
The First Day Of Unleavened Bread (Part 2)
The Importance of the First Day of Unleavened Bread
John W. Ritenbaugh
Given 30-Apr-05; Sermon #717B
The theme of my sermon on the first day of Unleavened Bread was to show us that
Passover and the first day of Unleavened Bread are related. They are adjacent to one
another on the calendar. They bang right up against one another but at the same time
they are separate festivals. Each one of them is significant enough on its own merit to
be observed separately according to its meaning and to God's purpose, and therefore to
our lives.

Last week I showed through the ebb and flow in verses of the first five books of the
Bible primarily, especially Exodus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, that the events of each
day during the first keeping of them by Israel clearly is different, and that their starting
points were twenty-four hours apart. Each has its own separate set of instructions as to
what the Israelites had to accomplish, and therefore there is separate different spiritual
instruction and application that applies to us. They are very much not to be confused by
blending them together into one festival.

I am going to continue this theme in today's message even though it is the last day of
Unleavened Bread. We are still going to be focused on the significance of the first day of
Unleavened Bread; however today's message provides a direct link to the events of
Joshua 5 and Israel's coming into the land.

The man who wrote the paper that motivated my previous sermon gives his readers the
impression that he is giving people something new, something special that God gave to
him. However, brethren, what he is giving is not in the least new. I have seen other
papers attempting to do the same thing in the past, and even the Jews mangle the
same basic scriptures to some degree. The Jews have pushed the 14th and the 15th

together, but emphasize the 15th, but still retaining the eight days of the two festivals at
the same time. This other man, though, puts the same days together, emphasizing the
14th, but shortening the entire period to seven days.

Let us go to Exodus 12. We are going to do a bit of review and at the same time
introduce some new thoughts as well.

Exodus 12:40-42 Now the sojourning of the children of Israel who dwelt in
Egypt was four hundred and thirty years. And it came to pass at the end of
the four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass,
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that all the hosts of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt. It is a night to
be much observed unto the Lord for bringing them out from the land of
Egypt: this is that night of the Lord to be observed of all the children of Israel
in their generations.

Some of the problem of confusing these two festivals arises because of people
attempting to put these verses that we just read into the events of Passover rather than
in the first day of Unleavened Bread where they rightly belong.

Some critics have chidingly called the Night To Be Much Observed "Armstrong's folly."
However, its observation is biblically correct, and it is a very significant part of the Days
of Unleavened Bread. It rightly should be observed so that we are reminded of its
importance to us.

As the Worldwide Church of God crashed, some of its leaders began teaching the
Jewish version, but when they were done they had dropped the observation of all of
God's festivals. Below is an excerpt of a Worldwide Church of God paper advocating the
14th-15th Passover of the Jewish variety. I am not exactly sure when this was written.

It is a night of watching, or vigil, for God and Israel. In that night Israel had to
eat the lamb in that manner. 'And this shall you eat; with your loins girded,
your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it in
haste [Exodus 12:14].' This manner of eating the Passover meal fits more
the description of the night of watching and seems to prepare Israel for the
next experiences they were going to be encountered with, mainly spoiling
the Egyptians and being thrust or forced out of Egypt. If they did not eat the
lamb in haste, and did not keep a night of watching, or vigil, they would not
have been ready to spoil their neighbors in a moment's notice, since the
Egyptians had thrust them out of Egypt for fear they would be all dead. The
fact that Israel was ready, that is, dressed and packed, made it possible for
them to be thrust in haste out of Egypt with everything they had on. And
another point to remember, that after the Death Angel passed through at
midnight, it says, 'And Pharaoh rose up in the night, and all of his servants,
and all of the Egyptians.' Israel did not rise up because they were watching
and keeping vigil, as it was a night of vigil unto them.

The writer of this clearly puts the eating of Passover and the night of watching as being
part of the same night. Verse 43 might tend to make one think that indeed Passover
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night was in the context because the instructions there are clearly for Passover. Let us
look at verse 43, thinking about what is in verses 40 through 42.

Exodus 12:43 And the Lord said unto Moses and Aaron, This is the
ordinance of the Passover: There shall no stranger eat thereof.

