CGG Weekly: Was Jesus Christ's Body Broken? (Part Three) (03-May-19)

"The value of life lies not in the length of days, but in the use we make of
them."
—Michel de Montaigne

03-May-19

Was Jesus Christ's Body Broken? (Part Three)

Conceptually, the image of a "broken body" is one of defeat. An image that springs to
mind is of a warrior beaten and dead on the battlefield. However, Jesus Christ was not
conquered; He held His head up until the end. He only bowed His head when He gave
up His spirit (John 19:30). His death was a supreme victory, not a defeat.
He had finished what the Father had given Him to do, and He did it perfectly. He died
after living a completely sinless life, fulfilling the sin offering. He had also given Himself in
complete devotion to the Father, up to His death, fulfilling the burnt offering. He had
served humanity to the utmost, satisfying the meaning of the grain offering. He had
poured Himself out as a drink offering. His death would reconcile God and men, making
harmony and fellowship possible, as the peace offering pictures.
His crucifixion was not a defeat in any way, shape, or form. He was marred beyond
recognition, and people could count His bones, but Jesus Christ was unbroken.
Before the apostle Paul's recounting of the Passover in I Corinthians 11:23-25, he gave
other instructions that help us understand that the symbol of broken bread does not
correspond with a broken body. Notice I Corinthians 10:16-17:
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of
Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of
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Christ? For we, though many, are one bread and one body; for we all
partake of that one bread.
Following this passage, verses 18-21 teach that a sacrificial meal joins a person in
fellowship with the object of that sacrifice, whether the true God or an idol (demon).
What is eaten symbolically connects the person to God or a demon. The Passover,
then, unites us with Jesus Christ through a sacrificial meal.
Paul describes the bread and wine in ways that we tend not to focus on as much but are
important to grasp. He writes that partaking of the cup of wine and the bread are acts of
communion. "Communion" indicates sharing, participation, and fellowship. The bread is
broken for the sake of sharing so that everyone can participate in the meal. Paul then
clarifies that the bread is still considered to be "one bread" because we are symbolically
part of "one body"—an unbroken body, Christ's body. That body is what we gather to
share and join with—Jesus Christ, who is not divided (see I Corinthians 1:13; Matthew
12:25).
Let us take this a step farther. When Jesus spoke about bread in relation to His
flesh/body, He used it is a symbol of life rather than death. In fact, throughout Scripture,
bread symbolizes the substance of life, the source of vitality and strength. Even in those
few places that refer to the "bread of adversity" or "bread of affliction," the symbol still
points toward life—just a life that is not as pleasant as one might hope. However, bread
always relates to life rather than death.
In John 6, notice how Jesus Himself describes the bread that represents His flesh:
"Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to
everlasting life . . ." (verse 27; emphasis ours throughout)
"For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the
world." (verse 33)
"I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger . . ." (verse 35)
". . . that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life;
and I will raise him up at the last day." (verse 40)
"I am the bread of life." (verse 48)
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"This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not
die [referring to the second death]." (verse 50)
"I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread,
he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for
the life of the world." (verse 51)
"Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up
at the last day." (verse 54)
"He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him." (verse 56)
"As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who feeds on
Me will live because of Me." (verse 57)
"This is the bread which came down from heaven—not as your fathers ate the
manna, and are dead. He who eats this bread will live forever." (verse 58)
Could Jesus make it any clearer? Bread as a representation of His flesh (or body) is
consistently and overwhelmingly a symbol of life—even eternal life. It is a figure of living
flesh, rather than a dead body, let alone a broken body. Notice especially verse 51: The
bread (His flesh) is not just something that leads to eternal life; within this metaphor, His
flesh is living! The picture is of living bread, indicating living flesh and thus a living body.
Certainly, aspects of the Passover do picture death. The wine representing shed blood
is a clear one. Also, a lamb had to die to become the Passover meal. Nevertheless, the
bread is a symbol of life, the life He gave—through living in sinless, devoted service—so
that the world can have life. It is this life that He offered to the disciples at that
momentous Passover. He is now living in our flesh as He abides in us. Christ's body
was not broken, and the bread, broken so it can be shared, is a symbol of living flesh
rather than death.
When we symbolically partake of Christ's flesh, we are taking in and being joined to His
sinless life, not a dead, broken body. Before we can take the Passover, we must be
baptized into His death, but we are saved by His life (Romans 5:10). Eating the bread
symbolizes the living Savior abiding in us and our abiding in the living Savior.
He lived sinlessly, and we are accepted into God's presence on the basis of Christ's
sinless flesh (Hebrews 10:20), for only a body undefiled by sin has blood that can pay
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the death penalty. But He had to live life flawlessly for that sacrifice to be effective, and
we partake of that perfect life at Passover. We must eat living bread to continue our
connection to our Savior, as well as to the others who are also eating of the living bread.
- David C. Grabbe

