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"God created the world out of nothing, and so long as we are 
nothing, He can make something out of us."
—Martin Luther

05-Oct-18

A God Near at Hand (Part One)

As we begin, we will jump aboard a metaphorical spaceship to take a speed-
of-light journey through the cosmos. Our journey starts on the first day of 
January, and we exit Earth's atmosphere at a steady clip of 186,000 miles per 
second, headed out of the solar system. At this speed, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus, Neptune, and finally Pluto are all in our rearview mirror in under six 
hours. We have already traveled 3.5 billion miles.

Now, at the outer edge of our solar system, we alter course and travel 
perpendicular to our galaxy. Five years later, on April 19, we arrive at Alpha 
Centauri, the nearest star to our solar system, 25 trillion miles from Earth. It 
is not until we have traveled for 100,000 years that we can recognize the 
entire spiral shape of the Milky Way. Quoting the Moody Bible Institute's 
"The Milky Way and Beyond":

Finally, after ten billion years, we decelerate and pause to observe a 
theoretical view of the universe's large-scale structure. Countless 
billions of galaxies are now seen to comprise chains, masses, and 
thread-like structures that stretch across the cosmos, separated by 
enormous regions of empty space. It is a spectacular tapestry so 
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vast and diverse in its design. But the power of its Creator must 
truly surpass all human understanding.

These huge measurements and the spectacular glory of the universe around 
us are humbling. They should help to bring  into sharp focus, at least in God
His awesome power and imagination as Creator. Such a great God can do 
anything! How can people like Deists posit that, yes, a Supreme Being 
created all of this, yet He has no interaction with humankind?

Deism, a popular intellectual movement a few centuries ago, is a belief in the 
existence of a God on the evidence of reason and nature only, while rejecting 
supernatural revelation. More simply put, according to Dictionary.com, it is 
"belief in a God who created  but has since remained indifferent to the world
it." Deists reject the idea that God interacts with mankind.

The vast amount of space in the universe might give some a reason to 
believe that God is off in a far corner of the universe. Even so, most of us 
would agree that it is not difficult to find evidence - both biblically and 
personally - that we worship a Creator who is very much involved in His 
creation. Perhaps it is good to review just how involved He really is.

Most Christians and even Deists readily accept  as true about John 1:1-5
Deity:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 
were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that 
was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And 
the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it.

, whom we know as the Word, has always been God and with Jesus Christ
God for eternity. But how involved has God been in the lives of humanity 
the thousands of years since its creation? Is He actively involved in what is 
going on here on Earth, interacting with it, continuing His creative work? Or 
has He simply created and left things to work themselves out? Perhaps, as 
Deists believe, He has wound up the universal clock and is simply watching 
it until it stops ticking!

https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/421/god-is-what.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/440/christian-and-world-part-one.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26046/eVerseID/26050
https://www.biblicaljesus.org/
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We may initially think, "That's crazy!" and "We know better!" We can rattle 
off a few scriptures from memory, which show that God is involved. But do 
we really know that?

At times, for various reasons, God delays in intervening in people's lives. Do 
we feel that God has delayed giving us answers and help? When we fail to 
receive an immediate answer to prayer, or a problematic trial continues with 
no apparent end, does the thought creep into our minds that God is far off or 
uninvolved? After all, He inhabits eternity ( ). The third heaven is Isaiah 57:15
His throne ( ). The universe is a vast space. Does God II Corinthians 12:1-4
even have time to be involved even with something as big as this planet? 
Could He possibly have time to be involved in our seemingly insignificant 
lives?

The book of Genesis contains another beginning in its first chapter. We will 
look at a series of scriptures to show a pattern of God's interaction with His 
creation. We will begin in Genesis 1:27-28:

So God created man in His own image; in the  He image of God
created him; male and female He created them. Then God blessed 
them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth 
and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds 
of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth."

Here, God makes man and woman and instructs them about what they need 
to do. He gives them their marching orders to get them started in the right 
direction. In , He tells them to tend and keep the Garden, Genesis 2:15
informing them about which trees they should and should not eat. In the next 
chapter, we see Him interacting directly with Adam and Eve.

And they heard the sound of the L  God walking in the garden in ORD

the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the L  God among the trees of the garden. Then the LORD

 God called to Adam and said to him, "Where are you?" So he ORD

said, "I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I 
was naked; and I hid myself." ( )Genesis 3:8-10

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/18781/eVerseID/18781
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29024/eVerseID/29027
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/27/eVerseID/28
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/287/image-likeness-god-part-one.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/46/eVerseID/46
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/64/eVerseID/66
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Here, we  walking in the Garden with them and speaking to them. see God
That is significant involvement! Can it actually be argued that God is not 
engaged with His creation? He created then immediately began instructing 
Adam and Eve on how to live. He gave them their initial training for a 
successful life. He also began to prepare them to live a godly life. This is a 
Deity, the awesome Creator God, who is actively involved with His creation 
and personally working with it to bring His purpose to fruition in humanity.

Next time, we will continue to examine Scripture to see God's intimate 
involvement with both humanity and individuals.

- Ryan McClure

From the Archives: Featured Sermon

 God's Special Presence and Direct Intervention
by Martin G. Collins

Stephen's martyrdom indicated that this wholesale persecution on 
Christianity, from the leaders to the rank and file, thought that Christianity 
was a revolutionary idea whose time had come. The institution feeling the 
greatest threat was Judaism, with the Pharisee and Sadducee constituent 
branches. Saul, a zealous Pharisee, ravaged the church as a savage animal 
would devour its prey. Saul set out to destroy the church, but the more he 
tried, the more the church thrived. The scattering actually strengthened it, 
allowing fresh seed to be scattered in new fields. The 'bad' things actually 
increased the power of the church. Phillip, having received the designation as 
the first evangelist (an itinerant preacher without a fixed congregation), 
along with the apostle Peter, confronted the charlatan Simon the Sorcerer, 
who tried to buy the gift of God's Holy Spirit. The difference between real 
miracles and fake miracles had become immediately apparent to Simon, but 
he was not prepared to truly repent and change his heart. Without true faith 
and conviction, it is impossible to be a true believer. Philip also witnessed to 
the Ethiopian eunuch, a representative of the Queen of Ethiopia, a somewhat 
confused proselyte to Judaism, helping him to understand a passage from 
Isaiah, pointing him toward the true gospel, applying the Suffering Servant 

https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/138/do-you-see-god.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/3294/gods-special-presence-direct-intervention.htm
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prophecies to Jesus Christ. Phillip's clear explication prepared the Ethiopian 
eunuch for baptism. The subsequent account that Phillip was taken away 
does not imply a miracle (of being whisked away in the air), but suggests 
only that Philip was strongly impelled by God's Spirit to focus on another 
task. The eunuch would have found great comfort in Isaiah 56:1-4, 
promising to Gentiles a name that will not cease if they would submit to 
being grafted into Jesus Christ.

From the Archives: Featured Article

 Genesis 1: Fact or Fiction?
by Earl L. Henn (1934-1997)

Many discount the idea that Genesis 1 represents a literal account of 
Creation, and they rally scientific support for their claims. Earl Henn, a 
chemist, shows how accurate the biblical account really is.
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