That would tend to make a person think of Passover, would it not? The word "Passover"
is even mentioned there, and in the previous verses it is talking about "going out." But
the Bible is not written like other books that we are familiar with. You might remember
Herbert Armstrong many times stating that the Bible is like a picture puzzle, that many
pieces or parts of it may look alike, but only one piece will fit perfectly right where it
belongs.

To the best of my knowledge, when the Bible was originally written, there was no
punctuation. There were no paragraph breaks. These are later literary devices, and
again my research has shown that these did not appear until about somewhere around
the Thirteenth Century AD—long after the Old and New Testaments were completed.
Modern translators have inserted the paragraph breaks into the Bible. I am not inferring
that they have done a bad job. I think that overall they have done an overwhelmingly
good job, but sometimes they made a mistake, and we can be misled.

The Bible that I am using right now has a paragraph break between verses 42 and 43,
clearly indicating (in the minds of the translators anyway) a change of subject. The
previous paragraph break begins in verse 37.

Exodus 12:37-39 And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to
Succoth, about six hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside children.
And a mixed multitude went up also with them: and flocks, and herds, even
very much cattle. And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they
brought forth out of Egypt, for it was not leavened because they were thrust
out of Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they prepared for themselves
any victual.

I think that you can see very clearly, especially when you join verses 40 and 42 to the
subject that is introduced in verse 37, that from verse 37 until the end of verse 42, the
subject is the first day of Unleavened Bread. It is the Night To Be Much Observed. It is
the 15th that is the subject.
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Verse 43 has been separated correctly. A new subject has begun at the paragraph
break, because now the subject goes back to Passover. Now that subject of the
Passover continues to the end of verse 50. Verse 51 is placed wrong. What we see in
our Bible as chapter 13 actually begins in verse 51. The paragraph should break right
there after verse 50. Let us read it and you will see.

Exodus 12:51 And it came to pass the selfsame day that the Lord did bring
the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their armies. [Exodus 13:1-3]
And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Sanctify unto me all the firstborn,
whatsoever opens the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and
of beast: it is mine. And Moses said unto the people, Remember this day in
which you came out from Egypt...

So the paragraph break should begin at verse 51 because the subject changes there
from Passover and it goes back to the first day of Unleavened Bread. I will give you one
additional clue.

Exodus 12:40-41 Now the sojourning of the children of Israel who dwelt in
Egypt was four hundred and thirty years. And it came to pass at the end of
the four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day,...

Exodus 12:51 And it came to pass the selfsame day,...

The subject, beginning in verse 51, is the same as the subject that began in verse 37
and carries through to the end of verse 42. The subject in verses 37-42 and 51 all the
way through chapter 13 is the day that we know of as "the first day of Unleavened
Bread." The subject in that paragraph is "The Night To Be Much Observed," and what
followed.

We are going to review three verses from the last sermon because they are essential to
understanding. We have to get the time elements down here. This is like breaking a
mystery.

Exodus 12:22 And you shall take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood
that is in the basin, and strike the lintel and the two side posts with the blood
that is in the basin: and none of you shall go out at the door of his house until
the morning.
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That is clearly instruction for the 14th—Passover. They were not to leave their houses
until the morning. If you were back there then, the time that this applies to would be
somewhere in the dark of the 14th; that is, at the very beginning of the day.

Numbers 33:3 And they departed from Rameses in the first month on the
fifteenth day of the first month, on the morrow [or the day] after the Passover
the children of Israel went out with an high hand in the sight of all the
Egyptians.

That is as clear as you can get. They went out on the 15th. Passover is the 14th.

Deuteronomy 16:1 Observe the month of Abib, and keep the Passover unto
the Lord your God: for in the month of Abib the Lord your God brought you
forth out of Egypt by night.

You put them all together and the sum and substance of it is that Passover is on the
14th. They left Egypt on the 15th at night, and since Israelite days began at night, they
left Egypt at the beginning of the 15th—24 hours after the events of the Passover
began. It was 24 hours from the time that the 14th began until they actually left Egypt at
night.

Here is a simple statement: It is absolutely impossible for one to stay in one's home on
the night of the 14th (which, remember, would be at the beginning of the day) and still
leave Egypt at night on the 15th. It is absolutely impossible! You cannot jam these two
days together into one. We are dealing with two different festivals, significant for two
different reasons, and each began 24 hours apart.

