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Faith To Face Our Trials

by Pat Higgins
, "Ready Answer," June 2003Forerunner

Does it seem as if life is becoming just one trial after another? For those who believe that the time is 
short, this should come as no surprise—it is final-exam time. For those who do not believe time is 
short, then our personal time is short. None of us knows the deadline God has assigned to our lives—
some die suddenly in their thirties, forties and fifties, but we do know that with each passing day we 
get closer to our end. Because God is faithful and not slack concerning His promise of finishing the 
good work He has begun in us, trials are a necessary part of the Christian life.

Still, it can be overwhelming. How do we combat discouragement? How do we endure to the end? 
God has given us the fundamental understanding we need to face our trials successfully and endure in 
I John 4:17: "Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of 
judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world."

On its face, it does not seem to be much of an answer. That is because to understand the power of this 
verse, we need to bring together other scriptures—the "here a little, there a little" principle. The 
explanation begins with an incredible yet generally overlooked scripture.

God's Perfect Love

This amazing scripture is in John 17. This chapter is the last prayer of Jesus Christ just before His 
arrest that Passover night. He begins by praying for Himself, then for His disciples. Verse 20 begins a 
section in which He includes all future believers, "those who will believe in Me through their [the 
disciples'] word."

At this point, consider for a moment how much God must love Jesus Christ. After all, they have been 
working together side-by-side for literally countless years—all eternity—in perfect harmony.

Relatively few couples are blessed with outstanding marriages that last fifty years or more. After so 
long, the depth of their relationship must be close and intimate. If that happens between two human 
beings in fifty years, what would it be like after a few billion? It would be intimate beyond our 
comprehension. Such is the depth of God's love for Christ—far beyond our comprehension.

Now notice verse 23, especially the two requests made by Christ in the last half of the verse: "I in 
them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You 
have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me." Jesus is asking God to reveal two things 
to the world: that God sent Him and that God loves us as much as He loves Jesus Christ.

Understanding the full impact of this verse hinges on a little, two-letter word "as." One definition is 
"to the same extent or degree; equally." Equally implies no more, no less. This definition makes 
Jesus' request staggering in its implications! It means we can truthfully say that there is not a being in 
the universe—including Jesus Christ—whom God loves more than us. Each individual whom God 
has called can say the same thing. God loves us all at the same incredible, beyond-our-
comprehension level.
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This statement also shows Christ's unbelievable love for us. He has been with God forever, yet the 
Son feels no animosity that our Father loves us just as much, unlike the elder brother in the Parable of 
the Prodigal Son. In fact, in His prayer Christ is asking God to broadcast this fact to the world! Christ 
is preeminent in position and responsibility—but not in the Father's love. As the perfect Parent, He 
does not love any one child more than the others.

To underscore this equality of love, notice how other Bible translations handle the word "as." They 
use words like "even as," "just as," "in the same way," "with the same love as," "as much as," and 
"just as much as." All emphasize the equality of the Father's love.

On the authority of Jesus Christ, the same Jesus who has been with God forever, we know the Father 
loves us as much as He loves Jesus—no more, no less. If we consider how much He must love Christ 
after spending billions of years working together in perfect harmony, that is  how much He exactly
loves us. The true depth of that love is definitely beyond our comprehension. It takes faith to believe 
this simple statement of fact.

"Shall He Find Faith?"

The Bible shows that trusting in that love, believing how special we are to God, and how much He 
loves us will be crucial to our salvation—to our enduring to the end. In Luke 18:8, pay special 
attention to the time frame: "When the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?"

This sobering scripture aims directly at anyone who is left standing, so to speak, at His coming. 
Christ looked down through the millennia, and saw us—looked into our hearts—and wondered, 
"Where is the faith?"

What faith is Jesus talking about? It cannot be in His existence because even the demons believe that. 
Demons also have a great deal of respect for God's power and sovereignty. What the demons do not 
believe in is God's love and all that springs from it. For instance, how could Satan have rebelled if he 
really believed in God's love for him? Perhaps the original iniquity found in Satan, the start of all 
trouble, was his lack of faith in God's love for him—"for whatever is not from faith is sin" (Romans 
14:23). That faithlessness led to pride and vanity and ultimately to rebellion.

When Christ returns, will He find a people who believe how much God loves them and therefore will 
trust in Him no matter what the physical evidence looks like? That is the faith Christ is talking about 
in verse 8.

