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"The best thing about the future is that it comes one day at a time."
—Abraham Lincoln

16-Oct-15

Snapshots (Part One)

Some time back, The Weather Channel website featured the creative works 
of , a man who bills himself as a visual artist. Among Reeder's Shawn Reeder
specialties is time-lapse cinematography, and his favorite subject matter is 
the combination of landscapes, weather patterns, and the heavens over a 
period of time. One five-minute movie, consisting of over 100,000 individual 
pictures of various landscape sequences, took more than two years to shoot 
and compile.

Through such sequential pictures at set intervals of time, and slight 
variations in the location of the camera, he has captured stunning events in 
God's creation. Through his work in places like Yosemite National Park and 
New Zealand, he visually chronicles the beauty of natural events, such as 
morning sunlight chasing shadows down a canyon wall. He captures the 
interplay of storm clouds and stabbing rays of light over a lake, and the 
wheeling of the Milky Way above an expanse of desert. With his time-lapse 
photography, he allows us to witness fog rolling in, just like a wave of water.

Many such natural events are taking place constantly, yet for the most part, 
we are oblivious to the changes over time because our minds do not operate 
like one of these cameras. It takes something outside of our natural abilities 

http://www.shawnreeder.com/
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to keep track of the variations and progression of the natural world through 
time. We are not equipped to capture how light, shadow, and weather 
patterns change throughout the day. Instead, we only capture a snapshot, a 
moment, that may be intense while we are in it but which usually fades 
almost immediately.

This effect has a parallel in our walk with . We probably remember our God
calling, our , and the opening of our spiritual insight. At the other baptism
end, we can read the conclusion of the Book and catch a glimpse of where 
we will end up if we hold to the right course. But we are not equipped to see 
each change in us as it happens. We often lose sight of the broad sweep of 
what God is doing with us and for us. It is easy enough to take a snapshot of 
where we are now, of our circumstances, and of how things look from our 
present perspective, but we do not always have the capacity to see how that 
snapshot fits into the overall record of God's work in our lives, let alone what 
the future holds.

Sometimes a snapshot of our lives is particularly dismal and seemingly 
hopeless. Just as any number of the 100,000 individual pictures in that five-
minute film could be ordinary, uninspiring, or even depressing, so also we 
might be focusing on a snapshot of our lives that is not what we would like 
to see, either in terms of spiritual growth or physical circumstance. Yet, a 
single picture misses the broad sweep of both history and what lies ahead. It 
cannot tell us with any accuracy what will happen down the road. The 
fantastic work that God is doing with us is undiscernible through a 
snapshot—there is simply too much in the past and in the future that we 
cannot see.

In his epistle to the Philippians, the apostle Paul begins with an encouraging 
reminder:

I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every 
prayer of mine making request for you all with , for your joy
fellowship in  from the first day until now, being the gospel
confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in 

 (you will complete it until the day of . . . .Jesus Christ Philippians 1:
; emphasis ours)3-6

https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/421/god-is-what.htm
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https://www.truegospel.org/
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The meaning of verse 6 places our initial snapshots, not at the beginning of 
our lives, but all the way back to the first chapter of Genesis, where God 
declares what He is doing. In , Elohim said, "Let Us make man Genesis 1:26
in Our image, according to Our likeness. . . ." When man was created, his 
physical body had the same general form as God's spirit body, but he was far 
from complete. This verse has not yet been fulfilled.

Together, these verses are talking about our destiny of becoming full, spirit-
composed, and glorified members in the Family of God. The work of the 
Creator is continuing, and it will keep going until man is in the  image of God
in the fullest sense.

Notice that Paul begins his letter to the Philippians with a statement of his 
steadfast confidence that  the spiritual work that He has God will complete
begun in His called-out ones. In , Jesus declares that His Father has John 5:17
been working until now, and He is also working. We easily lose sight of this 
work, because our primary senses are physical, and God's spiritual work 
cannot be detected or measured with such crude instruments. We need 
reminders like these that God is fulfilling a divine purpose, completing His 
good work, even as our moment-to-moment—or snapshot-to-snapshot—
lives may not make this immediately obvious.

Occasionally, we do receive a clear glimpse of His spiritual work in our lives 
or in the lives of those close to us, but it is nearly impossible for us to hold 
onto that snapshot and compare it with the next. Because we are restricted to 
these infrequent glimpses of God, it is easy for His divine project to slip 
from our minds. So Paul reminds us of it because it is crucial that it remain 
our spiritual focus. Just as the individual pictures in a time-lapse sequence 
only tell a fraction of the story, so these snapshots that we take are 
inadequate to provide us a full understanding of what is taking place.

It is imperative that we remember that a Master Artist is at work. We cannot 
fully comprehend the work that He is doing, since we cannot fully 
comprehend —yet we can share in Paul's solid assurance that He who Him
has begun a good work in us  complete it. Even if our current snapshot is will
the worst picture we have ever seen, we must remember that that is all it is—

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26/eVerseID/26
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/287/image-likeness-god-part-one.htm
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a snapshot. It does not tell us what comes next. The project is not yet 
complete, but the Creator is always overseeing it and advancing it in 
humanly unfathomable ways.

- David C. Grabbe
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 Make Every Day Count
by Mike Ford (1955-2021)

Time is perhaps our most precious commodity, and once it passes, it is lost 
forever. Even so, we tend to waste it at a profligate rate. With the tragic story 
of the Donner Party's journey to California as a background, Mike Ford 
encourages us make wise use of the time we have left because it is 
inexorably running out.

 

 

 

If you would like to subscribe to the C.G.G. 
Weekly newsletter, please visit our Email 

.Subscriptions page
 

 

   

https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/1585/make-every-day-count.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/email
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/email