Passover and the killing of the lamb, focuses on our responsibility for the1.
death of the Savior, thus making it possible for a relationship with God.
Eating the lamb emphasizes the equally important sustenance and strength for2.
sustaining the relationship. The "going out" on the 15th emphasizes the action
required to continue the growth of the relationship.

These are distinct operations in each day. The 14th (Passover) and the 15th (the first day
of Unleavened Bread) though have a much longer history than the events that occurred
in Exodus 12-14 because the Bible records another significant event in the history of
Israel and the church that occurred on the same days.
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We are going to go back to Exodus 12 again. I want you to pay attention to the 430
years that are mentioned in verse 40. That 430 years is so important to God's instruction
that He repeats it in the very next verse, and He adds a third thing to drive it home to us.
He says, "the selfsame day." It was not just 430 years, but the Exodus from Egypt
happened 430 years right to the same 24-hour period of something that occurred 430
years before—something very, very significant to our salvation.

We are going to start stringing this together. It is something that you may have had
before, but the review will do you good. I think that every time I give this, I give it a little
bit more clearly, putting everything in line a little bit better.

We are going to go to Galatians 3.

Galatians 3:15-17 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men: Though it be
but a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannuls, or adds
thereto. Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He says
not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, and to your seed, which is
Christ. And this I say, that the covenant that was confirmed before of God in
Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot
disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect.

What I want you to pick out of that is this: First of all, the subject is a covenant, but it is a
covenant that God made through Jesus Christ with Abraham. Paul also mentions a law
that was added 430 years after that covenant was made. The covenant in question here
is not the one that we call the Old Covenant. Rather, Paul writes of the covenant God
made with Abraham 430 years before the covenant God made with Israel.

The covenant that God made with Abraham had promises, including the giving to him of
many descendants. This was made by God, but there were no specific laws stated as
being attached to that covenant. This does not mean though that Abraham did not have
to obey laws. We are going to go to Genesis 26, because rather than just slide by this; I
want you to see that though no law was mentioned, that did not stop Abraham from
obeying laws. He went full bore because he understood.

In Genesis 26:1 God is speaking to Isaac, and He repeats briefly the promise that He
made with Abraham, and He is passing that same promise on to Isaac.

Genesis 26:4-5 And I will make your seed to multiply as the stars of heaven,
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and will give unto your seed all these countries: and in your seed shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed because that Abraham obeyed My voice, and
kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws.

We can understand from these verses that even though no laws were specifically
mentioned, Abraham understood that his part of the covenant was to obey God. This is
how He expressed it, and Abraham did it. That is important. He did it.

Let us go now to Genesis 15:1-4.

Genesis 15:1-4 After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in
a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am your shield, and your exceeding
great reward. And Abram said, Lord God, what will you give me seeing I go
childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? And
Abram said, Behold, to me you have given no seed: and lo, one born in my
house is my heir. And behold, the word of the Lord came unto him saying,
This shall not be your heir; but he that shall come forth out of your own
bowels shall be your heir.

This is the beginning of the covenant God made with Abraham and that Paul wrote of in
Galatians 3. The entire chapter of Genesis 15 is of a special covenant containing
promises that God made with Abraham to provide him with an heir and descendants
from his own house, and inheritance of the land.

Genesis 15:13-16 And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that your seed
shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them: and they
shall afflict them four hundred years; and also that nation whom they shall
serve will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance.
And you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old
age. But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity
of the Amorites is not yet full.

One of the interesting things, at least to me anyway, is to note God's foresight in all of
this. Remember, this was before Abraham had any heir at all. We are talking about
when he was somewhere shortly after the age of 75 and before Isaac was born. That is
a long time before the children of Israel came out of Egypt. God's foresight included
some form of discipline for Abraham's descendants that was going to last for 400
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years—before the beginning of fulfillment of at least part of what God had in mind here.

You will notice a difference between the 430 years mentioned in Exodus 12 and the 430
years mentioned in Galatians 3, and the 400 years that is mentioned here. Now
nobody—and I mean nobody—has been able to know exactly what event began the 400
years, because nobody has zeroed in on an event and it is not written in the Bible, as far
as we know.