In the preceding verses, Christ contrasts the unjust judge, who could not care less, to the true God, 
who could not care or love more. The underlying subject of the parable is God's faithfulness and 
love, and Jesus gave it to encourage our faith in the Father's love.

Then, in verse 8, Christ says, "I tell you that [the Father] will avenge [the elect] speedily," followed 
immediately by, "Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?" 
A definition for  is "in spite of that." God will act speedily in His great love for us, yet in nevertheless
spite of that fact, people in the end time will still have difficulty believing in the depth of His love.



Faith to Face Our Trials by Pat Higgins (https://www.cgg.org)

Page  of 3 6

Our salvation depends on believing how special we are to God—how much He loves us. Jesus says 
in verse 1, "Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart." 
Along with prayer, this parable teaches us about not losing heart—enduring to the end. Knowing how 
much God loves us can give us the courage and hope we need to face and endure what is ahead.

Lamentations 3:21-23 (RSV) tells us what we have to remember and believe if we are to have the 
right kind of hope: "But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord 
never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is thy 
faithfulness."

Enduring to the End

The Bible shows us the damage caused when God's people do not believe how special we are to Him. 
Jesus says in Matthew 24:12, "And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow 
cold." How do we keep our love from going cold? We must go to the source to replenish it. Where is 
that source? Where does real love come from? The answer is found in I John 4:19: "We love Him 
because He first loved us."

Not long ago, the church had leaders and members who no longer believed how special we are and 
how much God loves those He has called. They wanted to become like the other churches. When that 
kind of faith is lacking, we cut ourselves off from the only true source of love. The result is 
automatic: What love we have begins to grow cold.

As members began to see the church crumble around them, they began walking by sight and no 
longer believed in the elect's special status with God. What happened to those people? Most have 
simply disappeared—they did not endure to the end or believe how much God loved them. That is 
how important it is to believe in the depth of God's love for us.

The next verse, Matthew 24:13, reinforces this thought: "But he who endures to the end shall be 
saved." Jesus sets up a contrast. Verse 12 describes people without faith in God's love for us growing 
cold and not enduring. In verse 13, "but" suggests that those with faith in His love will endure and be 
saved.

What happened over the past decade or so is nothing compared to what is ahead for some of us. The 
time of Jacob's trouble will be terrible. Many will face famine, pestilence, and persecution. Friends 
and family may turn on us. Church members will die. When all this happens, there may be no 
physical evidence to see how much God loves us. How will we endure those times? We will, but only 
if we absolutely believe in how special we are to God, how much He loves us. That is the faith we 
will need to endure any trial.

Our Day of Judgment

With all this as a backdrop, notice I John 4:8: "He who does not love does not know God, for God is 
love."
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Every thought, every word, every act of God is an expression of love. God is sovereign, and He has 
the right to do whatever He wants. This would be tyranny except for one simple fact: Everything God 
does, whether seemingly arbitrary or not, is motivated by love. Even our trials are supreme acts of 
love as Hebrews 12:5-11 and Job's experience show.

Herbert W. Armstrong once said about Job: "Job was one of the hardest men for God to ever bring 
down to repentance that has ever lived on the face of this earth." As terrible as the trial was, Job 
needed it for salvation. Psalm 84:11 says that God will withhold no good thing from us. To withhold 
that trial from Job would have been withholding a good thing, making God guilty of hating Job 
(Proverbs 13:24).

Only God is wise enough to allow us to go through a desperately needed trial while simultaneously 
using it to accomplish His other purposes as well. In the worsening times ahead, God will not use 
some of us as cannon fodder for His purposes, though He has the right to do it—He made us. 
Because of His love for us, He will allow us to face trials because we need them to perfect us. After 
all, "  work together for good" to those called (Romans 8:28).all things

How will we survive spiritually if we are among those God chooses to be persecuted, possibly 
tortured, and killed? Only because we believe that God loves no one more than us, and for this 
reason, we will  that what we are enduring is for our good and will bring about His purpose.know

As children, we were disciplined by our parents. As it happened, how often did we thank them for the 
love they were showing us? As parents, we have disciplined our children. How many times have they 
ever said, "Thank you"? Most likely, the answer to both is "Never!"

Do we discipline our children out of love or hate? Love, of course. Then why do they not say, 
"Thank you"? At the moment it is happening, they cannot see—they do not believe—how much we 
love them. It is a hallmark of youth or immaturity to be blind to the big picture, to see only what is 
directly in front of them. Hopefully, in times of trial, we are not children in a spiritual sense.

