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Many of you old-timers and maybe some of you new-timers will remember a
song by John Lennon, "Give Peace a Chance." "Give Peace a Chance" isan
anti-war song written by John Lennon. He wrote it in 1969, and it soon
became the anthem of the anti-war movement in the US throughout the
Vietnam War era. By the way, he wrote it while he was lying in bed. That
should tell you something. The lyrics are pretty much nonsensical except for
the chorus, and these lyrics essentially imply that everyone is talking about
everything but peace.

Its chorus, which is the ultimate earworm, and | apologize for even saying
the word, | will not sing it, but its chorusis, "All we are saying is give peace
achance." That phrase, that sentence is repeated 19 times throughout the
song. It feels like 99 times after you listen to it and you want to say, | get it,
please stop. The listener almost wants to disturb the peace to end the stupid
song.

But today we are going to give peace, not a chance, but a thorough review.

My New Oxford American Dictionary lists three definitions of peace. The
first is freedom from disturbance, and they give the synonym of tranquility to
help us understand what they mean. The second one is a state or period
without war, civil disorder, or dispute or dissension between individuals or
groups. And the third one is part of the liturgy of some churches. Itisa
ceremonia handshake or kiss exchanged during a service symbolizing
Christian love and unity. Y ou have probably seen it in Scripture as the kiss
of peace or that sort of thing. We are just going to forget about that one and
we will talk more about the first two.

Now these meanings are standard fare. If you go to just about any dictionary,

you will find something similar. But these definitions expose that our
English word peace is not very descriptive. And as a stand-in for the concept
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of peace found in Scripture, it is actually quite narrow. That is, our English
word is quite narrow and thus a rather poor tranglation of the Greek word
and especially the Hebrew word in Scripture.

To convey the richness of the Hebrew word shalom, the trandlators actually
would need to have used alist of words, kind of like the Amplified Bible
does with various things, to give the reader the full sense of what is being
implied in whatever is said in any particular scripture that mentions the
concept of peace. It iskind of impractical that they should do that, so they
just use the word peace and then you have to scramble, go to your lexicons
or hear a good sermon maybe about it to understand what it is all about. The
problem, you see, is on our end, not the Hebrews' end and not the Greeks
end. It is our problem because we have such a simple and not very broad
word, peace.

We define peace too simply in our own minds and we rarely think through
the full ramifications even of the meanings that we ascribe to peace. We just
hear peace and we think a certain thing and we do not go very far from there
and think it through.

Shalom, on the other hand, takes the basic concept of peace, one that we
understand, and adds its positive effects and benefits to the person who is
blessed with it over the long run. So it isaword, you could say, that has a
present and a future aspect to it, and they include all of that within it. It is not
only the state or the condition but the result of this state of peace that we
may have. Thus, the meaning of shalom is much richer, much deeper, and
much farther reaching than mere tranquility or the absence of conflict.

Now, like my sermon aweek ago on the first day of Unleavened Bread, this
sermon is obviously going to focus on peace. Part One, if you will
remember, dealt with Christ's voluntary sacrifice to create peace between
God and mankind. Those who believe and accept that sacrifice are pardoned
by grace. Justified, their sins are covered by Christ's blood. And so because
of that, they have peace with God. There is no longer sin standing in the
way. Now our relationship has been restored.

The second kind of peace which | mentioned just briefly in my first sermon,
and | did that purposely. | did not want to give too many hints about what
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this sermon was going to be about. That second kind of peace isrelated to
thefirst, but it isnot quite the same. It isavailable, like the first one, only to
believers, those who have made the New Covenant with God.

Also this second peace is one that Christ givesto us, but we need to still seek
it and maintain it and nurture it as we go through our converted lives. And if
we do, the abundant life that Christ promises there in John 10:10 will be ours.

