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In the previous sermon we looked at Matthew 6:24, which says that no man
can serve two masters. No man can serve two masters equally. Having this
concept of serving two masters equally is a delusion that we can somehow
successfully straddle the fence and have the best of both.

Thisway of life—God's way of life—requires agreat deal of dedication, or
we risk committing idolatry through neglect. We saw at the beginning of that
sermon that anyone who is afriend of the world is the enemy of God. That
came out of James 4:4. Thisworld isaredlity that we have to face day by
day, and part of that reality isthat humansfind it very difficult to resist it.
This is because this world—meaning the cultures of this world—isthe
creation of human nature, and human nature is nothing more than areflection
of Satan's nature.

Jesus arranged these concepts—these thoughts, these elements—into a neat
package by personifying "mammon" in Matthew 6:24, so that we would
understand that when we serve thisworld, we are in reality serving Satan.
Wefindin| John 5:19 that the whole world lies under him. This means that
it isinfluenced by him, controlled by him. It is as though the world has been
pinned by awrestler, and the world lies under the evil one. And so once
again we find that idolatry rearsits ugly and defiling head.

Finally toward the end of the sermon we saw that L aodiceanism fits right
into this scheme, because it, too, isidolatry. It isaform of worldlinessin
which God is gradually pushed off into asmall corner of one's life, and while
that is happening, the Laodicean's faith, histrust, is subtly shifted to
materialism. Faith gradually shifts to created things, even though God is
acknowledged. That is something that we have to grasp—a Laodicean is not
outwardly anti-God. The Laodicean isin all likelihood attending services
regularly, and unbeknownst to him his faith has shifted to materialism.
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| wrote abooklet very early in thelife of the Church of the Great God called
“Prepare To Meet Your God,” and it was largely extracted from the book of
Amos. We are going to begin this sermon there in the book of Amos,
Chapter 6, and in verse 1. | want you to see this because | think that the book
of Amosisavery clear examplein this case of an entire nation that went

L aodicean. God faithfully recorded what was happening within the nation,
and those things are scattered throughout the chapters of the book of Amos. |
picked this particular place becauseit isvividly clear in regard to this
principle of Laodiceanism, and it even beginsin verse 1.

Amos 6:1 Woeto them that are at ease in Zion...

| think you understand that throughout the Bible, beginning, let us say at the
time of David, Zion becomes atype of the Church. It wasthe areain which
the Temple was built.

Amos 6:1 ...and trust in the mountain of Samaria. . .

In this case, trust isin the materia strength of the diplomacy, the armies, and
the economics of Samaria, the capitol city of the Ten Northern Tribes

Amos6:1 ...which are named chief of the nations, to whom the
house of Israel came!

Amos 6:3 Y ou that put far away the evil day, and cause the seat of
violence to come near.

The Laodicean’ s efforts are aimed at thisworld, and in so doing heistelling
God that he is making all his preparations for this world rather than for the
Kingdom of God. And so the Laodicean may not be actually saying, “Well,
the coming of Christ isway far off.” But, by hisworks, that iswhat heis
saying. Histime, his energies, his efforts, hisintelligence are al going in the
wrong direction.

Amos 6:4 That lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves upon

their couches, and eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves out
of the midst of the stall.
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None of these things are inherently evil in themselves, but the attitude that
was driving them to do these things (being at ease and not all wound up, as it
were, for the achievement of God's purpose)...

Amos 6:5-6 That chant to the sound of the viol, and invent to
themselves instruments of music, like David; that drink winein
bowls, and anoint themselves with the chief ointments: but they are
not grieved for the affliction of Joseph.

That is agood thing to consider as being significant, because it is those who
sigh and cry for what is going on in the midst of the city that are going to be
marked as those who are not to be destroyed.

Amos 6:7 Therefore now shall they go captive with the first that go
captive, and the banquet of them that stretched themselves shall be
removed.

These are those who have stretched themselves at ease and are not geared up
to get prepared for Christ's return. They have gone to sleep spiritualy. The
L aodiceans are not al wound up for God's word.

Amos 6:8 The Lord Goo has sworn by Himself, says the Loro the
God of hosts, | abhor the excellency of Jacob, and hate his pal aces:
therefore will | deliver up the city with all that is therein.

If you read Amos with this thought in mind, you will see an entire nation that
went Laodicean. Self-indulgence and mammon-worship prevailed, and there
Isavery close parallel between the contents of the book of Amos and what
happened in the church spiritually.