Researchers have come to the conclusion that the 400 years is simply intended to be an
approximation of the 430 years. They back this up with the mention of the four
generations in verse 16. Those generations appear to be Levi, Kohath, Amram, and
Moses. Since those people lived a great deal longer than we do, the researchers say
that God assigned roughly approximately 100 years to each generation. By this,
Abraham, in faith, would understand that at some time in that fourth generation would
come the beginning of the fulfillment of this prophecy that God made.

We need to understand so we get a bigger grasp on things here because this covenant
is awesome. We need to understand that God is inaugurating a much, much larger plan,
beginning with Abraham and then continuing through Isaac, who was a type of the
Promised Seed, then Jacob and his twelve children (thirteen counting Dinah), Joseph
and going down into Egypt, the famine that began while Joseph was there forcing Jacob
to go down into Egypt where Israel grew into millions of people, and out of that millions
of people God raised up Moses through whom would come the freeing of Israel from
their captivity.

Brethren, that was just the first step of the fulfillment of the promises that are contained
in this covenant God made with Abraham.

Let us tie this together with Exodus 12:40, 42. The term "selfsame day" that appears in
Exodus 12:41 is used biblically in three ways: First, to indicate an act or event that took
place immediately, with no time lapse. Something occurred, and God would say "the
selfsame day, " meaning the next thing occurred right away. The second way it is used
in the Bible is the beginning of some practice that we should pay special attention to. In
other words, God uses it to draw attention to something significant. The third way (and
this is the most important one) is a combination of marking the anniversary of an earlier
event, and at the same time drawing attention to that event's significance. That is the
way it is used in Exodus 12:40-41.

The events of Genesis 15 are a very significant starting point. The events of Exodus 12
and 13 carry those events to its first major, major fulfillment. I said "major, major,"
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because when Isaac was born, that was the first step in the fulfillment of these
promises.

The events of Genesis 12 and 13 are the next major step in the fulfillment of this
covenant that God is making with Abraham in Genesis 15. What is happening here is
that God is, with Abraham and this covenant, formally beginning His spiritual purpose.
However, that will be preceded by forming Abraham's physical descendants into a
physical nation which God will use for His purposes, and from whom God will draw the
bulk of those who are going to be in the first resurrection. We can see it is beginning to
step out and include us.

Now we are going to look at Genesis 17.

Genesis 17:18-27 And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live
before you! And God said, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son indeed; and
you shall call his name Isaac: and I will establish My covenant with him for
an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him. And as for Ishmael, I
have heard you: Behold, I have blessed him and will make him fruitful and
will multiply him exceedingly: twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make
him a great nation. But My covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah
shall bear unto you at this set time in the next year. And He left off talking
with him, and God went up from Abraham. And Abraham took Ishmael his
son and all that were born in his house, and all that were bought with his
money, every male among the men of Abraham's house, and circumcised
the flesh of their foreskin in the selfsame day, as God had said unto him.
And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when he was circumcised in
the flesh of his foreskin. And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he
was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. In the selfsame day was
Abraham circumcised, and Ishmael his son, and all the men of his house,
born in the house, and bought with money of the stranger, were circumcised
with him.

What God did here was add circumcision as a requirement and as the sign that those
bearing this mark had made the covenant at the same time with Abraham. (I believe that
this term "selfsame day" appears something like fourteen times in the Bible.)

We are going to go now to Exodus 19:1. You know the background here. Israel is now
out of Egypt and they have gone to Mount Sinai.
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Exodus 19:1 In the third month when the children of Israel were gone forth
out of the land of Egypt, the same day came they into the wilderness of
Sinai.

Here we have the same basic language. God is telling us that this occurred three
months to the very day after leaving Egypt. God is giving us another marker here. It
may not be important to this subject, but it is important to some subject that we will
eventually study into. It is giving us a time marker.

We are going to go now to the New Testament to the book of Acts. Here we are peeking
in on the sermon that Stephen preached before the people that day. We are going to
hop, skip, and jump to a number of verses.

Acts 7:1-2 Then said the high priest, Are these things so? And he [Stephen]
said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken: The God of glory appeared unto
our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia before he dwelt in Haran.
[and He told Abraham to get out of there.]