L et us start in the scripture where we started last week and we are going to
go back to the book of Jeremiah, chapter 6, and we are going to read verses
10 through 15. Thiswill give us akind of overview and summary of some of
the things that | discussed last week but we will add to it. God says,

Jeremiah 6:10-15 To whom shall | speak and give warning, that
they may hear? Indeed their ear is uncircumcised, and they cannot
give heed. Behold, the word of the Lord is a reproach to them; they
have no delight in it. Therefore | am full of the fury of the Lord. |
am weary of holding it in. "l will pour it out on the children
outside, and on the assembly of young men together; for even the
husband shall be taken with the wife, the aged with him who isfull
of days. And their houses shall be turned over to others, fields and
wives together; for | will stretch out My hand against the
inhabitants of the land," saysthe Lord. "Because from the least of
them even to the greatest of them, everyoneisgiven to
covetousness [Mark was talking about that this morning]; and from
the prophet even to the priest, everyone deals falsely. They have
also healed the hurt of My people slightly, saying, 'Peace, peace!'
when there is no peace. Were they ashamed when they had
committed abomination? No! They were not at all ashamed; nor did
they know how to blush. Therefore they shall fall among those who
fall; a the time | punish them, they shall be cast down," saysthe
Lord.

Hereis an Old Testament prophecy about the people of Isradl. It was
directed to those who were living there in Jerusalem and Judea at the time
when the Babylonians were about to come upon them and be the rod of God,
if you will, and punish them for their sins and their turning away from the
covenant. But it also applies to the people of God at the end time. We have
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to make sure that we are not of this attitude, not of this wickedness. Better to
avoid it altogether than to be faced with the wrath of God where He says
they are not even ashamed.

But notice that at that time when things were pretty much the absolute worst,
you had the prophets and the priests, those who are supposed to be on top of
things and telling the people what they need to do—they needed to turn back
to God, they needed to stop sinning, they needed to renew the covenant, get
back to it—they were saying, "Hey, peace! Things are going to be okay.
Things are not as bad as you think they are." So they would say this peace,
peace, and it was alie. There was no peace. There was no peace externally or
internally. But they tried to soothe and calm everybody, and then what do
you know? The Babylonians came. And then there was certainly no peace.

But you have these people in the pulpits trying to put aband-aid on a gaping
wound and it was not working. It only helped slightly, but it certainly was
not giving the people arealistic look of what was actually going on.

Let usgoto | Thessalonians 5 and we will read the first three verses.

| Thessalonians 5:1-3 But concerning the times and the seasons,
brethren, you have no need that | should write to you. For you
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord comes as a thief
in the night. For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then comes
sudden destruction upon them as labor pains upon a pregnant
woman. And they shall not escape.

So Paul hereisgiving a prophecy of similar proportions. He is definitely
aiming it at the time of the end, the Day of the Lord. And as he says, we
know that it is going to come suddenly. It is going to appear when most
people are not looking for it. It is going to be a surprise to most people
because they have their minds concentrated on other things and not what
God is doing and not what is really happening in the world.

But Paul intimates here that the same thing will go on as happened in
Jerusalem and Judeain the time of Jeremiah. There will be people saying,
"Hey, all is peaceful. Y ou're not going to have any problems. It's safe out
there. We're not going to have these great global conflagrations, these great
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conflicts between Europe and America or the Middle East or Asia or what
have you. Y eah, the world is moving toward peace." And the outcomeis
going to be the same. The outcome is sudden destruction. And Paul says
here, if you are on that side of things, they shall not escape. It istoo late. The
great destruction of the day of the Lord is going to come upon them.

So injust afew years, perhaps, we will be hearing these things. The world
will seem to shift at the blink of an eye from relative supposed peace to total
war. The whole world will be involved and as Paul says, theresult is
Inescapable destruction.

Now the church has always framed these two passages this way. We say that
peace or the absence of war, absence of conflict reigns, and then a sudden
change to world war. It makes sense from what we see here. And | believe it
Isthe primary prophetic interpretation of these two passages. That is the
more literal way of looking at it and that is always a good place to start when
you are interpreting prophecy. However, it should not be our only
perspective of these passages, especially considering what the biblical words
for peace imply.

This interpretation, the primary one that | was talking about, it isa physical
interpretation. Thisiswhat is happening out in the world or will happen out
in the world physically.

But the second more important perspective to us is the spiritual perspective.
How does it affect us in the church right now? And how does it affect us,
those who are converted, as we approach thistime? It is going to be alittle
different for us because we should know what is going on. We should have a
much more spiritual perspective of this, and even of what kind of peace there
actually is or the lack thereof spiritually. | think you will understand that
when we get alittle further along.

