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"Disregard the study of God and you sentence yourself to stumble 
and blunder through life, blindfolded, as it were, with no sense of 
direction and no understanding of what surrounds you."
—J.I. Packer

28-Aug-15

Are the Blood Moons Significant? (Part One)

During the last few years, the blood moons phenomena has taken the 
evangelical world by storm. It is not difficult to understand why, because 
anybody can see that  is churning with chaos, and those familiar the world
with the Bible know that the time right before Christ's return is going to be 
filled with turmoil, to say the least. Because there are prophecies that 
describe the moon turning a blood-red color, it is quite reasonable that 
people should ponder the significance of four lunar eclipses taking place on 
what are frequently called the "Jewish" holy days.

This all started seven years ago when a man named Mark Biltz was inspired 
to do some research on NASA's website, and he noticed that in 2014 and 
2015 there would be four lunar eclipses, which NASA calls a tetrad. Tetrads 
are not necessarily rare, but what is rare is for a tetrad to coincide with the 

, and this is what caught Mark Biltz's attention since he observes holy days
the Feasts of . It has only happened eight times since the time of , God Christ
and the current tetrad makes number nine. That is a curious thing in itself, 
because according to E.W. Bullinger, nine is the biblical number of finality 
or judgment.

https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/440/christian-and-world-part-one.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/497/does-paul-condemn-observing-gods-holy-days.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/497/does-paul-condemn-observing-gods-holy-days.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/421/god-is-what.htm
https://www.biblicaljesus.org/
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It was not long before Biltz's findings were picked up by WorldNetDaily, 
and then news of the blood moons began to spread like wildfire. Most 
recently, mega-pastor John Hagee hijacked Mark Biltz's material. Hagee has 
written a book and made a movie out of it, and has been raking in millions. 
In large part because of Hagee's audience, a great deal of evangelical 
Protestantism is abuzz with what the blood moons could mean.

One of the things that stands out in all of this is that the evangelicals' 
approach is double-minded. A great many of those who are interested in this 
find it significant that these blood moons are happening on holy days  and
simultaneously believe that those same days are no longer holy! They seek a 
sign in the heavens, and yet deliberately avoid the sign of Jonah (Matthew 12:

)—a sign which disproves .  tells us that 38-40 Sunday-worship Psalm 111:10
"a good understanding have all those who do His commandments," so it 
should not surprise us that those who will not observe God's Sabbaths have 
their understanding darkened.

The Bible contains a number of verses which refer to the moon turning red, 
or turning to blood.  is probably the best known: "The sun shall be Joel 2:31
turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the coming of the great 
and awesome day of the Lord." If we were to stop right there, we might be 
justified in thinking that we were on the cusp of the day of the Lord. But the 
problem is that other verses clarify  this verse is actually fulfilled.when

The moon turning to blood is also mentioned in the sixth chapter of 
Revelation:

I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a 
great earthquake; and the sun became black as  of hair, sackcloth
and the moon became like blood. And the stars of heaven fell to the 
earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty 
wind. Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and 
every mountain and island was moved out of its place. (Revelation 

)6:12-14

While the Sixth Seal mentions the moon, notice that it also contains 
disturbances in the sun, plus the stars, and even the sky as a whole. There are 

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23528/eVerseID/23530
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23528/eVerseID/23530
https://www.sabbath.org/index.cfm/basics/faq/id/135/is-sunday-worship-mentioned-in-new-testament.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/15804/eVerseID/15804
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/22343/eVerseID/22343
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/weekly/id/627/sackcloth-spiritual-tool.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30806/eVerseID/30808
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30806/eVerseID/30808
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many things happening here, and the moon turning red is only one part. It 
mentions stars falling and the sky receding, which are not at all related to 
eclipses. When the Sixth Seal is fulfilled, far more than just eclipses will be 
taking place.

