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"We are called to an everlasting preoccupation with God."
—A.W. Tozer

22-Nov-02

The Shallowness of Pop Culture

It never ceases to amaze. Michael "Wacko Jacko" Jackson dangles his infant 
son over the fourth-floor railing of a Berlin hotel room. Marshall Mathers, 
aka Eminem, makes millions by starring in a quasi-autobiographical movie 
about a foul-mouthed rapper. CNN asks CBS to allow the stars of its hit 
show, , to be interviewed for insights CSI: Crime Scene Investigation
regarding the Washington-area sniper shootings. Barbara Streisand inserts 
herself and her opinions into the political debate, quoting an Internet hoax as 
if it were true. This summer, all of America wondered, "Will Lance Bass 
fulfill his dream to become an astro-cosmonaut?" And only Wednesday 
night, millions waited breathlessly to discover which young lady the 
Bachelor would choose to be his wife (Helene said, "Yes!").

Why are these people so important that we allow them to waste our time like 
this?

By themselves, entertainment and entertainers are not bad or wrong. We all 
enjoy being able to take a little time off from the rat race to do or watch 
something that will distract us from the more pressing issues of life. The 
problem begins when these distractions rise toward the top of the list of our 
priorities. We can gauge how important they are to us by honestly evaluating 
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how much time we devote to them. For instance, the average American child 
spends about four hours per day gazing into the lidless eye of a television set.

Beyond the amount of time entertainment takes, there is the greater question 
of value. What positive message or knowledge do we take away from our 
leisure activities? As an example, though sitcoms may be funny, do they add 
anything to our lives? On the other hand, do they rob us of time we could 
spend doing something more redeeming, such as talking or reading to our 
children? As for what sitcoms teach us—how to deliver that cutting 
comeback or how a smart-aleck kid can manipulate his parents—they are not 
merely vacuous but detrimental.

If we spend our time following and participating in the popular culture, we 
will end up being about as deep and smart as a mud puddle. What do the 
reporters of entertainment news think is essential to know? Will Jennifer 
Lopez and Ben Affleck have a church wedding? Will the producers of the 
Bond films nix James' cigar smoking next time? What was James Coburn 
listening to when he had his fatal heart attack? Will the  cast sign on Friends
for another season? Who will replace Richard Harris as Professor Albus 
Dumbledore in the  movies? Did Nancy Pelosi cut her hair? Harry Potter
What did Bill Clinton shoot at the celebrity tournament? If these tidbits 
clutter our thoughts, we are at the very least equating the trivial with the 
crucial.

Popular culture can easily become an escape from the pressing issues of life 
and of this world, and in this sense, it becomes a trap. A person living in 
such a fantasy world can allow his problems to continue without resolution. 
If he attempts to implement "fixes" on his problems, they are often shallow, 
politically correct "solutions" that do not work in the real world. For 
instance, a mother addicted to soap operas has little chance of coming up 
with a workable answer to her teenage son's rebellion. She has no foundation 
for making such a decision; she is reduced to mimicking what she has 
learned from TV. (Television is a horrible medium for conveying anything 
beyond emotional and superficial arguments. As Rod Serling once 
commented, "It is difficult to produce a television documentary that is both 
incisive and probing when every twelve minutes one is interrupted by twelve 
dancing rabbits singing about toilet paper.")
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What should we Christians fill our minds and time with? The apostle Paul 
says, "Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth" (Colossians 

). John agrees in the negative, "Do not   or the things in the 3:2 love the world
world. . . . For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the 
world is passing away" ( ).  Himself says, "The words that I John 2:15-17 Jesus
I speak to you are spirit, and they are life" ( ). Finally, His brother John 6:63
James advises, "Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of 
wickedness, and receive with  the implanted word, which is able to meekness
save your souls" ( ). Good advice—and timely.James 1:21

- Richard T. Ritenbaugh

From the Archives: Featured Sermon

 The World (Part 1)
by John W. Ritenbaugh

God has set a pattern of separating people from the world, making a 
covenant with them, and enabling them to be a blessing to others as an 
example of faithfulness and obedience to the covenant. Because of Israel's 
unfaithfulness and disobedience, God scattered them among the nations, 
causing them to forget who they were, and they blended in with the world. 
Like Nehemiah, our worldview must be shaped by a fear of God, a love and 
concern for His people, and a hatred for the world's practices that destroy our 
intimate relationship with God. We have the sobering responsibility of 
staying loyal to the New Covenant, keeping the spiritual Temple free from 
the world's defilement — or lose our spiritual identity as ancient Israel lost 
its physical identity.

From the Archives: Featured Article

 Thanksgiving or Self-Indulgence?
by John W. Ritenbaugh

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29520/eVerseID/29520
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/29520/eVerseID/29520
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/guides/id/212/love-bible-study-guide.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/440/christian-and-world-part-one.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30566/eVerseID/30568
https://www.biblicaljesus.org/
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/26321/eVerseID/26321
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/237/the-fruit-of-spirit-meekness.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/30288/eVerseID/30288
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/sermon/id/284/world-part-1.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/391/thanksgiving-self-indulgence.htm
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Each year, Thanksgiving Day falls between Halloween and Christmas, and 
some Christians contend that the three holidays are equally off-limits to 
church members. Is this true? Are all of this world's holidays forbidden to 
God's people? John Ritenbaugh shows the proper balance Christians should 
seek when determining whether to observe a holiday not found within the 
pages of Scripture.
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