So while these passages contrast the absence of war with actual violent war,
an expanded understanding of peace exposes man's spiritually rotten interior.
Now we have gone from a perspective of what is happening out there
exteriorly in the world. Now we see that the absence of peace, that is, the
fact that there will be conflict, exposes that the interior of peopleis sinful
and wicked. Because they would not go to war unless there was wickedness
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inside. And as | mentioned last week, since Eden, true peace has never
existed. Not among human beings, certainly not among those whom God has
not called.

There may have been arare absence of bloody warfare going on, but we
know that from the frequency of that kind of warfare, peace was never
around to begin with, really. That somebody was always scheming one way
or another to break the peace to get what they want. Just one way of 1ooking
at it.

Now, both of these passages, the one in Jeremiah and theonein |
Thessalonians, portray a hypocritical people who claim to be spiritually
healthy. They think that they are stable. Maybe in our modern vernacular, we
would say they say about themselves, "we're good." They do not see
themselves as bad people. They think they are pretty good people. They
think they are fairly moral people. They think they get along with everybody.
They are not trying to fight. But the sudden destruction that comes on them
reveals they have been corrupt and rebellious all along.

| know you have probably heard me say this before in a sermon or two, but
the Roman poet Juvenal wrote, "nemo malus felix." That is great, isit not?
Did not take Latin, huh? In English, that means "peace visits not the guilty
mind." Another way to trandateit is, "no bad man is happy." Or, "no rest for
the wicked." Or maybe we can just say, wickedness precludes happiness.
God saysit very simply in Isaiah 48:22 and also Isaiah 57:21, "Thereisno
peace for the wicked." Both of them say basically the same thing. Wicked
people, people who have sin in them, will not have any kind of happiness or
peace, will not have any contentment, will not have that tranquility. Anditis
likely more likely than not that they are going to break out into conflict with
others.

Maybe more concisely, we could say outward peace, that is, the absence of
conflict or war, hidesinner turmoil and discontent. Even though they may
not be caving in another person's head or plotting somebody's destruction,
sending their armies here and there, people still are in conflict with
themselves. Conflict inside, conflict with what is right, conflict with maybe
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their own ignorance. | do not know. But most people in this world who have
not been called, have not been given God's Spirit, war with themselves. And
they are ignorant or confused about what is true and right.

So thereis aconflict of conscience. And there is alot of weakness there that
allows them to do things that maybe a stronger conscience would forbid
them to do. We can spot it today in man's manic search for identity. Who am
1?7 Am | awoman? Am | afurry? Y ou know, am | apost or, you know,
people do these stupid things, thinking strange things, wherever their
Imagination takes them, and not accepting the reality of who they are. And
so they search for an identity that can make them feel unique in some way or
make their minds rest alittle bit, have alittle internal peace, and so they
come up with these strange identities of who they are. | mean, some today
cannot tell even what sex they are because they are so confused.

Part of it isthe external confusion because of their teaching, their upbringing
where they were not told what isright. And part of it istheir own discontent
and immaturity, and sheer foolishness, which at its baseisfound in
ignorance and rebellion.

At this point in the sermon, we need to get some definitions clear about these
words that | have been throwing around and one or two others. So let us start
with the New Testament word for peace.

It isthe Greek word eirene. At itsroot, it describesthe state of no war. Itisa
lot like our word for peace in English. So it iswar's opposite. A period or
interlude in the everlasting state of war, as one German lexicographer said. It
describes an external state of rest or absence of hostility. Thereis no conflict
around, so we are in a state of peace.

That isthe common Greek definition of the word eirene. However, thisis not
the principal usage of eirenein the New Testament. That is the common
secular definition of the Greek term. Instead, we have to realize that the New
Testament was written by Jews who were trandating everything into Greek
from a Hebrew mindset. And so eirene is actually a stand-in for the Hebrew
word shalom.
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Now on to shalom: while it can imply the absence of war, just like eirene
and just like English peace, shalomis not only far broader in meaning, but it
also isinfused with religious meaning, spiritual meaning, theological
meaning.

