CGG Weekly: Why Two Goats on Atonement? (Part Two) (14-Sep-18)

"Almost all our faults are more pardonable than the methods we resort to to
hide them."
—Francois de La Rochefoucauld

14-Sep-18

Why Two Goats on Atonement? (Part Two)

In Part One, we examined the typical sin offering outlined in Leviticus 4. The basic
sequence is noteworthy: The guilty party first laid his hands on the sacrifice's head to
symbolize one life being exchanged or substituted for the other. The slain animal's blood
was then sprinkled before the veil of the Tabernacle, put on the horns of either the
incense altar or the brazen altar (depending on who sinned), and the rest poured at the
base of the brazen altar.
According to Hebrews 9:13, 22, blood provides symbolic cleansing and purification.
However, Hebrews 10:4 states this practical fact: "It is not possible that the blood of
bulls and goats could take away sins," which applies on a couple of levels. In the wider
context of Hebrews, it testifies to the transcendent efficacy of Christ's sacrifice—it was
so pure and powerful that no animal sacrifice could ever begin to compare. In the
immediate context, the author is pointing out that within the sacrificial law, blood could
not take away sin—it could only cleanse, purify, or cover. Something else was required
to show the sins of the Israelites being symbolically taken away. This removal of sins
took place on the Day of Atonement, to which Hebrews 9-10 refers.
In type, the blood of the sin offering was a record—a witness—of the sin it covered.
Thus, all the blood of sin offerings put on the incense altar (also called the golden altar)
throughout the year symbolized all the iniquity committed by the priests and the
congregation. As Hebrews 10:3 observes, "In those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins
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every year." The Atonement ceremony brought to the Israelites' minds all the sins for
which they had to bring their sin offerings. Because of the accumulated sins, God
commanded the high priest to cleanse the incense altar with blood each year (Exodus
30:10).
Incidentally, the instructions for the sin offering even include the scenario of the whole
nation committing sin (Leviticus 4:13-21), though that was insufficient for the Day of
Atonement. Such an offering—involving defiled blood—would only add another record
of sin to the incense altar. The offering on the Day of Atonement involved a different
ceremony—using blood without a record of sin—for cleansing the altar and removing
the iniquity.
The unique sin offering for the congregation on Atonement consisted of two goats
(Leviticus 16:5). Through the casting of lots, one goat was designated as "for the LOORD,"
meaning that it was to satisfy or appease the Lord. At this point, God's instructions
intentionally leave out a highly significant step: No hands were laid on this animal! It was
simply killed. Its blood did not testify of sin. Rather than contributing more iniquity to the
record, its blood cleansed the objects nearest to the Lord. Leviticus 16:15-16, 18-19
shows this:
Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering, which is for the people, bring its
blood inside the veil, do with that blood as he did with the blood of the bull
[see verse 14], and sprinkle it on the mercy seat and before the mercy seat.
So he shall make atonement [Heb. kaphar; covering, cleansing, or purging]
for the Holy Place, because of the uncleanness of the children of Israel, and
because of their transgressions, for all their sins; and so he shall do for the
tabernacle of meeting which remains among them in the midst of their
uncleanness. . . . And he shall go out to the altar that is before the LOORD [the
incense altar], and make atonement for it, and shall take some of the blood
of the bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on the horns of the
altar all around. Then he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger
seven times, cleanse it, and consecrate it from the uncleanness of the
children of Israel.
With the blood of the first goat—free of confessed sin—the incense altar and holy
objects were atoned for or cleansed.
Many translations call the second goat the "scapegoat." The Hebrew word is azazel,
which means "goat of departure" or "goat of complete or entire removal." The azazel was
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the means for all the cleansed sins to be completely or entirely removed from the
congregation:
Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, confess over it all
the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions, concerning
all their sins, putting them on the head of the goat, and shall send it away
into the wilderness by the hand of a suitable man. The goat shall bear on
itself all their iniquities to an uninhabited land; and he shall release the goat
in the wilderness. (Leviticus 16:21-22)
In the standard sin offering, hands were laid on the substitutionary sacrifice to symbolize
a transference, and then its blood was shed. Notice, though, that on the Day of
Atonement, the order is reversed! This explains why the offering required two animals:
One animal had its blood shed, while a second animal had all the sins confessed over it
so they could be taken away. Because the ceremony began with one animal being
sacrificed, a second, living animal was necessary to have hands laid on it. The live goat
received, as it were, all the iniquities, transgressions, and sins of Israel. None of that
defilement was ever placed on the first goat, whose purpose was simply to provide a
cleansing.
As Romans 10:4 teaches, "Christ is the culmination of the law so that there may be
righteousness for everyone who believes" (New International Version). Jesus Christ
perfectly fulfilled both aspects of this unique Day of Atonement offering. Hebrews 9:12-14
not only shows His fulfillment of the first goat with His own blood, but also how superior
His shed blood was, even to the point of cleansing consciences:
Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered
the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. For if
the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean,
sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God,
cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
Likewise, the Scriptures record Christ's fulfillment of the azazel through bearing and
taking away sins. Isaiah 53:6 declares, "And the LOORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us
all" (emphasis ours throughout), just as the high priest laid Israel's sins on the azazel
each year. Christ likewise bore our sins, another function of the azazel:
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He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My
righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I
will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the
strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with
the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the
transgressors. (Isaiah 53:11-12)
. . . who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree. . . . (I Peter 2:24)
. . . so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. (Hebrews 9:28)
The blood of bulls and goats could not take away sin. The azazel did this in type, but it
merely pointed to Jesus Christ, the only One who could perform this—and did
(Colossians 2:14; Romans 11:27; I John 3:5).
- David C. Grabbe