There is another critical point about the Sixth Seal. The very reason that 
Mark Biltz was able to research the eclipses is that the earth and the 
heavenly bodies move in predictable orbits, and NASA can do calculations 
based on their regularity. It is only because everything is moving like 
clockwork that we can know where the sun, moon, and earth will be in 
relation to each other at any given time. This is why we can predict eclipses 
centuries in advance—because everything is stable in the heavens right now.

But when the Sixth Seal is opened, the current stability of the firmament is 
completely upended. God tells Haggai twice that He is going to shake the 
heavens ( , 21). In the Olivet Prophecy, Christ says that the powers Haggai 2:6
of the heavens will be shaken ( ). The "powers" indicates the Matthew 24:29
forces of the heavenly bodies. In addition,  says that not only Isaiah 13:13
will God shake the heavens, but that the earth will be moved out of her place 
as well. If the heavens are shaken, and the earth is moved out of its place, it 
will be impossible to calculate things like eclipses. The Sixth Seal is talking 
about cosmic events that come to pass in a way and in a time that we cannot 
foresee. So even if the Sixth Seal is describing eclipses, they will not be 
eclipses which NASA can predict.

Another time-marker here is that these cosmic disturbances happen after the 
, which is the martyrdom of those who have the testimony of God (Fifth Seal

). The three accounts of the Olivet Prophecy make it clear Revelation 6:9-11
that it is only after the time of great tribulation—tribulation unlike anything 
that has come before—that the sun will be darkened, the moon will not give 
its light, and the stars will fall from heaven. So even though we are seeing 
religious violence increasing, we are not to the point where God must cut 
things short for the sake of the elect. Thus it is still a little early to be looking 
for the fulfillment Sixth Seal.

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/22862/eVerseID/22862
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23987/eVerseID/23987
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/17920/eVerseID/17920
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/975/fifth-seal.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30803/eVerseID/30805
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Though the sequence of four blood moons do not match up with all the Bible 
says about the Sixth Seal, they are nonetheless worthy of consideration 
because of the symbolism involved, and because of God's intent for the holy 
days. More next time.

- David C. Grabbe

From the Archives: Featured Sermon

 Are God's Holy Days To Be Kept Today?
by Martin G. Collins

If we do not keep God's holy days, we will deprive ourselves of the 
knowledge of God's plan or purpose. Ancient Israel was termed the Church 
in the Wilderness, a type of the church of God. Leviticus 23 enumerates the 
feasts of the Lord, beginning with the weekly Sabbath, the covenant sign 
between God and His people. Keeping any other day than the Sabbath is an 
affront to God. God gives details as to how to keep each of these 
convocations. The seven annual holy days are not considered Jewish or Old 
Testament, but God's holy days, including the Passover, Pentecost, 
Trumpets, Day of Atonement, and Feast of Tabernacles. Anti-Semitism has 
been, and continues to be, the catalyst for hatred of these annual holy days of 
God. Emperor Constantine condemned Judaizers as anathema to Roman 
Catholicism. The real founder of Christianity, Jesus Christ, kept all the 
annual convocations, never abolishing them or their significance, 
anticipating their continuance in God's Kingdom. John's gospel indicates that 
Christ continued to keep the Feast of Tabernacles and the Last Great Day, as 
well as the Passover, faithfully keeping the festivals outlined in Leviticus 23 
and Exodus 12, providing an example for us. Jesus commanded His disciples 
also to keep these festivals and to teach others to do so as well. The apostle 
Paul also faithfully taught and admonished the Gentiles to keep these days. 
The seven annual feasts are still in force today, and will be kept in the 
Millennium, when everyone will be following in Christ's footsteps.

https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/2561/are-gods-holy-days-to-be-keeped-today.htm
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From the Archives: Featured Article

 The Fifth Seal (Part One)
by Richard T. Ritenbaugh

Following the Four Horseman of the Apocalypse is the Fifth Seal, depicting 
souls under the altar crying out to God for vengeance. Richard Ritenbaugh 
goes into the details of this prophecy of persecution and martyrdom of the 
saints.
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