As a church we became rich and increased with goods and had need of
nothing. All the while we were going to the Feasts and doing the sacrifices,
we called out “Lord! Lord!” (thisisin Chapter 5 of Amos, by the way), but
our heart was far from Him; and in the conduct of our daily lives, we were
showing Him that we did not need Him.
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Now just like these ancient people, we have sown the wind, and we are
reaping the whirlwind. | would suggest to you maybe that you re-read that
booklet, and go through it with that thought in mind, because that was the
intention behind writing it. Jesus made it clear that resisting the pulls of the
flesh and the world requires an act of devotion, at the base of which isthis
concept that Christ and God's purpose must have first priority in our lives. |
think you realize that the end of Matthew the 6th chapter says, “ Seek you
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be
added unto you.”

A side bar to thisisthat doing it the way Christ commandsin Matthew 6 is
the only way that we can have the best of both worlds. We cannot have it if
we are chasing after materialism, because it smply does not have it within
its power to produce the abundant life that we want. We can have alot of
things, but our own lives will not really be abundant. Our lives can be
abundant if God is put first in our minds, in our hearts, in our actions; and we
are devoted to the things that He wants us to be devoted to. We can have far
less materially, and yet we will have the best of thisworld. We will have the
best of God's purpose and the best of thisworld.

In this sermon, we are going to see that faith is shown as the foundational
element in accomplishing this. Let us go back to Matthew 6 again, thistime
inverse 25. | hope you will never lose sight of what Jesusis doing here. He
Islaying down His prescription for resisting thisworld. If anybody knew
how to resist the world, it was Him, and you can get the overall concept that
by our will, by faith, by committing ourselves to this way, we turn our
devotion over to God and |leave the world behind.

Matthew 6:25 Therefore | say unto you, Take no thought for your
life, what you shall eat, or what you shall drink: nor yet for your
body what you shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the
body than raiment [or clothing]?

As Jesus continues to set before us the standards of His Kingdom, what we
have here is another incredibly high one. All of us are to some degree guilty
of anxiety regarding material things, but who, without the clear instruction of
Jesus Christ, would ever think that inordinate affection for earthly thingsisa
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sin? Thisisnot ameretrifle. | mean, thisisfoundational. It isright at the
beginning of Hisinstruction. He is not dealing with trifling thingsin the
Sermon on the Mount. They might be basic, but they are not trifling. They
cannot be sloughed off as being of no consequence. To be fearful about God
supplying our future needsis unbelief. | mean, it is faithlessness in action.
“Whatever is not of faithissin.”

Much iswritten during Israel's journey through the wilderness and their
problems with this circumstance. If we are guilty of it, we need to confess
this before God and to seek His forgiveness. Y ou will recall—reading in
Exodus and Numbers especially—that much grumbling arose from their
unbelief over whether God would supply their needs.

Now what was God's reaction? It spurred His anger, because what they were
doing was questioning the goodness and care of our Creator. That was
manifesting alack of faith in His wise and gracious providence. It was
betraying doubt of Hislove for us. Such a concern and distractionisin
reality the workings of covetousness. All that you parents need to do is think
about your feelings when maybe your children do not trust you. It hurts.
What if your mate does not trust you? How does that make you feel ?

We are dealing with somebody who is absolutely perfect in His character,
and if He says He will take care of us, He will take care of us. When we
doubt and we fret, and we get overwrought and overanxious, it does not
make Him feel too good about our relationship.

Inordinate care for the things of thislifeisthe very tap root of covetousness.
Thisisno small matter, and if we are going to judge the importance of this
subject by the amount of time and space Jesus givesto it right at the very
beginning—Iaying the foundation for His Kingdom—I think that you are
going to see that He spent more time on this subject—faith, works—than any
other single subject in the Sermon on the Mount.

In fact, one author that | researched said that he believes that thisis the part
that Christ was aiming for in the whole Sermon on the Mount, because it gets
right to the heart of the issue of faith, and in regard to the things of thislife—
covetousness, and covetousnessisidolatry. This one concept—take no
anxious thought—is important enough, that even before this chapter is over
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(in fact in the last verse in the chapter) He comes right back to it as though it
is the conclusion: Take no anxious thought.

