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1.  

2.  

"Better keep yourself clean and bright; you are the window through 
which you must see the world."
—George Bernard Shaw

10-Mar-17

Pruning and Cleansing

In ,  describes two distinct actions on the part of the Father: John 15:2 Christ
"Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every 
branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit." These two 
actions are 1) taking away unproductive branches and 2) pruning productive 
ones. Both actions involve cutting, but the reasons for and the results of 
God's cutting are quite different.

Concerning the cutting of  branches, the apostle John uses unproductive
the verb  which means "to take up," "to bear," "to remove."airo,

Concerning the cutting of  branches, he uses the verb productive
 obviously related to  So, there is a play on words here, kathairo, airo.

like  and  but the /  wordplay is not apparent in bear forbear, airo kathairo
an English translation.

 means much the same as  but with a major difference Kathairo airo,
in nuance or connotation. The emphasis with is on kathairo the 

 while the emphasis with cleansing that results through removal,
 is simply on  Think of  this way. When we airo removal. kathairo

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26702/eVerseID/26702
https://www.biblicaljesus.org/
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use soap and water to wash a floor, we are  dirt. No removing
question about that. But more important to us is the fact that we are 

 the floor. Of course, both removal and cleansing are cleaning
taking place, but we are most interested in the  of the consequence
removal, that is, the cleaning.

In , Christ elaborates on His Father's two actions: Removing (John 15:3-6 airo
) unproductive branches and pruning ( ) productive ones. Concerned kathairo
that His disciples understand that they are clean as a result of His Father's 
action, He focuses first on pruning ( ), keying in on its cleansing kathairo
aspects: "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to 
you" ( ).John 15:3

The adjective "clean" here is from the Greek  obviously a word katharos,
closely related to the verb  It means "blameless," "pure," "clean," kathairo.
"free of  and guilt." Its first use is in , "Blessed are the sin Matthew 5:8 pure in 

, for they shall ."heart see God

In verses 4-5, Christ continues His comments about the vine and the 
branches with a remarkable example of irony—irony to the point of paradox:

Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in 
Me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and 
I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.

Just how does a Christian experience cleansing? Not by separation, but by 
remaining  with the Vine. Is there a contradiction between the idea of unified
cleansing by removal ( )—pruning—and Christ's admonition that we kathairo

 tenaciously in the Vine? No, there is not. It is all a question of who abide
does what.  do the abiding, as Christ here commands that we do. We  God
does the cutting.

The apostle Paul's comment in  ( ) Colossians 3:10 Good News Translation
points out God's role in maintaining the vitality of His people: "This is the 
new being [the new man] which God, its Creator, is constantly renewing in 
His Own image, in order to bring you to a full knowledge of Himself." The 
pruning-cleansing ( ) mentioned in John 15 is one of the ways God kathairo

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26703/eVerseID/26706
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26703/eVerseID/26703
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/489/what-sin-is-does.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23243/eVerseID/23243
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/163/the-beatitudes-part-6-pure-heart.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/163/the-beatitudes-part-6-pure-heart.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/138/do-you-see-god.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/421/god-is-what.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29528/eVerseID/29528
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constantly renews or maintains the new man. It is an ongoing creative act on 
God's part. Through His pruning, He strengthens the committed Christian, 
the one who resolutely clings to the Vine. The one who "endures to the end" 
the trials sent his way will be saved ( ).Matthew 10:22

With , Christ returns to a discussion of that other action performed John 15:6
by His Father, "taking away" ( ) nonproductive branches: "If anyone does airo
not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather 
them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned." This action does not 
result in their cleansing, however, but in destruction. In His comments to the 

, Christ uses an even stronger verb than  to describe church at Laodicea airo
the cutting away of unproductive branches: "I could wish that you were 
either cold or hot! But, since you are lukewarm and neither hot nor cold, I 
intend to spit you out of My mouth!"  (J.B. Phillips' Revelation 3:15-16
paraphrase).

A number of translations use terms like "  to vomit you out of My I am ready
mouth." The reason for this is that the word "will" in the King James Version 
(KJV) and New King James Version (NKJV) is not merely a future tense 
marker but translates a separate verb,  meaning "to be at the point," "to mello,
intend," "to be ready," "to think," or "to have a mind" to take action.

The verb "spew" (KJV) or "spit" (NKJV) is  meaning "to vomit." emeo,
Paul's comment in  provides an important context for this Colossians 3:3
metaphor of vomiting. There, J.B. Phillips puts it that our "true life is a 
hidden one in Christ." We could say we are hidden within Christ. However, 
in , He says He will strongly reject us, violently separating Revelation 3:16
Himself from us, expelling us from His Body, if we are not "zealous and 

," accepting His reproof and correction (verse 19).repent

The unproductive branches experience removal, suffering loss at the same 
time—annihilation. They do not experience cleansing. We should do nothing 
that would put God in a frame of mind where He "intends" to detach Himself 
from us—whether by vomiting us from Him or through cutting us off as 
unproductive branches. To avoid rejection by God, we need to abide in 
Christ, remain hidden in Him, connected to the Vine.

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23440/eVerseID/23440
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26706/eVerseID/26706
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/452/world-church-laodiceanism.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30762/eVerseID/30763
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29521/eVerseID/29521
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30763/eVerseID/30763
https://www.truegospel.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Basics.tour/ID/7/Repentance-Belief-and-Gospel.htm
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 We must take no action that signals to God a lapse That is our responsibility.
of our clinging-commitment—no action that has the effect of separating 
ourselves from Him. Examples of such actions include failing to attend 

 services consistently or becoming remiss in daily prayer and Bible Sabbath
study. As we gradually become more unproductive, perhaps imperceptibly at 
first, we begin to droop, withering. Because of our lackluster approach—our 
Laodicean attitude toward God, which may initially be neither hot nor cold—
God ultimately cuts us off, separating us from Himself. The result is 
catastrophic.

Conversely, the productive branches—those Christians committed to 
remaining attached to the Vine, not permitting "any root of bitterness" (

) to develop as a result of God's correction (or trimming)—Hebrews 12:15
experience cleansing, something far more desirable than burning. As we 
approach , let us remember that God cleanses as He prunes. We Passover
need to be careful to take no action to damage the fellowship we have with 
the Father, His Son, and each other, a fellowship made possible through 
enormous sacrifice on the part of the God Family.

- Charles Whitaker (1944-2021)

From the Archives: Featured Sermon

From the Archives: Featured Article

 A Basket of Summer Fruit
by Charles Whitaker (1944-2021)

Summertime reminds us of "those lazy, hazy, crazy days" of our youth. The 
hot summer months are often times of careless play and distraction, of letting 
responsibilities lie dormant while we pursue fun and relaxation. Charles 
Whitaker shows that, biblically, summertime sounds a warning to us to 
prepare for the fall harvest, a time of judgment.

https://www.sabbath.org/
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30228/eVerseID/30228
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/guides/id/12/passover-bible-study-guide.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/340/basket-summer-fruit.htm
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