In his Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, Gerhard Kittel, who is
thought to be one of the greatest lexicographers of Greek, saysthat it isan
Imprecise word. Since it is"ageneral expression of avery comprehensive
nature." It islike aholder for alot of ideas. Shalom, we hear it fairly afew
timesin our life, even though we do not speak Hebrew, it isaword that has
come into the general lexicon and we think of it as equal to our word peace.
But there is so much moreto it. So in other words, we limit shalom's broad
meaning if we equate it strictly with alimited definition of peace as no war.

| like to think of shalom as an iceberg word, that is, agreat deal of its
meaning hides beneath the surface. So what is some of this hidden meaning
beneath the surface? At its core, shalom means well-being, implying both
bodily health and we would call it, mental health. Or maybe more
specifically satisfaction or contentment. So when somebody wishes you
shalom, if they are not just giving you a greeting or afarewell in using it,
they mean that they wish that you had good bodily health and you are
satisfied with your life.

Now from here, from this point on, the meaning of shalom expands into the
Idea of prosperity. Because if you have your good health and you are
satisfied with life, you are probably fairly prosperous. Y ou have been given
blessings and you think lifeis good. "May you prosper and be in good
health." That iskind of the idea here. And when you expand this beyond the
individual into agroup, alarger group or anation, it edges closer to our
normal definition of peace because it is difficult to maintain prosperity in
times of conflict. And so if we have shalomin the nation, we usually think
that we are living in atime when there is no war, there is no conflict to
disturb our ongoing prosperity.

Shalom al so expresses completeness or perfection, a kind of wholeness,

because when you have good health and you are content with your life and
feeling satisfied, you feel complete. Y ou do not need anything else to make
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you feel at peace. We can say al iswell. Shalomin that sense means that
everywhere you look, you see only good. Y ou see completion, you see
maturity, you see prosperity, you see health, and you are satisfied with the
whole of your life.

Now, | am thinking of athird sermon that goes into this. | may or may not do
it, do not hold meto it. But | think that is a part of the definition that we need
to explore in Scripture.

Another facet of shalomisthe idea of stability and unity within a
relationship. Thisisahbig one, especially necessary and part of our
relationship with God. But just in the normal aspects of life when spouses,
let us say, or friends get along really well, the relationship is secure when it
Isfree from conflict or any kind of disruptive influence that causes problems,
there is shalom. Y our group, your partnership, your marriage iS prosperous
because the two of you or the many of you are all doing each's part to make
it work. The relationship is going well and you are prospering in that
relationship.

In thisvein, as| mentioned, shalomis frequently connected to the term for
covenant. Because covenants are made for this reason, to bring peace to the
relationship, whether it is between two people or whether it is between two
groups, or whether it is between a person and his God. So covenants are
made to secure or to ensure stable, secure, prosperous rel ationships between
people. And it does this by providing boundaries. It isall inlegalese. If you
read the contract, they create boundaries to the covenant. It also creates
expectations for each side. What is your part to play in this contract or
covenant. And it also includes benefits for compliance. What are you going
to get out of thisif you do your part in the covenant? And unfortunately, yes,
it also includes penalties for violations of the covenant or the contract, so it is
al lad out.

In agood covenant, every aspect of what could happen is covered so that
each partner in the covenant, in the contract, knows what he must do or he
must avoid doing and all the other things, like how long does it last, what is
he going to get out of it in the end, blah, blah, blah. It isal in that fine print.
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But overall, the contract is there to create peace. To create an environment, a
legal environment in which the two sides, who do not think the same usually
because either one has more power or there are different reasons for going
Into the covenant, or one wants one thing and one wants another, but they
have come to an agreement that they will get at least some of what they
wanted.

But the covenant puts all thisin legalistic language so that whatever the
project is, is completed. And if you want to get the project completed, the
best way to do it is to have peace. So that is what the contract does. It creates
an environment of peace.

Let usgo to Ezekiel 37 and we will start chasing thisout alittle bit. We are
going to read verses 24 through 28. This eventually getsto the New
Covenant.

Ezekiel 37:24-28 "David My servant shall be king over them
[Meaning Israel. Thisisin the future after they have been brought
back, after the second Exodus.] and they shall all have one
shepherd; they shall also walk in My judgments and observe My
statutes, and do them. Then they shall dwell on the land that | have
given to Jacob My servant, where your fathers dwelt; and they shall
dwell there, they, their children, and their children's children
forever; and My servant David shall be their prince forever.
Moreover [and thisis the reason why they can live forever with
David over them and do all the statutes and judgments and such] |
will make a covenant of peace with them, and it shall be an
everlasting covenant with them; | will establish them and multiply
them, and | will set My sanctuary in their midst forevermore. My
tabernacle also shall be with them; indeed | will be their God, and
they shall be My people. The nations also will know that I, the
Lord, sanctify Israel [I will set them apart and make them holy],
when My sanctuary isin their midst forevermore."™