World News Highlights

'Uninvited Brute': 4 Dead as Florence Drenches the Carolinas
Associated Press 14-Sep-18
A Marine F-35 Carrier Just Rolled up in the Middle East Amid Rising Syria Tension
Task & Purpose 11-Sep-18
The Biohacker Who Experimented on Himself Is Making Diy Mutant Frogs
Bloomberg 12-Sep-18
California's Poverty Rate Is Still the Highest in the Nation, Despite State Efforts
The Sacramento Bee 12-Sep-18
EU Pushes Internet Firms to Remove Extremist Content in One Hour
Reuters 12-Sep-18
More Yale Freshmen Identify as Lgbtq Than Conservative, Survey Finds
The College Fix 12-Sep-18
Chicago Sets up Universal Income Task Force as City Seeks Ways to Tackle
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Poverty
Fox News 12-Sep-18
Among Teens, Transgender Males Are Most Likely to Attempt Suicide, Study Says
CNN 11-Sep-18

Prayer Requests

New prayer request updates have been posted for the following people:
Pat Higgins
Gary Montgomery
Shirley Price
Musonda Sakala
Musonda Sakala
Musonda Sakala
Garett Wright

From the Archives: Featured Sermon

Atonement Goats and Passover Lambs
by David C. Grabbe

David Grabbe asserts that the Day of Atonement is not about Satan at all, but about the
complete cleansing from sins. Rather than a duplication of Passover, the Atonement
goats and the sacrificial lamb of Passover have totally different, though complementary,
functions. The two goats of Leviticus 16 together make a single offering for sin; one is
sacrificed as the payment for sin, while the second is left alive and led away to
symbolize sin being completely removed from view. The goats chosen for Atonement
were to be free from blemish, something one cannot attribute to Satan. The purpose for
Atonement is the propitiation for all sin—including the cleansing of our
conscience—made possible by Jesus Christ and not in any way made possible by
scape-goating Satan; we are responsible for our own sins. Contrary to common belief,
the Passover is not a sin offering, but a peace offering; it contains an acknowledgment
of sin, but celebrates the peace and satisfaction that comes from intimate fellowship
with God. The assumption that the azazel (meaning "goat of departure") represents a
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fallen angel who is the cause of human sin does not originate in the canonized
scriptures, but springs from the apocryphal "Book of Enoch," a work laden with errors.

From the Archives: Featured Article

The Offerings of Leviticus (Part Six): The Sin Offering
by John W. Ritenbaugh
The sin offering is the first of the non-sweet-savor offerings in Leviticus. John
Ritenbaugh explains the atonement made through Jesus' perfect offering of Himself for
us—and our obligations to Him as a result.

Featured Audio Schedule

Friday Night Bible Study
The next Bible Study will be Philippians (Part 8), given by John W. Ritenbaugh on
Friday 14-Sep-18. The Bible Study will be continuously available from 6:00 pm Friday
until 12:00 pm Saturday (EST).

Daily Audio Programs
Hear previous sermons, sermonettes, and Feast of Tabernacles messages, Sunday
through Friday. Available from the homepage.
Date
Title
Sunday 16-Sep-18
Judgments: Past, Present, and Future
Monday 17-Sep-18
The Post-Resurrection Last Words of Christ (Part Three)
Tuesday 18-Sep-18
Facing Times of Stress: Persecution
Wednesday 19-Sep-18 Give an Offering? No Sweat!
Thursday 20-Sep-18 Positive Aspects of Atonement
Friday 21-Sep-18
The Sabbath: Creation
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If you would like to subscribe to the C.G.G. Weekly
newsletter, please visit our Email Subscriptions page.
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