The apostle John describes love in I John 4:10 [Contemporary English Version (CEV)]: "Real love is 
not our love for God, but his love for us. God sent his Son to be the sacrifice by which our sins are 
forgiven."

He writes in verse 16: "And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, 
and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him." John wants us to understand how much 
God loves us and to believe how special we are to God—our faith in how much He loves us. The fact 
that God is love is repeated from verse 8 to emphasize how complete God's love is toward us. The 
verse ends with the fruit of this kind of love—unity.

This leads directly into I John 4:17 (God's Word version): "God's love has reached its goal in us. So 
we look ahead with confidence to the day of judgment. While we are in this world, we are exactly 
like him with regard to love."

If we have this faith in God's love for us mentioned in verse 16, its purpose is to give us the 
confidence, courage, and hope we need as we face our trials in our day of judgment, which is now (I 
Peter 4:17), whatever and whenever they may be. By exercising this faith, we will be exactly like 
Christ.
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Christ had absolute faith in God's love for Him, and He used that faith to triumph in His trials and 
endure. We must use the exact same faith in following the example He set for us.

"Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith."

While I John 4:17 gives us the master key—faith in the depth of God's love for us—to unlock the 
understanding we need to face our trials successfully and endure, the story does not end there. John 
continues in verse 18: "There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves 
torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love."

If understanding how much God loves us and believing in it are so important, how can we tell where 
we stand in the strength of that belief? Verse 18 begins to answer that question. Fear and worry 
signal that we are not yet perfect in our belief in how much God loves us. If we believe that the God 
of infinite power and wisdom loves no one in the universe more than us, what do we have to fear or 
worry about?

What good parent does not use all the resources available to ensure the well being of his or her 
children? We are in the minute-by-minute care of the great God (Matthew 10:29-31). "If God is for 
us, who can be against us?" (Romans 8:31). Similarly, Isaiah 43:13 (CEV) records an important 
promise from God: "I am God now and forever. No one can snatch you from me or stand in my way."

 outside of us can stand in His way of accomplishing His purpose to save except ourselves Nothing
(John 6:39-40; 10:28; Philippians 1:6). As difficult as Job was, God knew exactly what trial was 
necessary—in his case, a quite painful one—to get the right result. He knows the buttons to push and 
the pressures to apply to set each of us straight. Job 36:15 (Today's English Version) tells us, "But 
God teaches men through suffering and uses distress to open their eyes."

A second sign of our lack of faith in His love is how we respond to trials. If we believe in how much 
He loves us, then we know the trial is for our good. Because of His love, we should know that a trial 
is not just an arbitrary act without rhyme or reason. Because He is God, it cannot be an accidental 
circumstance happening without His awareness or concern. It definitely cannot be an act just to make 
our lives more difficult. These might be the thoughts of a child while receiving a spanking, but they 
should not be ours.

A third way to measure the strength of our faith is to list the things that would make our lives better 
yet seem to be out of reach. For some, it is money; others, a job; and still others, a mate. Psalm 84:11 
is a verse we can use to get the right perspective: "No good thing will He withhold from those who 
walk uprightly."

If we are walking uprightly, our lack of a desired thing is in itself a good indication that at this time it 
is not good for us, no matter what we might think to the contrary. Otherwise, this verse cannot be 
true. Getting what we want rather than what we need can be spiritually lethal (Revelation 3:17).

A final way to measure our faith is to examine if we ever feel we love ourselves more than God does. 
A person with this attitude begins to take things into his own hands because he cannot trust God to do 
it—he does not believe how good God is and how much He loves him. To doubt the depth of God's 
love for us is to deny God and the very essence of who He is—love.
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This describes Satan's attitude, one that could be considered insanity. Human nature, which mimics 
Satan's spirit (Ephesians 2:2) is suicidal, wanting to sin even though it knows the result is death. 
Thus, because human nature contains this spirit of self-destruction, God  loves us more than always
we love ourselves.

It is vital that we build our faith in God's love for us and realize just how special we are to Him. He 
loves no one else in the universe more. I John 4:17 promises that perfecting our faith in God's love 
for us gives us the power we need to face our trials, our day of judgment, boldly. In doing so, we will 
be imitating the faith Jesus Christ exercised in facing His trails, showing absolute faith in God's love 
for us.