So thisisthe ultimate of a covenant with agroup of people. At this point,

they are still going to be human when they come back from the great
Tribulation and the Day of the Lord. They are brought back to the land of
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|srael and the resurrected David is appointed to be their king, and they go
through the covenant process again where they have to learn to abide by the
covenant. And God says He will put His temple there, His sanctuary, and
with this new group of Israelites He will do what He meant to do with Israel
before. But this time, as we see from other scriptures, they will have the
Spirit of God available and it will all go alot better than the first time. So,
the covenant of peace that is mentioned there in verse 26 between God and
|srael establishes the bounds of the relationship.

God isvery intelligent. When He gathers the people, He says, "Okay, we are
going to sit down and craft this contract.” It is not so much crafting as the
lesser, the people of Isragl, accepting what God says. That is exactly what
happened at Sinai at the first time. But He is going to say, "Okay, thisisthe
way it'sgoing to be. Thisis David your king. And we are going to enforce
this covenant and thisis what you have to do. Y ou have to keep My
commandments, My statutes, and My judgments. Y ou're going to have to
come and do the things you need to do at My sanctuary, and that's going to
be a sign then of our agreement that 1've come to sanctify Israel and
everybody will know, when looking from outside, all the nations will say,
'Hey, these are God's people.’ Obviously, because He put His sanctuary in
their midst." And they are the ones that have the contract with God that says
that they do what He says, and they will be His people.

So this covenant of peace provides eternal stability and prosperity. Because
of what the Israelites have just gone through, each side is now fully invested
in the relationship. They come back weeping and say, we messed up and we
want to do what is right now, so we are going to abide by the terms of the
covenant. And so they will voluntarily, and entirely as well as they can, keep
the terms of the agreement.

Thisiswhat God has prophesied; that it is going to take the worst years of
their lives, the worst years of anybody's lives on the face of the earth, to
finally pound it into the Israglites heads that they need to follow God, but
the ones that come out the other end are going to say, "We'll do it. We don't
want to go through that again. We were dumb. We repent in dust and ashes.”

So what we have here in this covenant is the establishment of peace, a
condition of peace, a state of peace through the covenant, so that, what?
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What is the endgame here? What does God establish the covenant to do?
WEll, just like the covenant has always done, it is the environment, if you
will, for spiritual growth and entry into the Kingdom of God. God wants His
people to be righteous, and so He makes a covenant with them so that they
can achieve those things with His help.

So we have the verse that | went to last time.

James 3:18 Now the fruit of righteousnessis sown in peace by
those who make peace.

What is going to happen is that after Christ's return, He is going to establish
an environment of peace in order to produce righteousness and growth. And
eventually those people, those |sraelites who are part of the covenant
because they have accepted it, agreed to it, will become members of God's
Family. But they will have to go through the same process that we are going
through now. Because this same covenant has been made with us and those
same conditions of peace exist. You may not realizeit, but they do. The
same covenant rules your life and if you agreed to it and you are doing what
you should do as a party in the covenant, the conditions of peace are yours.

o this understanding that true peace is the ultimate expression of aright
relationship with God through the covenant brings out an opposite
observation. When we are not in aright relationship with God, peaceis
impossible. In other words, our sins, or iniquities as |saiah 59:12 says, have
separated you from your God. So you are not at peace. That is what we went
over last time. | do not think | need to go into that anymore. Our sins create a
state of war, or at least conflict with God.

Now let us ook at this peace that we have. Let us go back to the book of
John and we will go to John 14. We touched on thisin the Passover service
but | want to expand on this quite a bit. We will read verses 25 to 27 and
then we will skip down to John 16:33. Jesus says,

John 14:25 "These things | have spoken to you while being present
with you.
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So He said, there is a change coming. | have given you instruction while |
am here and that is good stuff, but it was coming at you fast and furious. So
He says, there is a solution to this because | know you do not remember
everything. | am paraphrasing quite a bit.

John 14:26 "But the Helper [or the Comforter, Parakletos], the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach
you all things and bring to your remembrance all thingsthat | said
to you.