Y ou might believe that you could not possibly be in any danger because so
little of thisworld's riches come your way that you barely have the
necessities of life. But, brethren, the fear of poverty in the poor and worrying
about the future can ensnare and distract you just as surely asthe love of
wealth ensnares and distracts the rich. Before we get confused, we have to
understand that there is a balance required of us by God in regard to the
things of thislife. We are going to spend just alittle bit of time on this so
that we might see the other side of the cain.

Proverbs 6:6 Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider her ways, and
be wise.

Y ou might get the thought from the way that | have been giving this sermon
that God does not want us to think about taking care of ourselves at all—that
He does not want us to think about possibly working hard enough and
accumulating areserve that we might have in terms of money in a bank, or a
reserve in terms of what we might have in our pantry in the way of food. No.
God requires that we work, and God requires that we work hard at achieving
things—material thingsin thislife. Now, here, the example is taken from the
ant. “Go to the ant, you sluggard: consider her ways, and be wise.” Consider
what the ant does.

Prover bs 6: 7-9 Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler,
Provides her meat [or food] in the summer, and gathers her food in
the harvest. How long will you sleep, O sluggard?

God requires that we attend very dutifully to the responsibilities that we have
of taking care of our families. Let us go back to the New Testament, this
timeto Il Corinthians 12 and in verse 14.

Il Corinthians 12:14 Behold, the third time | am ready to come to
you; and | will not be burdensome to you; for | seek not yours, but
you: for [Notice this principle.] the children ought not to lay up for
the parents, but parents for the children.
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The parents are to work hard enough in taking care of their responsibilities to
their children that they actually lay up for their children. We will take one
scripture that isvery clear.

| Timothy 5:8 But if any provide not for his own, and especially
for those of his own house, he has denied the faith, and isworse
than an infidel.

| think that it is quite clear that thereis alawful careto be taken even for the
things of thislife, and there is no conflict with Christ's word in Matthew 6 in
these scriptures that | have just read. There are degrees of care. Thereisa
godly and a moderate one. There is adistrustful one and an inordinate one.

So | think that these three verses that we have just read clearly show that
there is aduty that we owe to God and to the affairs of thislife. We are to be
diligent in our businessin providing for ourselves and our family. Itis
interesting that God, at the very beginning of the Book (in chapters 1, 2, and
3 of Genesis), when He put Adam and Eve in the Garden, said that they were
to dress and keep it. This means they were to embellish it. They were to add
to it, and they were to guard it from deterioration.

That is part of our responsibility—to be diligent in doing our job for our
employer. We are to be careful that what we have is not squandered and
wasted. We are to look ahead and plan to provide for future demands, taking
Into consideration that there will be emergencies like accidents, illness,
death, natural disasters, and we are to prepare for such things.

If we do not do that, that is not faith that "God will provide,” but rather
presumption and irresponsibility in throwing all the responsibility on God
while weignore oursin failing to fulfill what God also tells usto do. There
Is much to be learned toward God's Kingdom and getting prepared for God's
Kingdom by a careful use of our resources. The danger liesin our very
human proclivity of tending toward extremes.

The most common is following human nature's inclination to be overly
concerned about the things of thislife and devoting too much time and
energy to this because of what is translated here in Matthew 6 as an anxiety,
being anxious. “Take no anxious thought.”
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Now Jesus first point is that attention to the needs of thislife must be
subordinated to seeking after the welfare of things spiritual and eternal. Do
you see that He is arranging them in order of priority? The Kingdom of God
comes first, but we also have to take care of the things of thislife, and if
push ever comes to shove between the two in the use of time and energy, the
gpiritual comesfirgt.

His second point is that while we are diligent in following through in
fulfilling our earthly duties to God, we must deal uprightly and honestly with
men while seeking to acquire those things that are needful. If you want a
Psalm to read in regard to this, Psalm 37 is appropriate. We just sang it here
as one of the hymns at the beginning of services,; and as we were singing
through it, I almost brought the hymnal up with me, because | wanted to read
Dwight Armstrong's interpretation of a portion of that Psalm. Maybe if you
would just get out the hymnal later on and read through it, you will
understand what that Psalm is about.

It is about, or it gave birth to, this teaching in Matthew the 6th chapter. Y ou
might also read Psalm 73 in thisregard. Thereisapriority. The Kingdom of
God comesfirst. While we are also being diligent in meeting the requirement
of God to our employers and so forth, we must deal uprightly and honestly
with men. Do not let covetousness dominate you so that you begin breaking
the law of God.

