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"A thankful heart is not only the greatest virtue, but also the parent 
of all other virtues."
—Cicero

12-Apr-19

Lessons From a Worm

The old Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course on  Passover
(Lesson 33) exhorts the reader to study Psalm 22, which prophesies of Jesus 
Christ's suffering. In particular,  reads, "But I am a worm, and no Psalm 22:6
man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people." It makes one think, "If 
Christ considered Himself to be a worm, where does that put me?"

Most people, when reading this verse, think that Christ was comparing 
Himself to an earthworm to show the vast difference between the reality of 
Almighty  and the lowliness of humanity. However, that is not God
necessarily the case. The psalmist specifies this worm to be a tola worm.

Behind "worm" is the Hebrew  (  tôl?'?t Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
#8348), not , which denotes a maggot. The "worm" of  rimmh Psalm 22:6
refers to the female , an insect whose dried body is used to make Coccus ilicis
an exclusive and expensive red dye. The same word is oftentimes also 
translated as "scarlet" or "crimson," so the tola worm (as we will call it 
hereafter) is also known as the "scarlet worm."

https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/guides/id/12/passover-bible-study-guide.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/14211/eVerseID/14211
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/421/god-is-what.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/14211/eVerseID/14211
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Henry Morris, one of the founders of the Institute for Creation Research, 
writes:

When the female of the scarlet worm species was ready to give 
birth to her young, she would attach her body to the trunk of a tree, 
fixing herself so firmly and permanently that she would never leave 
again. The eggs deposited beneath her body were thus protected 
until the larvae were hatched and ready to enter their own life 
cycle. As the mother died, the crimson fluid stained her body and 
the surrounding wood. . . . What a picture this gives of Christ, 
dying on a tree, shedding His precious blood that he might "bring 
many sons unto glory!" He died for us, that we might live through 
Him!

We can draw a direct parallel from the tola worm to , who Jesus Christ
willingly went to the cross and remained there until His life's mission was 
finished. Jesus says in  that He Himself decided to offer His life. John 10:18
No one made Him do it. He could have called twelve legions of angels—
some figure this to be as many as 82,000 very capable rescuers—to save 
Him ( ), but He did not. Instead, our Lord and Savior Matthew 26:53
determined to remain on the tree to give His life so that we can be forgiven 
of our sins and live eternally.

The tola worm knows that climbing the tree will be the very last act of her 
life. This act is a process, and in this process, she provides both nourishment 
and protection to her offspring. As she lays her eggs, the tola worm's body, 
her eggs, and even a portion of the tree are covered with a crimson, gel-like 
fluid. The stain on the tree will never fade with age or harsh wind or even 
washing.

In the final act of a life consumed by sacrifice, Jesus gave His blood to pay 
for our sins. And now, when the Father looks upon Christians, He sees 
Christ's own righteousness, whose death covered us with His blood, 
justifying us before the Father. Paul writes in  that, Colossians 1:21-22
although we used to be aliens and enemies of God, "He has reconciled [us to 
God] in the body of His flesh through death, to present us holy, blameless, 
and above reproach in His sight."

https://www.biblicaljesus.org/
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26500/eVerseID/26500
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/24108/eVerseID/24108
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29487/eVerseID/29488
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 reads, "?Come now, and let us reason together,' says the L . Isaiah 1:18 ORD

‘Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.'" Here, "crimson" is 
translated from the Hebrew , again referring to the blood-red, dried body tôl'
of the insect known as . In Exodus 26 and 28, God directed the Coccus ilicis
use of the dye made from these worms in the construction of the Tabernacle, 
and even in the garments worn by the high priest and his sons.

Notice also  "Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus Matthew 27:27-28:
into the Praetorium and gathered the whole garrison around Him. And they 
stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him." The Greek word rendered 
"scarlet" is  #2847), which also refers to the scarlet or kokkinos (Strong's
crimson eggs of insects that were pulverized and used in making red dye. 
Sound familiar? The soldiers only thought that it was their idea to deck Jesus 
with a scarlet robe as they mocked Him. Instead, they helped to complete His 
metaphorical transformation.