He gives them some hope there that as they are going through life without
Him, they are in the flesh, they will remember His teaching and they will be
guided by it. Verse 27 iswhere | am really heading here. Right on the heels
of this, He says,

John 14:27 "Peace | leave with you, My peace | giveto you; not as
the world givesdo | giveto you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid.”

John 16:33 "These things | have spoken to you, that in Me you
may have peace. [In Me, notice that, in Me, you may have peace.]
In the world, you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, | have
overcome the world."

L et usthink about all this. Now Jesus promises His disciples peace in
concert with receiving God's Spirit. So the giving of God's Spirit, bringing to
remembrance the things that they had heard, will also come with a measure
of peace. We know that peaceisafruit of the Holy Spirit. We find that in
Galatians 5:22. So we know that the Holy Spirit produces peacein us.

Now if we would go through the epistles, | do not know if you have noticed
this before, we would find that in most of them, ailmost al of Paul's, and
some of the othersin the general epistles, what we would find isa verse
either at the beginning or the end, that says, "Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." Let usjust go just skip through
these very quickly. Romans 1, verse 7, we will skip in the middle.

Page 13 of 21



Peace, Peace (Part Two): Christ's Peace by Richard T. Ritenbaugh
(https.//www.cgg.org)

Romans 1.7 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

| Corinthians 1:3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Il Corinthians 1.2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Galatians 1:3 Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our
L ord Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

| think | have gone through enough to kind of convince you that thisis what
IS happening. But notice what that says. True peace, the peace that He leaves
with His people or He gives to His people comes from the same place grace
originates. Paul almost equates the two in terms of importance. "Grace and
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." We get it from the
Father. We get it from the Son through Their Spirit in us.

Makes me ask the question. Do we as Christians val ue peace as much as
grace? But that is what the apostle saysfirst thing. God gives us grace. God
gives us peace. We value grace alot. We came out of religions that made
grace everything. But did they make peace everything? Was it even
mentioned? Not awhole lot, | do not think. It was all grace, grace, grace, and
graceisgreat. It iswonderful, it is necessary.

But if we leave out peace, if we do not emphasize peace, there is awhole ot
missing from our Christian lives because it is a gift from God that we need!
We need peace all the time. Remember what James says in James 3:18. We
need the peace to produce righteousness. And the only way we are going to
get that peace or to get the righteousnessis that God gives us grace.
Especialy early on, grace isthe thing that gets us moving because we have
been dealing with sin and God gives us grace so we can start out, and gives
us grace in an ongoing way throughout our lives, but peaceis at least as
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important during our sanctification. Because only in an environment of peace
can we really produce the fruits of righteousness.

Now, let us consider what Jesus said back in John 14:27. He says He leaves
His peace with us or with His disciples. Now, the more cynical scholars say
that thisisreally just aform of farewell, you know, the Jewish shalom as
they leave your presence. But it is far deeper than that. | do not know how
they can say that and still keep a straight face. What Jesus says, "peace |
leave with you" it is far degper than just goodbye. Itsintent is steadier and
more long term.

| mean, we say goodbye to each other and half a second later, we forget
about it. But the peace that Jesus is talking about leaving us is something that
remains with us. It approaches a constant state or condition, like the state of
grace. That is a constant state as long as we do not sin and do not rebel. God
applies grace to us through the blood of Jesus Christ covering our sins, and
so we still have His favor. We still have His pardon. We still have the gifts
that He gives us. And so you could say He reappliesit to us automatically
upon repentance.

And the same happens with peace. It is not atemporary, "see you, be well,"
like Jesus was going out the door to His crucifixion. It is so much more than
that. Under the covenant, within the relationship with God, we have peace.
And like grace or with grace, it is the reigning condition or should be the
reigning condition, making righteous living possible. We need both. We
need the grace and we need the peace.

Now whether we remain in that state is entirely up to us. Again, like grace,
sin pulls us out of that state of peace. We must repent. | mean, if we become
hostile toward God because of sin, we need to run back to Him and say, "I'm
sorry. | let my human nature get ahead of me. | want peace with Y ou as well
asforgiveness." So we hurry back to God for His peace to be applied to us,
both peace with God in terms of sin under the covenant and for the inner
peace that we so desire so we can make progress growing into Christ's image.
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The peace Jesus leaves with usis necessary for our inner tranquility evenin
times of trouble. Because it will help us to reduce or even eliminate fears and
anxieties we may feel about the times or the certain conditions that we may
be living under.

