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"The most dangerous of all falsehoods is a slightly distorted truth."
—Georg Christoph Lichtenberg

09-Aug-13

How Revelation Enters the Church

Many years ago, during Herbert W. Armstrong's ministry, we read the 
passage beginning in  quite often. He would tell us that the Galatians 1:6
apostle Paul had written this epistle less than thirty years after Christ's death 
and resurrection, making it one of the earliest-written books in the New 
Testament. He pointed out as amazing and alarming what was already 
beginning to happen within the church:

I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called 
you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, which is not 
another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the 

 of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach gospel
any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him 
be accursed. . . . For do I now persuade men, or ? Or do I seek God
to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a 
bondservant of Christ. But I make known to you, brethren, that the 
gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. For I 
neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came 
through the . ( , 10-12)revelation of Jesus Christ Galatians 1:6-8

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29064/eVerseID/29064
https://www.truegospel.org/
https://www.truegospel.org/
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/421/god-is-what.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/1241/book-revelation.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29064/eVerseID/29066
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Only a little more than a generation had passed since the founding of the 
church, yet false gospels, perversions of the truth, were making serious 
trouble for those early Christians. Paul was warning those in Galatia not to 
listen to those who are trying to persuade them away from the true doctrines 
of God, which they had learned when the apostles had preached the true 
gospel to them.

After warning them, Paul defends himself against the unwritten question, 
"How do we know that you preached us the truth?" He asks in return, "From 
what you've seen of me, do I try to seek the favor of men or God? Do I seem 
to be a men-pleaser?" Clearly, he always put the truth of God before pleasing 
people, and he had had to pay the price for it in persecution and peril (see II 

). He considered these sacrifices proof that he was a Corinthians 11:23-33
true servant of God.

Then, in , he lets them know where the message he had Galatians 1:11-12
taught them came from. He was taught, he said, not by any man (verse 16), 
but by  Himself. Once God had called him on the road to Jesus Christ
Damascus, and after he was baptized, he went down to Arabia (verse 17), 
and stayed there for three years (verse 18). It was there that Christ taught him 
the truth as an apostle "born out of due time" ( ). Christ had I Corinthians 15:8
a special job for Paul and wanted to give Him the same kind of instruction 
that He had given the Twelve.

No one knows if Christ came down and appeared to him, teaching him 
directly, or whether He opened Paul's mind and revealed the truth out of 
Scripture. However, when he went up to Jerusalem three years later and 
talked with Peter, James, and John, he found out that they agreed completely 
on the gospel of God ( ). These apostles understood that Paul Galatians 2:9
was a fellow apostle with them and that he would preach primarily to the 
Gentiles.

By his personal history, Paul shows that he had received the same revelation 
from God that the original disciples had been given. Thus, the gospel that 
Paul preached was the same gospel that Peter, John, and the other apostles 

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29013/eVerseID/29023
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29013/eVerseID/29023
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29069/eVerseID/29070
https://www.biblicaljesus.org/
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28727/eVerseID/28727
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29091/eVerseID/29091
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were also preaching. They all preached from the same Source: Jesus Christ. 
Our beliefs should rest on that same foundation, which is now printed in our 
Bibles. Notice Ephesians 2:19-22:

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but 
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 
God, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in 
whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a 
dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

In terms of revelation from God, this passage informs us that a true 
understanding is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets. In the 
past, God revealed certain things to the prophets in  times and Old Testament
to the apostles in New Testament times, and they wrote those things down 
for our learning (see ; ; ). Jesus Hebrews 1:1 Romans 15:4 I Corinthians 10:11
Christ is called "the chief cornerstone" because He is the true Foundation 
and Source of all revelation. He is the One who joins all the revelation 
together and makes it work. We, then, having this sure foundation, not only 
learn the truth, but also grow by it into the image of Christ.

The apostle continues in Ephesians 3:

For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you 
Gentiles—if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace 
of God which was given to me for you, how that by revelation He 
made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, 
by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in 
the mystery of Christ), which in other ages was not made known to 
the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His 
holy apostles and prophets. ( )Ephesians 3:1-5

Paul uses the subject of God's grace toward the Gentiles as a way to get 
across, not only that he preached the true gospel, but also how truth comes 
into the church of God. It is very simple: God revealed something to him, 
and he, then, wrote it down in a few words, so that we could read and 
comprehend his understanding of this mystery of God's way. That is how it 

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29249/eVerseID/29252
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/1867/do-we-need-old-testament.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29965/eVerseID/29965
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28308/eVerseID/28308
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28579/eVerseID/28579
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29253/eVerseID/29257
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works. God inspired a prophet or an apostle, and he wrote it down. Over 
time, it became Scripture, and now we read it, using the Holy Spirit that God 
has given us, to understand the truth.

At the end of the Bible, in , John warns the reader not to Revelation 22:18-19
add to or take away from the words written in the Book. Essentially, he is 
telling us that revelation from God to man is closed; the canon of Scripture is 
complete. What we need to know for salvation is in the finished work of the 
Bible. Anyone who claims to have a new revelation, that he has some "new 
truth" beyond Scripture, is a false teacher, one of those who "pervert the 
gospel of Christ."

So the Bible is the collected writings of the apostles and prophets to whom 
God gave His precious revelation for all of us to learn and use. God's 
converted children do not need any advanced degrees, courses in higher 
thinking and logic, or any kind of worldly help to understand God's truth. All 
they need is the Word of God and a humble mind that can reason normally, 
and God, by the gifts of His Spirit, provides the understanding.

- Richard T. Ritenbaugh

From the Archives: Featured Sermon

 False Gospels
by Richard T. Ritenbaugh

To distinguish the true gospel from the myriad false gospels, a major clue is 
that any teaching attempting to change the nature of God or Christ or their 
doctrines is anti-Christ and false. In Galatians 1:6-11, Paul suggests that the 
motivation to preach a false gospel (a deadly mixture of truth and error) is to 
please man, pandering to his carnal nature, rather than to please God. The 
true gospel (of the Kingdom of God) comes only by God's revelation, 
producing fruits of faith and eternal life. The best antidote preventing us 
from becoming duped by false gospels is to become a living sacrifice 
(Romans 12:1), totally immersing ourselves into God's service, avoiding evil 
by doing good'much as even a little light dispels the deepest darkness.

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/31099/eVerseID/31100
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/658/false-gospels.htm
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From the Archives: Featured Article

 Beware of Philosophy
by Mike Ford (1955-2021)

In the end, philosophy is merely man's search for answers without God. 
Mike Ford exposes philosophy's fundamental faults and directs us toward 
real truth, found in God's Word.
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