And third and very important is that in our work we must leave the issue or
success of our labor to God. Let Him determine the degree of our material
prosperity. Our responsibility isto be diligent, to not be covetous, to not be
anxious. Let Him determine the level of prosperity. Our responsibility isto
use what He does supply to the very best of our ability. And His
responsibility as Father is to bless us as He deems best.

So Christ is not forbidding foresight in making careful provision, but Heis
forbidding foreboding. Thereis a difference because foreboding |eads the
mind so that it is constantly occupied and distracted over, in many cases,
what may never come. Look at all the energy we wasted, and how we fretted
because we were not showing faith to God that we believe Him that He will
take care of us.
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Let meillustrate it thisway. Here | am, looking out over the ocean in

Hawaii. The wind is blowing wonderfully out there. Suppose you are out
there sailing. Isit not foresight of the storm that you might see coming on the
horizon...so then you take in your sail while there isyet time. God is not
against making preparations that way. But, after you have taken in the
sail...to be constantly looking at the horizon with such fear and unbelief, that
you are distracted from discharging your more important duties, is being
anxious.

To be distracted about the future is unworthy of our relationship with God.
That iswhy there is so much written about the Exodus and the journey
through the wilderness. That iswhy there is so much written in the Sermon
on the Mount about it. The word, therefore, at the beginning of that verseisa
connecting statement to the previous thought. The previous thought was that
no man can serve two masters, and "therefore" then leads to the conclusion.

Since transitory earthly treasure cannot satisfy, and setting your heart on
them implies forfeiting the Kingdom of God, and since yearning for earthly
treasure blurs our spiritual and moral vision, and a clear choice must be
made between God and mammon, do not set your heart on material things.
They are nice. There is nothing evil about them, but to be distracted by them
might indeed cost you eternal life, and it is so important that it isin the
Sermon on the Mount.

The American Revised Version translates Matthew 6:25 like this: "Therefore
| say unto you, Be not anxious for your life." It is good to remember who
said this. The One who said thisis our Creator, who spent all eternity,
however long that is, living with the Father. Nobody knows the Father like
He does, and He istelling us, Do not worry about it. Be diligent in your
work, but do not let worry over food and clothing distract you away from the
things that are more important.

Now Jesus Christ is not only our Creator, He is also our Comforter and our

Helper. He isthe Helper of our joy, and so the care that is being spoken of
(herein this verse) is atormenting one which disquiets, so that we are not at
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peace. It distracts. It disturbs the joy of our calling. When concern over
making provision for the future leads the heart away from God and produces
distrust, it has become sinful.

Foresight must not be allowed to degenerate into foreboding. It is distrust of
God which draws the covetous part to unlawful means of obtaining earthly
things, and there is the heart of this. When we get anxious about material
things, the next step—and it may not be avery large step at all—is
covetousness. When the covetousness begins, then what happens? We will
lie to make sure we get what we are coveting after. We will steal. Some
people will go as far as murdering. Other people will break the Sabbath, you
see, and then the first thing you know, all Ten Commandments are involved
init.

In Matthew 6:25 is the beginning of an argument, a piece of logic by Jesus.
When He says, “ Take no anxious thought,” He is basing that on this thought.
It iswhat is called an argument from the greater to the lesser—since God
gave usour life and body in the first place, and since He has called us, He
will also sustain us.

Has He given evidence of this? He did it to Israel in the wilderness. God got
them out of Egypt. Infact He said, "I called them out of Egypt." God did
great things there: signs and wonders. He divided the Red Sea. Now since He
did that, will He then fail to provide them with food and water? The same
argument goes for our calling aswell. Since He gave us life and breath, and
since He called us, then Jesus argues, He will also sustain us. Take no
anxious thought for what you will eat, or what you will drink, or what you
will wear. So He who gave us the greater—Iife and body, will also give us
the lesser—food and clothing. So Jesus is saying, Do not confuse your
priorities.

Now go with me to the book of Romans, chapter 8 and in verse 32.
Understanding that this was inspired by God, we can then understand why
the Apostle Paul would make the same kind of an argument. We will get
back to this principle alittle bit later in the sermon; but he, too, argued from
the greater to the lesser, in order to what? Increase our faith. Go to Romans
8, verse 31. We will read into this.
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Romans 8:31-32 What shall we then say to these things? [Here
comes the argument.] If God be for us, who can be against us?
[Here comes the greater:] He that spared not his own Son, but
delivered him up for us all, [Here comes the lesser:] how shall he
not with him also freely give us all things?