When the newborn tola worms hatch, they not only stay under the mother's 
crimson, protective shell, they literally feed on her still-living body! This fact 
is reminiscent of Jesus' words in  "Most assuredly, I say to you, John 6:53-55:
unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no 
life in you. Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and 
I will raise him up at the last day. For My flesh is food indeed and My blood 
is drink indeed." The  translates the last verse, New International Version
"For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink." [*]

In a blog post, Susan M.B. Preston emphasizes the completeness of the 
sacrifice of Jesus: " , the dead mother Crimson worm's body After three days
loses its crimson color and turns into a white wax which falls to the ground 
like snow. This [wax] was collected and used as shellac to protect wood."  [†]

Does not Jesus Himself assure us in  that He will always be Matthew 28:20
with us, protecting us even to the end of the age?

The apostle John writes in , "And they overcame [the Revelation 12:11
dragon, ] by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, Satan
and they did not  their lives to the death." True Christians will achieve love

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/17673/eVerseID/17673
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/24157/eVerseID/24158
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26311/eVerseID/26313
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/419/after-three-days.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/24216/eVerseID/24216
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30903/eVerseID/30903
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/167/satan-part-1.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/guides/id/212/love-bible-study-guide.htm
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victory and overcome the Devil by the shed blood of our Lamb. In less than 
a week, we will memorialize our Savior and what He has done for us in 
giving His life to pay for our sins and bring us into a relationship with God. 
As we approach the Passover, please reflect on this example from nature that 
our Father has purposely designed to help us to appreciate more fully the 
complete and total sacrifice of His Son.

We need to consider the cost that Jesus paid and remember the enormity of 
what has been done on our behalf to enable and virtually assure our 
salvation. This process of coming to a heartfelt appreciation of Christ's 
sacrifice is an awesome obligation. We are privileged to be in the position to 
be thankful for it, and it should spur in us a steadfast commitment to 
understand God's way and "grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ ( ).II Peter 3:18

THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION , NIV   [*] ® ®

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.  Used by permission. ®

All rights reserved worldwide.

Many thanks to Susan M.B. Preston for inspiring this line of inquiry ( [†]

).https://www.susanprestonauthor.com/but-i-am-a-worm/

- John Reiss

From the Archives: Featured Sermon

 Scripture Fulfilled in Christ's Death
by Martin G. Collins

Suffering and sorrow come upon even those whom God the Father and Jesus 
Christ loves. Four distinct Old Testament Messianic prophecies were 
fulfilled by Christ's death and cited by the Apostle John. They include (1) the 
dividing of His clothing (including His seamless tunic), prophesied in Psalm 
22:18 and fulfilled in John 19:28-20, (2) the giving of sour wine, prophesied 
in Psalm 69:18 and fulfilled in John 19:28-29, (3) the breaking of the legs of 

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30541/eVerseID/30541
https://www.susanprestonauthor.com/but-i-am-a-worm/
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/3862/scripture-fulfilled-christs-death.htm
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the two criminals, but not Jesus' legs, prophesied in Psalm 34:20 and fulfilled 
in John 19:31-36, and (4) the piercing of His side, prophesied in Zechariah 
and fulfilled in John 19:34 -37. All of these prophesies depict suffering and 
sorrow. Additionally, there are three pictures of Christ as forsaken, crushed, 
and executed, including that of the tola worm crushed for its blood-like 
crimson dye used to make royal clothing. The seven last words or sayings of 
Christ recorded in the New Testament Gospels are as follows: (1) "Father, 
forgive them, for they do not know what they do," (2) "Truly, I say to you, 
today you will be with me in Paradise,"(3) "Jesus said to his mother: 
'Woman, this is your son.' Then he said to the disciple: 'This is your 
mother.'" (4) "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" (5) "' I thirst.' 
They took a sponge soaked in wine on a sprig of hyssop and put it up to His 
mouth. When Jesus had received the wine , He said (7) 'It is finished ;'and 
He bowed His head and handed over the spirit," (7) Jesus cried out in a loud 
voice, "Father , into your hands I commend my spirit." All these quotations 
derive from Old Testament Messianic prophecies, many from Psalm 22. It 
would be good, in preparation for Passover, for all of us to meditate deeply 
on these fulfilled Messianic prophecies.

From the Archives: Featured Article

 Death of a Lamb
by Staff

Since the church no longer keeps the Passover with the slaughter of a lamb, 
we miss important and poignant details that could enhance our observance. 
A personal experience with two ewes serves as a springboard to explain 
greater, spiritual lessons.
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