L et us go to Philippians 4 and just see a couple of verses here. We will also
go to Colossians 3. But in Philippians 4:7, we get akind of ameasure of this.
Let usstart in verse 6 here.

Philippians 4:6-7 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be
made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.

He is saying here that when we go back to God in prayer because of things
that are happening in our world, in our families, in our relationships with
others, that one of the things that comes back to usis the peace of God. And
it isinteresting here. It is beyond understanding. It surpasses all

under standing. How can a God millions or billions of miles away at the time
of our prayers send peace? How does that work? What is the mechanism for
that? | do not understand.

Wéll, it is obviously through His Spirit. But He can give us at that moment,
in that instant, peace, an inner satisfaction, an inner contentment, a
confidence. Paul admits, | do not understand it. | do not understand it fully.
But it happens. And you know what? That peace guards our minds and our
hearts. It guards us from dlipping away, from doing wrong. It is not going to
reach out and say no and stop you from doing something, but it will certainly
undergird and strengthen you to do what you need to do. But we still do not
understand it. Just enjoy it. Just make use of it.

Let usgo on to Colossians 3, verse 15. Hereisa similar thing.
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Colossians 3:15 And let the peace of God rulein your hearts[Let
the peace of God command you. L et the peace of God guide you
and direct you and show you the right way.], to which you also
were called in one body; and be thankful.

| do not think we have given peace the serious thought that it should have
made us giveit.

But let us go back to John 14:27 because there is more to this obvioudly.
Notice here in this particular verse that Jesus does not leave it as a mere,
peace | leave with you. | mean, if it were there only, we could say that He
was saying "Shalom, guys." But He clarifies that; He does the Hebrew thing
and gives a parallel. Like the Hebrew poets did, often giving parallel verses
that one explains the other. He says, "My peace | giveto you." A very
Important clarification.

His peaceisdivine. It istranscendent. It istotally unlike human peace. It is
aswe saw in Philippians there, impossible really to understand. It surpasses
our ability to understand it becauseit isfrom God. It is such a high-level
peace that we cannot understand it quite fully. But one thing we can tell is
that it is a secure peace. How can | say that? How can | say that it is a secure
peace? It is definitely more secure than the peace that isin the ceasefire
between the Trump forces and Iran.

Why can | say that? Because the peace of Jesus Christ is backed by the
power of aholy and sovereign God, not some upstart king or president or
emperor or military leader. It is a peace made possible by the dominion, the
sovereign dominion of the Kingdom of God. That iswhat rulesin the
church—the Kingdom of God. We have signed on to the Kingdom of God.
We have been trand ated to the Kingdom of the Son of Hislove. God rulesin
the church with all His sovereign power. And the peace that He gives usis
peace and it will remain His peace. He will control His peace.

Knowing that the sovereign God rules us in the church, and the whole

church, we can have a still peaceful spirit even when the worst things come
upon us. We are in the Almighty God's hands. So why should we fear what
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men can do, as the psalmist said. You can find that in Psalm 118:6 and
something similar in Psalm 27:1. We do not need to have anxieties about
what is going to happen, although we do. | am not saying that we are
Superman or anything. But if we really sat down and thought about it, we are
secure in God's peace, if we would just believe it and then act on it.

But we alow our fears to mount up and cause us to do silly things because
we did not trust in God's peace. Not only that, Jesus gives us—thisis
Important—not the hope for peace that a greeting or afarewell gives. | mean,
when somebody says shalom, they are wishing you, hoping that you would
have peace. But Jesus peace is actual peace. It isreal peace. It is present. It
Is not future. When God gives you peace, it is peace now. Not coming in an
hour or aday or aweek or sometime in the distant future. Jesus gives us His
peace immediately. Itisreal. It isnot awish.

Thus we have His final command there in verse 27, back in John 14. His
command hereis, "Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”
Y ou do not need to be troubled or afraid because you have His peace. It is
real peace. Why ruin it by being troubled or afraid? Y ou know, those two
words, troubled actually means shaken. Y ou talk about somebody who has
heard some news and he is shaken by it. That is a person who is quite
disturbed and afraid. Troubled, distressed.