This amost sounds like Matthew 6:25 again. From the greater—the giving
of the Son, to the lesser—whatever it takes to get us into the Kingdom, God
will provideit. Why? Because He is God! God finishes what He starts. God
Isa God of love. God dresses and keeps, just like He ordered us to do; and so
He is embellishing our character, and He is guarding it from deterioration;
whatever it takes to do that, He will do it. He will feed us;, He will give us
drink; He will clothe us. But, there are requirements to meet. We have to
diligently do whatever our hand finds to do, with all of our might. That is not
hard to understand, but that is Jesus argument here, and it is Jesus intention
that as we study through Matthew 6 that our faith be increased, because with
faith we can meet the criteriathat God islaying down here.

Now back to Matthew 6 again, to another thing on this verse—a grammeatical
thing. Jesus used the present imperative here, which meansthat it isavery
strong command. Take no anxious thought. And so implied within that is, “
Do not have this bad habit, or if you have fallen into it, break it. Stop it. Quit
being anxious.” Now anxious in this context means distracted.

Turn with me to the book of Luke:

L uke 10:38-42 Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered
into a certain village; and a certain woman named Martha received
him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, which also
sat at Jesus feet, and heard his word. But Martha was cumbered
about much serving, and came to him, and said, “Lord, do you not
care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Bid her therefore that
she help me.” And Jesus answered and said unto her, “Martha,
Martha, you are careful and troubled about many things: But one
thing is needful, and Mary has chosen the good part, which shall
not be taken away from her.”
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| do not know whether your Bible has a margin, but my Bible has alittle " 1"
beside the word careful, and in the margin it says "distracted.” But what it
does not say inthe marginisthat it is the same word that is trandated anxious
in Matthew 6. Anxiety distracts.

Can you think about the job at hand when you are distracted, if several things
are impacting on your mind at the same time? Remember, no man can serve
two masters. What is going to happen when your mind has two or more
things that are impacting on it at the same time? Y ou are going to eventually
blot one of them out in order to pay attention to the one you choose to pay
attention to. That is the principle here. It is that ssimple.

No man can serve two masters, and if two things sit on the mind, they cannot
be equal. The mind is going to shift gears so that one gets the priority. That
principlein relation to the Kingdom of God isthat we will pay attention to
one or the other, and by making the Kingdom of God our treasure and having
a clear understanding and knowing that this principleis at work, Jesus Christ
wants us, by faith, to choose to set our will to make the Kingdom of God
have first priority. It is something that we have to make the choice to do.

S0 Jesus said to Martha here, "Y ou are distracted [troubled, worried,
anxious] about many things." Now there is nothing wrong with serving, but
Jesus is showing, here, that service hasto give way to worship; and even if
we understand that worship is aform of submissive service, it is notched up
several notches higher because it is given to God. And so thisis a gentle
rebuke by Jesus that Martha should leave her housework for the time and
concentrate on the more urgent responsibility, because Christ was only going
to be living alittle while longer, and Mary had made the right choice.

It does not mean that Mary was any better than Martha, let ussay asa
person, but in this case Martha had made the wrong choice. God thought this
was important enough that He inspired Luke to put it into part of Hisword
so that we would understand this principle. He is not saying that one should
do no housework, but rather Martha's failure to follow the higher priority
was doing her character damage. Thereis atime to set aside the service of
othersin order to serve God. So Mary had a clearer understanding of the
circumstance and made the better choice of the use of her time.
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So what should we do? Well, the instruction is clear. First, remember that
everything in our character begins with our thinking. Let us take Jesus
teaching in this circumstance to its lowest level. He is saying that in the life
to which we have been called, food and clothing are not worth worrying
about. Again remember that He is not against having normal foresight, but
Heisagainst distrust, foreboding, and lust.

We will concentrate on the food for just a second. This does not mean that
we can eat just any old thing. That is not what He is saying. We are to have
the normal care that He expects us to, in that we are to take care of our
bodies and make sure that we eat the right things in the right amount. So
normal foresight is not being disregarded here. What the problem is: distrust,
foreboding, and lust.

