
CGG Weekly: The Covenant of Blood (Part Two) (24-Mar-17)

Page  of 1 5

"We have placed too much hope in politics and social reforms, only 
to find out that we were being deprived of our most precious 
possession: our spiritual life."
—Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

24-Mar-17

The Covenant of Blood (Part Two)

In Part One, we saw that the well-known proverb, "Blood is thicker than 
water," may have come from an older one: "The blood of the covenant is 
thicker than the water of the womb." If that is the case, the original thought 
reverses the meaning of the modern proverb, meaning that our covenantal 
link with  should be stronger than physical family ties. This thought God
squares with the Bible's insistence that blood is special, equating it with life 
itself.

God takes special care in the Pentateuch to teach Israel about the sacrifices 
and offerings, which involved shedding the blood of countless animals to 
remind the people of their sins and obligations, as well as to foreshadow the 
far greater sacrifice of . The Israelites preserved this knowledge Jesus Christ
even through war and exile, though they failed to understand it fully.

Nearly 1,500 years later, John 6 begins with Jesus feeding the five thousand, 
and afterward, He and His disciples depart for Capernaum. The same people 
whom Jesus had fed the prior day followed Him across the sea to assemble 
before Him the next day. Knowing their hearts, Jesus tells them in verse 26, 
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"You seek Me, not because of the signs, but because you ate of the loaves 
and were filled." They were following Him just to eat another free meal!

He gives them some advice in verse 27: "Do not labor for the food which 
perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of 
Man will give you. . . ." He then begins to teach them about the true bread 
from heaven (verse 32). According to what is said in this chapter, these 
people knew about their fathers being fed manna from heaven in the 
wilderness, so we can assume that they also knew the Scriptures well enough 
to know about the laws concerning the eating of flesh and blood. Jesus, then, 
is about to drop a bombshell on them:

"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has 
everlasting life. I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate the manna 
in the wilderness, and are dead. This is the bread which comes 
down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not die. I am the 
living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this 
bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My 
flesh, which I shall give for the life of ."the world

Then Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you 
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no 
life in you. Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal 
life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For My flesh is food 
indeed, and My blood is drink indeed. He who eats My flesh and 
drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him. As the living Father 
sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who feeds on Me 
will live because of Me. This is the bread which came down from 
heaven—not as your fathers ate the manna, and are dead. He who 
eats this bread will live forever." . . .

Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, "This 
is a hard saying; who can understand it?" . . . From that time many 
of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. (John 6:

, 60, 66)47-58
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These Jews knew that they were forbidden to eat the blood with the flesh of 
animals, and now Jesus is telling them that, if they want eternal life, they 
must eat His flesh and drink His blood! Note that many of these people were 
His disciples. They were looking for the Messiah, yet when He came 
offering the words of eternal life, they turned and walked away. They 
eagerly took the bread that they could see and eat, coming back the next day 
for more, but when it came to believing that He was the Bread of Life, they 
did not believe Him. They could not understand that He was speaking 
metaphorically.

They actually made the right choice in turning away. As the apostle Paul 
says in , we are to examine ourselves before we eat I Corinthians 11:27-29
the bread and drink the cup of the Lord, for if we eat and drink in an 
unworthy manner, we are bringing judgment on ourselves. These disciples 
had not been prepared by God to partake of what Christ offered. Using the 
metaphor that Christ did, that bread or that blood could be toxic! In John 6, 
Jesus does not seem overly upset that these disciples turned away. He simply 
asks the Twelve in verse 67, "Do you also want to go away?"

In , Paul writes, "For this reason many are weak and sick I Corinthians 11:30
among you, and many sleep [ , margin]." These disciples, as they are are dead
called, could not discern the metaphorical from the literal or the spiritual 
from the physical. Should we not apply what Paul says to us spiritually—that 
many among us, the church, may be spiritually weak, sick, or even dead due 
to taking the  in "an unworthy manner"? This passage shows that Passover
partaking of the , symbolically the body and blood of our bread and wine
Savior Jesus Christ, is a very big deal to God!

The average adult body contains about 1.2 to 1.5 gallons of blood. When we 
consider all the blood, human and animal, that has been shed in the past and 
all that will be shed until the New Heavens and New Earth—it is even 
prophesied to be as deep as a horse's bridle during the time of God's wrath (

)—all of it together cannot begin to compare with the Revelation 14:20
efficacy of the shedding of Jesus' blood nearly two thousand years ago. As 
the sacrifice to end all sacrifices—by the breaking of His body until every 
drop of His blood poured out on the ground—His shed lifeblood covered or 
made atonement for all .sin
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John 6 contains an underlying theme, stated or alluded to in five different 
verses (verses 37, 39, 44-45, 65), that no one can come to Christ unless the 
Father draws him. In other words, the blood of Christ is not offered to 
redeem everyone at this time. Only the elect—those specifically called by 
God to a relationship with Him—are currently under His blood ( ; I Peter 1:2

, 7). What a privilege! He poured out His lifeblood specifically Romans 11:5
for us! Are we taking advantage of God's grace? Because "our hearts [have 
been] sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 
water," are we "draw[ing] near [to God] with a true heart in full assurance of 

" ( )? Are we drinking in His life to become like Him?faith Hebrews 10:22

The writer of Hebrews ends his epistle with this blessing:

Now may the God of  who brought up our Lord Jesus from peace
the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, make you complete in every good work to do 
His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. (Hebrews 

)13:20-21

The blood in this covenant is indeed thicker than any other!

- Ronny H. Graham

From the Archives: Featured Sermon

 Sovereignty, Election, and Grace (Part One)
by John W. Ritenbaugh

God is involved in the minute details of every converted person's life just as 
much as He is in the major historical world events. As a new creation of 
God, we receive continuous, meticulous, detailed attention through the 
creative activity of His grace which never stops. God, as Creator, takes the 
initiative (as the potter over the clay) for the elect's salvation, enabling us to 
build the repertoire of habits called character. In this process, bringing 
certain things together in the lives of the called, both calamitous as well as 
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positive, God fulfills His purpose. Even though we don't at times know 
where we are headed, we need to develop the faith or trust in God's vision 
for us.

From the Archives: Featured Article

 Many Are Called, Few Are Chosen
by John O. Reid (1930-2016)

The subjects of God's calling and predestination can be confusing at times, 
especially the idea that many are called but few are chosen. Why does God 
not just choose everyone? John Reid explores the Parable of the Wedding 
Feast to discover some answers to these vital questions.
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