He says you have no reason to get that way because you have My peace. He
says the same thing about being afraid. Afraid is kind of a general term here,
English wise. In Greek, it means do not be a coward. Do not be timid. Be
bold! Be bold in your convictions. Why? Y ou have My peace. It is here now.
Y ou can move forward. So, in this sense, we can say that the opposite of
peaceis not as much war asit isfear. We say War and Peace, Leo Tolstoy,
his book. He istalking about war, conflict, and not-conflict, a peace. But
really in spiritual terms, it should be fear and peace. They are opposites. We
can have boldness and put down fear if we have God's peace.

So the peace He gives allows us to be steady and courageous no matter what
the outward circumstances. Do you know why Paul and the other apostles
were able to face their executions? The peace of God. "Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid." | am sure those words went through their
heads. They knew that God was with them, that He had given them peace.
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| mean, He basically makes this explicit in the other verse we read.

John 16:33 "These things | have spoken to you, that in Me you
may have peace. In the world, you will have tribulation; but be of
good cheer, | have overcome the world."

He has already done it. So whatever tribulation we may have in the world,
whether it comes to persecution or even martyrdom, He has been through it.
He can help you through it and give you peace even in the midst of that.
Why were the Christians able to sing as the lions destroyed them in the
Colosseum? The peace of God. "Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it
be afraid."

Let uslook at something that seems to contradict this. Thisisthe Man
Himself.

L uke 22:39-46 And coming out, He [Jesus] went to the Mount of
Olives, as He was accustomed, and His disciples also followed
Him. When He came to the place, He said to them, "Pray that you
may not enter into temptation." And He was withdrawn from them
about a stone's throw, and He knelt down and prayed, saying,
"Father, if itisYour will, remove this cup from Me; nevertheless
not My will, but Yours, be done." Then an angel appeared to Him
from heaven, strengthening Him. And being in agony, He prayed
more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of blood
falling down to the ground. When He rose up from prayer, and had
come to His disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow. Then
He said to them, "Why do you sleep? Rise up and pray, lest you
enter into temptation."

Now you may think, if you are of acynical mind or a skeptical mind, that
Jesus' peace which He givesto us, failed Him right here. However, we need
to understand that the peace of God does not consist in absolute freedom
from turmoil or suffering. As a human being, remember, He was God in the
flesh here, He, like us, had to grapple with worry and fear and uncertainty,
and thisiswhat | think was really getting Him, the foreknowledge of pain
and suffering. He knew what was coming.
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What He does here is show us how to overcome those disturbing emotions.
He was hit with these temptations to totally givein. To surrender and not
fulfill Hismission. But He did not. He did not give in and thisis how He did
it. Four points here.

First thing He did was He took His problems to the Father in prayer. He
iImmediately got down on His knees and asked for help.

Secondly, He aligned Himself to God's will. And the Father immediately
strengthened Him by sending the angel. So what the prayer did, even though
He may have, in a sense, expressed His anxieties, the prayer worked out that
God sent Him the peace and the strength immediately because He admitted
and He turned so that He was in compl ete agreement with what God wanted
Him to do.

Thirdly, He continued praying even more earnestly. It is very interesting
here. He just did not get up and go away. He sought God's help even more
because He knew the Father was the one who would help Him. So He
continued in prayer.

And fourthly, He accepted what was in store for Him and He went forward.
In faith He trusted God. He found peace, if you will, in an undeviating
devotion to the will of God. So Jesus mind was at rest because He trusted
the Father, He trusted the sovereign God of the universe. "If God saysit, I'm
going to go through it even though it will hurt." And He was convicted. And
with that conviction came peace. He was at peace with what He had to do.

We can say He found tranquility in adherence to the will of God, even to the
brink of death and beyond. Y ou know why Jesus was able to speak as He did
while He was on the cross and do all those good things and forgive those
who crucified Him? He was full of the peace of God and knew what He had
to do. And you know what? We can have that same peace when facing any
kind of distressing trial that we may have. It isgoing to be alot less than
what Jesus went through. And so we can have the peace of God, asit says
here at the end of Hebrews.
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Hebrews 13:20-21 Now may the God of peace who brought up our
Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through
the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you complete in every
good work to do Hiswill, working in you what iswell pleasing in
His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.

Amen.

So give the peace of God, the peace of the Prince of Peace, a chance.
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