In afew years we will not even need food, because we are going to have life
inherent. Neither are we going to need the clothing of thislife, because we
are going to be clothed with the glory of God. Of what value are these things
over which death has dominion? Thisis what John means when he said that
the world is passing away. So why be so foolish as to be concerned over
things that are going to perish with the using?

How much worth is our offense against God when we are discontented with
what our gracious God provides us with, such that we lust and bend all of
our time and efforts in getting something that we have just got to have? What
will it matter when life is over and there is no more opportunity to make the
choices to do the better thing? "Redeem the time," Paul said, "because the
daysare evil." What will matter at the end is whether we have fed on the
Lamb of God. Remember, He said, “Y ou have to eat of Me. Y ou have to eat
Me.” Heis"theliving Word." We have to eat His word. What will matter is
how we have fed on the Lamb of God, and whether we are gorgeously robed
with righteousness.

Brethren, life is a matter of understanding ‘What in the world is going on?
and making the choices to do the important, and setting the will by faith to
discipline the self to do it. The purpose is character-building in order to bein
the image of God and to glorify God in the doing of it. Some things,
brethren, are not relative. They are absol utes.
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L et us take another look at the larger context in which this appears, and that
Is the Sermon on the Mount in which Jesus gives the basic fundamental s of
His Kingdom. In other words, at the very beginning of Jesus ministry Heis
in effect saying, “If you get these things right, your future in the Kingdom of
God is going to be secure and glorious.” Thisis how you keep the world and
its cultures that shaped us into what we were before God called us. Thisis
how you keep them at bay and give ourselves every opportunity to bein the
image of God. So why should Jesus instruct on this at this point in His
ministry? Because this is a major reason why people fail to grow.

| am going to give you aversein Matthew 13. | am going to read it to you.
Y ou have read this verse many times.

Matthew 13:22 He also that recelved seed among the thornsis he
that hears the word:; and the care of thisworld, and the
deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful.

That is the same concept that we are seeing here in Matthew 6. The only
difference is that, here in Matthew 13:22, it is directly connected between
cause and effect. The cares of this world make the growing, the spiritual
fruit, almost impossible. So, what will we not have if we do not follow Jesus
advice? Love, joy, peace, gentleness, goodness, meekness, faithfulness, self-
control.

We cannot serve two masters, and if we attempt to straddle the fence, we are
going to be unfruitful .

What should we do? Let us go back there to Psalm 37:5. Hereisaprinciple
that is shown very frequently in God's word.

Psalm 37:5-7 Commit your way unto the Loro; trust also in him;
and he shall bring it to pass. [That is an iron-clad promise!] And he
shall bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your judgment
as the noonday. [Do you see what precedes that? Faith! Trust Him.]
Rest in the Loro, and wait patiently for Him: fret not yourself [do
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not be anxious| because of him who prospersin his way; because
of the man who brings wicked devices to pass [because he has his
heart set on material things].
What does the wicked man do? He commits sin in order to achieve them.
Psalm 37:8 Cease from anger.
Frustration or fretting over the lack of material successis not theissue. Itis
the kind of attitude that we were in that is the issue with Jesus. People get
angry. That shows that the attitude is unsettled and unstable.
Psalm 37:8-9 And forsake wrath: fret not yourself in any wise to
do evil. For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the L
oro, they shall inherit the earth.

Trust. Y ou can go through that whole Psalm 37 because that is the basic
premise that runs through it.

Let ustry Proverbs 16 and verse 3.

Proverbs 16:3 Commit your works unto the Lord, and your
thoughts shall be established.

Another promise. See, committing involves the setting of the will to do what
God commands, and that involves faith to do that. Let ustry | Peter 5 and
verse /.

| Peter 5:7 Casting all your care upon Him; for He cares for you.
The cares of this world—cast them on Him.
Now since we are responsible to God to be diligent and to exercise foresight

in how we do our daily earthly affairs, the conclusion of this point is that we
must leave a degree of the increase in the hands of the Sovereign God. This
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requires the exercise of faith. But if we do not, we are very likely to fall into
sin somewhere along the line. Like | said earlier, we have to leave the degree
of the success of the issue or whatever in His hands.

L et us go now to Philippians Chapter 4 and verse 6. There must be scores of
verses along thisline.

Philippians 4:6-7 Be careful for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be
made known unto God, and the peace of God, which passes all
understanding, shall keep [guard, protect] your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.

Do not be anxious. Be careful. That means do not be full of care. But
exercising faith in prayer for God's blessing with thanksgiving, and
exercising faith in carrying out our earthly responsibilities lawfully islove
toward both God and men.

