A center-right country does not elect Barack Obama twice.
Timeto re-evaluate." On her blog, she expanded the thought:

Would a center-right country re-elect the man who ushered in
massive government overreach into the health care system? Would
a center-right country welcome an Obama Doctrine that reeks of
weakness on the international stage? Would a center-right country
embrace class warfare rhetoric and redistribution of wealth? Not in
my book.

We can look at the famous Red-Blue County Map of the nation's voting
preferences and see that, except for a seeming handful of blue (Democrat-
majority) counties, the country appears mostly Republican red. This seems
convincing and reassuring until the map is overlaid with population density
statistics, and then the truth becomes clear: Many of the blue areas are urban
centers, and others are concentrations of minorities that traditionally vote
Democrat. As one blogger put it, the Red-Blue Map "fails to allow for the
fact that the population of the red states is on average significantly lower
than that of the blue ones. The blue may be small in area, but they represent
alarge number of voters, which iswhat mattersin an election.” (The
Electora Vote Cartogram also shows this.) When looked at this way,
America appears to be a mgority |eft-of-center country.

What does "left-of-center” mean? The ssimple Left-Right political spectrum
Isagauge of several attitudes toward government. Historically, Rightists
have supported traditional governmental structures (thus the conservative
moniker), while Leftists have felt free to try new ways of governing (thus,
the progressive label). The most common American view is that those on the
L eft—Iiberals—favor big government and more governmental control and
largess, while those on the Right—conservatives—prefer smaller
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government in all areas of life. More important to Christians is the fact that
most traditional Christians and their denominations have aligned themselves
with conservative principles, whereas secularists, evolutionists, and atheists
mostly support liberal views.

Since true Christians do not involve themselves in the politics of this world,
one might think that the ascendance of American liberalism should matter
little to us, that we can continue to practice our beliefs just aswell in aleft-
of-center nation asin aright-of-center one. But that would be naive. Such a
view ignores the lessons of history—~both recent and biblical. When a nation
goes past the tipping point of morality and upholding Christian principles,
the angle of decent quickly stegpens and recovery becomes nearly
Impossible.

Why? The answer appears in the selfish disposition of base human nature
combined with the law of inertia, which simply put is that “an object in
motion will remain in motion unless acted upon by an unbalanced force."
Human nature, desirous of self-satisfaction, will do everything it can to keep
the "unbalanced force" from correcting its course. People who reject God
and His Word consider themselves to have thrown off the chains of His
demanding way of life and think of themselves as "free" (see Romans 8:7).
God observesin Jeremiah 5:31 that people do not want to be corrected but
love deceit so they can continue in their sins, and Jesus agrees, saying in
John 3:19 that "men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds
were evil."

In other words, human nature, influenced by Satan the Devil and his hatred
of God and of good, has an inbuilt resistance to repentance. People tend not
to like to reform. The repentance of Nineveh was arare and marvelous
exception, as Jonah's astonished reaction attests. God speaks of this
reluctance to return to righteousness in Jeremiah 8:4-6:

Thus says the Loro: "Will they fall and not rise? Will one turn away
and not return? Why has this people slidden back, Jerusalem, in a
perpetual backdiding? They hold fast to deceit, they refuse to
return. | listened and heard, but they do not speak aright. No man
repented of his wickedness, saying, ‘What have | done? Everyone
turned to his own course, as the horse rushes into the battle."
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Thus, America's lurch to the political Left istangible evidence of her moral
and religious decline. She no longer teeters on the fulcrum, indecisive,
faltering between two opinions (I Kings 18:21), but she has chosen to follow
her own counsel and continue to ease God and traditional morality from the
culture. In the coming years, Christians can expect to find themselves
increasingly marginalized and ridiculed for holding "antiquated beliefs."
Religious exemptions may well begin to disappear. If the United States
follows Europe's lead, among other consequences, churches will empty,
religious voices will be ignored, fewer will marry, abortions will rise and
even wanted children will be scarce, euthanasiawill be seen as a practical
option, and ultimately, life will cheapen. The decline of Western civilization,
built on the foundation of Christian values, will have successfully leaped the
Atlantic.

To those who have been watching it closely, the nation's trend toward
liberalism has been evident for many years, but the recent election may have
confirmed it as permanent and irreversible. If that is the case, the promised
curses will not be long in coming (see Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 28). It is
time to make sure that God finds us faithful.

- Richard T. Ritenbaugh

From the Archives. Featured Ser mon

Hypocrisy: Thel ast Sin of America
by Martin G. Collins

Hypocrisy has been elevated to a more egregious position than murder or
adultery, used as a weapon to destroy political opponents. Having itsrootsin
a Greek word denoting 'actor', hypocrisy suggests pretending or deceiving—
afilthy inside disguised by a clean outside. Pride can be considered the
parent of hypocrisy. The scribes and Pharisees, using human reason to
narrowly define the law, making religion an arduous burden, have become
Interchangeable or synonymous with the concept of hypocrisy. The art of
evasion, which they assiduoudly practiced, gave them aloss of proportion as
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to what was really important (Matthew 23:23). The spiritual source of
hypocrisy isthe Father of Lies (John 8:44).

From the Archives. Featured Article

What Sin Is
by John W. Ritenbaugh

Over the last half-century, sin has gone out of vogue. In the secular public's
mind, it isareligious matter and not something of much consequence. But it
matters agreat deal to God because it is not only the cause of all the misery
in the world but also the reason humanity is so far from Him. John
Ritenbaugh explains the basics of sin and what God wants us to do about it.

If you would like to subscribe to the C.G.G.
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Page5of 5


https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/489/what-sin-is.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/email
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/email