World News Highlights

Pre-Teen 'Drag Kids' Highlight Just How Fast Our Culture Has Crumbled
Prophecy News Watch/The Bridgehead 01-May-19
'Armageddon' Rioting Breaks Out in Paris as Extremist Demonstrators Hijack May
Day Protests
The Daily Mail 01-May-19
Saudi Arabia Puts to Death [beheads] 37 People in Largest Mass Execution in
Past Three Years
The Washington Post 23-Apr-19
Farmers Wash up 'In a Fragile Place' After Historic Midwest Floods
The Chicago Tribune 30-Apr-19
Goodbye Handshakes? Some Companies Considering Banning All Physical
Contact in Workplace
CBS Philadelphia 29-Apr-19
Global Military Spending at New Post-Cold War High, Fueled by Us, China - ThinkTank
Reuters 29-Apr-19
In the Past 6 Weeks, Churches, Mosques and a Synagogue Have Been Attacked
CNN 29-Apr-19
'Jesus Was a Palestinian' - Islam's Plot to Rewrite World History
Prophecy News Watch/Breaking Israel News 25-Apr-19

New Transcripts
Page 4 of 6

CGG Weekly: Was Jesus Christ's Body Broken? (Part Three) (03-May-19)
1485c: Hypocrisy
Given by Mike Ford on 27-Apr-19
997c: Why Liberals Love Illegals (Part Two)
Given by John W. Ritenbaugh on 12-Jun-10
999c: Why Liberals Love Illegals (Part Three)
Given by John W. Ritenbaugh on 26-Jun-10

Prayer Requests

New prayer request updates have been posted for the following people:
Shelly Fenwick
Clyde Finklea
Clyde Finklea
Clyde Finklea
Arthur and Naomi King
Arthur and Naomi King
Rosalie Ridge
Paulette Williams
Carney Williams

From the Archives: Featured Sermon

Eating the Unleavened Bread of Perfection
by Clyde Finklea

Clyde Finklea, reflecting that, while in the past our primary focus seemed to emphasize
getting the leavening out, we must be equally cognizant of the mandate—and the
purpose of that mandate— for eating unleavened bread for seven days. Many scriptures
give us specific instructions that we eat unleavened bread for seven (the number of
perfection) days, symbolizing the process of moving on to spiritual perfection, enduring
chastening and suffering, through the same process that our Elder Brother learned
perfection. We must develop the character traits of the God family, including love and
mercy.
Page 5 of 6

CGG Weekly: Was Jesus Christ's Body Broken? (Part Three) (03-May-19)

From the Archives: Featured Article

The Offerings of Leviticus (Part Five): The Peace Offering, Sacrifice, and Love
by John W. Ritenbaugh
The peace offering teaches many things, but one of its main symbols is fellowship. John
Ritenbaugh explains that our communion with the Father and the Son obligates us to
pursue peace, follow the example of Christ, and be pure.

Featured Audio Schedule

Daily Audio Programs
Hear previous sermons, sermonettes, and Feast of Tabernacles messages, Sunday
through Friday. Available from the homepage.
Date
Title
Sunday 05-May-19
Check Your Blind Spots
Monday 06-May-19
Truly Unleavened
Tuesday 07-May-19
Letters to the Seven Churches (Part Two): Ephesus
Wednesday 08-May-19 Classical and Modern Metaphors of the Resurrection
Thursday 09-May-19 To Do Your Will, O God!
Friday 10-May-19
Our Walk With God

If you would like to subscribe to the C.G.G. Weekly
newsletter, please visit our Email Subscriptions page.
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