Brethren, how many seemingly well-off people are that way because they
have sinned their way into this? | think the percentage is quite high. We have
to anchor our faith in God's promises, which are made to those who depend
on His mercy and goodness.

L et us go back to the Psalms again, this time to another very well-known
one. We sing this one very frequently. Let uslook at this psalm in this regard.

Psalm 127:1 Except the Lord build the house.. . .

Listen to this. "Unless the Lord build the house." Now who actually does the
labor of building it? Men do. We do. Are you beginning to see the point of
this psalm already? Unless the people who are literally building the house—
working on it physically—unless they have involved God in their efforts,
they labor in vain that build it.

Psalm 127:1-2 Except the Lord keep the city [guard it, protect it],

the watchman wakes but in vain. It isvain for you to rise up early,
to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows:
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Do you know what he is picturing here? Y ou are sitting up, the candle's
burning, you have atablet in front of you that you are putting numbers,
figures, writing things on it, and you are fretting, steaming, percolating,
anxious, and distracted. It isvain for you to rise up early, burn the candle at
both ends, trying to make alot of money, and eat the bread of sorrows.

Psalm 127:2-5 ...for so he [God] gives his beloved sleep. Lo,
children are an heritage of the Loro: and the fruit of the womb is his
reward. As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children
of the youth. Happy is the man that has his quiver full of them: they
shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemiesin the
gate.

The inference there is that thisis somebody who has been blessed by God.
The principle in this psalm then is that all human effort is vain unless we
have the Lord's blessings. That means that we have to take active stepsto
involve Him in every aspect of our lives.

So it isapplied here to four areas of life: (1) Building a house, (2) Guarding a
city (or security issues), (3) Working long hours, and (4) The rearing of
children. There is also the mention of sleep in thispsalm. The sleep
symbolizes and implies the setting aside of care and aforgetfulness of need.
It isindicating that those who put their trust in God are delivered from
fretting and fuming, and they are given rest. They sleep secure. They are not
all worried and over-wrought.

| think all of us can relate to sleepless nights because we were in a state of
anxiety about something. Y ou know, thisis even mentioned in the New
Testament about Jesus. Remember when the disciples were going across the
Sea of Galilee and the boat was pitching about wildly in a storm? And Jesus
was asleep! They were hanging on for dear life to the sides of the boat and
were ready to do whatever it took. Maybe they were bailing it out. | do not
know. He was asleep, and they even said, “Lord, why do you sleep? Save
us!”

“Oh! You are worried about something?’
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L et us understand something here. It is possible to accomplish these things. |
mean, to have many material blessings. It is possible to accomplish these
things without God's blessing, but it is not possible to accomplish them
within God's calling so that they have eternal value. Y ou recall Jesus, in John
15:5 said, "Without Me you can do nothing." Can you see where Jesus got
that principle?

Unless there is the God-connection; and unless we are diligent to give our
prayers to God, letting our requests be made known; and unless we are
filling those prayers to Him with thanksgiving for what He has given to us;
then we are not going to accomplish things toward the Kingdom of God that
have His blessing. And so "in vain do they labor," and we do not want to be
in that category.

So those called of God can accomplish these things without God's blessing,
but their accomplishment will have no eternal value unless they have taken
the steps to involve Him in them. That is our responsibility—to open the
door for Him to work with us.

God absolutely requires that the just shall LIVE BY FAITH. That statement
Is at one and the same time both a command and a statement of fact. Doing
things without God and His way (in the equation) is the world's way, and
that way inevitably, invariably, leadsto sin. It isvain. It isuseless. It misses
the mark.

So God wants us to personally choose to involve Him in our lifedaily in
prayer and obedience, in our activities, as we go about the actual event of our
lives. Thisis another one of those aspects of “thisway” to which we have
been called. God isfar more interested that we experience and learn the
benefits of the process, than that we achieve the resultsin thislife.

Now | just wondered, if we were going to God's school, would He alow us
to use calculators? | just wonder, because God is so interested that we learn
the process—how to actually multiply, divide, add, subtract, and extract the
square root. That iswhat we are talking about—that simple principle. God
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wants usto learn the processes of life. He wants us to learn “cause and
effect.” He wantsusto do it, having invited Him to participate actively in
our lives. He will take us through the process.

