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"Advice is a dangerous gift, even from the wise to the wise, and all 
courses may run ill."
—J.R.R. Tolkien

07-Jun-19

Each Other (Part Three)

Through Parts One and Two, the focus of our attention has narrowed to the 
instruction in . It is the author's advice to a people who, Hebrews 10:24-25
though they had long experience in God's church, had begun to neglect the 
awesome opportunity  had given to them:God

And let us consider one another in order to stir up  and good love
works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the 
manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more 
as you see the Day approaching.

Verse 25 provides a concrete way in which we can "consider one another." 
He contrasts "forsaking the assembling of ourselves together" with 
"exhorting one another." They are opposites. We cannot exhort others if we 
have withdrawn from them. We should assemble with the rest of the Body 
where possible, and the reason the apostle gives is for exhorting others in the 
fellowship. He could have provided many reasons for us to assemble, but the 
one he singles out is that we can practice exhortation.

But what does this mean?

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30158/eVerseID/30159
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/421/god-is-what.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/guides/id/212/love-bible-study-guide.htm
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The common definition of  is "to strongly encourage or urge someone exhort
to do something." In the New Testament, the word translated as "exhort" 
means "to call near," in the sense of inviting or imploring. It can mean "to 
comfort" as well as "to urge to action." The word can also connote "to give 
consolation" as well as "to advise earnestly." Even though an exhortation 
may not always contain the word "please," it typically carries that sense 
because it is an invitation. If someone is heading in the wrong direction, we 
can "call him near" to plead with him to choose a different path. Doing so is 
an act of love.

If we see someone losing hope, we can comfort him by imploring him to 
remember God's sovereignty, His providence, and His love toward His 
children. If we see someone stuck in a repeating cycle, we can invite him to 
consider things from a different perspective, perhaps by encouraging him to 
remember a scripture or a principle that could help. While an exhortation can 
be powerful, it is not dictatorial, officious, or meddlesome. Instead, it is an 
invitation, an entreaty, not a rebuke.

It should be emphasized that the focus of the exhortation is outward, on 
helping other members of the Body. It is an act of love to comfort, to 
console, to urge another to keep fighting the good fight, to encourage him to 
keep  or to plead with him to change to a better course. The seeking God
purpose of exhortation is not to make ourselves feel good but to aid a brother 
or sister in walking toward the .Kingdom of God

To complete this picture, however, we must also understand where true 
exhortation comes from. In short, it is a product of the first two cords: our 

 and our hope. We can truly exhort only because of God's workmanship faith
in us ( ). God's work in our lives gives us the experience, Ephesians 2:10
understanding, empathy, and foresight to be able to exhort a brother or sister 
in Christ with greater .wisdom

If God has been active in our lives—if we have had our minds opened; if we 
have witnessed His intervention; if we have prayed and fasted about an issue 
and saw it resolved; if we have studied our Bibles and understood them; if 
we have experienced the effects of  and the blessing of forgiveness—then sin
we have the basis for exhorting other members of the Body and helping them 

https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/1210/seeking-god-our-biggest-problem.htm
https://www.truegospel.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/basics.tour/ID/2/What-Did-Jesus-Preach.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/974/faith-what-is-it.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29240/eVerseID/29240
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/5721/biblical-wisdom.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/489/what-sin-is-does.htm
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to see the things that will make a difference. We can walk outside and be 
reminded of the physical creation, but exhortation invites others to remember 
God's ongoing spiritual creation and urges them to align themselves to it.

Exhortation bears an additional fruit. Recall that the command to the 
Hebrews to exhort one another appears in the context of avoiding or 
preventing willful sin. This section shows that our consideration of others, 
our assembling together, and our exhortation of others (in conjunction with 
faith and hope) is the way that —individually—guard against willful sin. we
The same spiritual process that enables us to exhort others and help them 
also gives  spiritual strength!us

It is a well-known principle that one of the best ways to learn something is to 
teach it. Anyone who has given a sermonette or written an article knows the 
spiritual benefit that comes from the process. Even if we are not writers or 
speakers, we have probably experienced God's inspiration in giving the right 
words at the right time. God enables us to exhort, and in being conduits of 
His words, we learn, grow, and have more life-experience with Him. When 
we exhort, it causes us to remember what God has done in our lives, what He 
has taught us, what He is like, what His character is, and what His standards 
are. This process encourages us to remain stirred up spiritually and always 
looking through a spiritual lens. Thus, when we exhort, we, too, are exhorted.

Along the same lines, if our exhortations have their source in God, they will 
always have the effect that He wills because His words do not return to Him 
void ( ). We do not always know what the result will be, nor do Isaiah 55:11
we know when it will happen. Notice, though, that the instruction in 
Hebrews 10 does not say anything about our exhortations' outcomes—it 
simply says to do it because exhorting each other is an act of love.

Finally, exhorting the brethren is not about changing them. It may seem like 
our exhortations have no effect at all, but that is not necessarily true. We are 
just not privy to all that God is doing. However, if our faith and hope are in 
God, we can let go of the outcome because we trust that He will sort it out.

To bring it full circle, then, when our focus is outward and on helping others 
finish their course, the likelihood of our entering into willful sin plummets. 
Yet, when we start withdrawing and focusing inwardly, the three-fold cord 

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/18752/eVerseID/18752
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has an opportunity to unravel. As we see the Day approaching, remember 
that despite our inability to save others—or for others to save us—as we help 
others with their spiritual race, we receive help as well.

- David C. Grabbe
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 No Greater Love
by Staff

Christ says in God's Word that we can show no greater love than in 
sacrificing our lives for our friends. How do we do this? We must come to 
the point where we are doing this daily!
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