God, in Hiswisdom and for His purposes, has deemed it necessary that we
experience the process of living by faith on adaily basis. We must not let
ourselves feel that we are not a successin life because we do not have a
super abundance of this world's material goods, or we think that because we
do not have these things that God is somehow against us and is punishing us.

Do you understand that that was atrap that the Jews fell into? They thought
that if a person was being prospered materially, that person had God's
blessing. Oh, no. Not so. They thought, on the other end of the scale, that
because a person was poor, God was cursing that person. Very shallow
judgments. That is not how God measures a person's worth.

A person's worth is measured against how much they are like God, how
much they are in the image of Jesus Christ, and what their character islike;
not whether or not He has permitted them to prosper. Shallow judgments,
leaping to conclusions that have no basis except for what is on the outside of
a person, because the rich man may be wealthy because he is sinning, and
the poor man may be poor because he is sinning.

How are you going to tell the difference? But the rich man may berich
because God is truly blessing him; and the poor man may be righteous, but
poor, because God wants him to be poor because it has something to do with
what God is preparing him for. Y ou cannot always tell the book by its cover.
It iswhat isin the heart. Now if we do it Hisway, He will take care of us,
and we will always have what we need.

Now turn to Psalm 34, verses 10 through 15.

Psalm 34:10 The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger; but they
that seek the Loro shall not want [lack] any good thing.

That is aflat-out promise!
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Psalm 34:11-12 Come, you children, hearken unto me: | will teach
you the fear of the Loro. What man is he that desires life, and loves
many days, that he may see good?

Everybody wantsthis! | want it. | am sure you do too.

Psalm 34.13-15 Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from
speaking guile. Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and
pursue it. The eyes of the Loro are upon the righteous, and his ears
are open unto their cry.

Now those are flat-out promises. Do you notice, though, that thereisa
requirement there? Trust Him. Do good. It is another way of saying keep the
commandments; be diligent in your doings; be honest in your doings; do not
cheat anybody; do not lie to make money. Those kinds of things.

Let uslook at another one here. Go to Isaiah 33, and verses 15 and 16.

| saiah 33:15-16 He that walks righteously, and speaks uprightly;
he that despises the gain of oppressions, that shakes his hands from
holding of bribes, that stops his ears from hearing of blood, and
shuts his eyes from seeing evil; he shall dwell on high; his place of
defense shall be the munitions of rocks. bread shall be given him;
his waters shall be sure.

In this context, rather than food and clothing being promised, it is safety,
peace, in the midst of trouble.

Philippians 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according
to Hisrichesin glory by Christ Jesus.

This next scripture will be the last one for today. Go back to Psalm 119, and
begin in verse 65.
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Psalm 119:65-72 Y ou have dealt well with your servant, O Lord
according unto your word. Teach me good judgment and
knowledge: for | have believed Y our commandments. Before | was
afflicted | went astray, but now have | kept Y our word. You are
good, and do good; teach me Y our statutes. The proud have forged
alie against me, but | will keep Y our precepts with my whole
heart. Their heart isasfat as grease; but | delight in your law. It is
good for methat | have been afflicted, that | might learn Y our
statutes. The law of Y our mouth is better unto me than thousands
of gold and silver.

Brethren, being kept from sin isjust that important. God knows us far better
than we do know ourselves, even as a human parent knows his child far
better than the child knows himself. A parent's responsibility isto prepare a
child for living in the larger community outside of the family, and thus
children have to be taught that work is more important than play, carrying
out chores around the house and being disciplined to do homework and
practicing on amusical instrument, and responding to mom's and dad's
ordersin a good attitude and promptly are essential for a child's and the
family's and the community's well-being?

The point hereisthat the child does not understand that. They would far
rather play. They would far rather sit mesmerized by TV, or talk on the
phone for hours, or listen to inane music while they do nothing but daydream.

Now take that principle. God knows what He is preparing us for far more
gpecifically than we do. We look through a glass darkly. We only know
generally what is going on. Are we willing to trust Him, even as we want our
children to submit to us for their well-being, for the family's well-being, and
for the wider community's well-being? Are we, in like manner—those
children of God who have been called to become in Hisimage—are we
willing to trust our Father, without griping, without complaining, without
law breaking, in agood attitude... To trust His judgment of what is good and
needful for us so that we can be in His family, in His Kingdom, and in His
community, prepared to do Hiswill? That isthe critical issue here.
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