Acts 7:5-8 And He gave him [Abraham] none inheritance in it, no, not so
much as to set his foot on; yet He promised that He would give it to him for a
possession, and to his seed after him, when as yet he had no child. And God
spoke on this wise, That his seed should sojourn in a strange land; and that
they should bring them into bondage, and entreat them evil four hundred
years. [Stephen is quoting Genesis 15 exactly.] And the nation to whom they
shall be in bondage will I judge, said God: and after that shall they come
forth and serve Me in this place. And He gave him the covenant of
circumcision, and so Abraham begat Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth
day; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs.

Acts 7:17 But when the time of the promise drew nigh, which God had
sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt.

Stephen is drawing attention to the same circumstances and prophecies that were
made in Genesis 15 as he tells of Israel coming out of Egypt.

Let us put what we have to this point in its proper order. Just a broad overview.

The real beginnings of the Old Testament Church were not at Sinai, but in the land of
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inheritance where Abraham pitched his tent. Eventually what Stephen gets around to is
the New Testament Church, but on his way there he has to establish what he calls "the
congregation in the wilderness." So where does the establishment of "the Church in the
wilderness" begin? He goes back to Abraham, not to Mount Sinai. That is the
foundation. The foundation of God's spiritual purpose is the covenant with Abraham, not
what happened at Sinai or anytime after that. The real formal beginning (if we can put it
that way) was that seemingly simple ceremony we see in Genesis 15.

From that small beginning with Abraham and Sarah, came Isaac and Rebecca, then
Jacob, his wives, concubines, thirteen children, the selling of Joseph into Egypt, and the
famine that forced Jacob into Egypt where they grew into a sizeable measure. Then
came the raising up of Moses, the destruction of Egypt culminating in the slaying of the
firstborn on the night of the 14th of Abib as Israel was eating and burning the Passover
lamb. At daybreak they finished cleaning and packing up and then proceeded on from
Goshen to Rameses. As night fell on the 15th and the 15th began, came the climax to
that point in time. The children of Israel left their bondage behind and became a free
people and an independent nation 430 years to the very day that God entered into the
covenant with Abraham in Genesis 15.

The Old Covenant was made at Mount Sinai, and it was essentially the same covenant
as entered into by God with Abraham, but it was expanded in order to serve and include
an entire nation—all the descendants of Abraham—and had added laws necessary for
the administering to that entire nation. Now that all by itself makes Abib 15 a very
significant date.

Let me read again Numbers 33:3.

Numbers 33:3 And they departed from Rameses in the first month, on the
fifteen day of the first month, on the day after the Passover. On the morrow
after the Passover the children of Israel went out with an high hand in the
sight of all the Egyptians.

The children of Israel went out of Egypt on the day after Passover. Not on Passover, not
Passover night, but on the day after Passover. I hope if we do not get anything else out
of this, we will get that out of this!

Turn now to Exodus the 12.

Exodus 12:41-42 And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and
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thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass that all the hosts of the
Lord went out from the land of Egypt. It is a night to be much observed unto
the Lord for bringing them out from the land of Egypt: this is that night of the
Lord to be observed of all the children of Israel in their generations.

I am going to read those verses from a couple of modern translations.

Exodus 12:41-42 [The Revised English Bible] The Israelites had been
settled in Egypt for 430 years. At the end of the 430 years, to the very day,
all of the tribes of the Lord came out of Egypt. This was the night when the
Lord kept vigil to bring them out of Egypt. It is the Lord's night, a vigil for all
Israelite generation after generation.

Now the way that is stated, if we are Israelites, we are to keep it.

Exodus 12:41-42 [The New International Version] Now the length of time
the Israelite people lived in Egypt was 430 years. At the end of 430 years, to
the very day, all of the Lord's divisions left Egypt. Because the Lord kept vigil
that night to bring them out of Egypt, on this night all of the Israelites are to
keep vigil to honor the Lord for generations to come.

Exodus 12:41-42 [Moffatt Translation] It was a night when the Eternal was
on the watch to bring them out of Egypt, a night when all Israelites must
watch for the Eternal age after age.

Our responsibility is beginning to shape up.

You might have noticed that in these three selections, the word "observed," as it
appears in the King James Version, was changed to "vigil" or "watching." This is
because those English words are actually closer in meaning to the Hebrew word used
there in Exodus 12.

You probably also noticed that those translations showed it is God who was on the
watch, and the Israelites are to commemorate, or to remember especially that aspect of
their leaving Egypt as a special characteristic of their coming out and future observation
of that day.
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Now what is God doing here? He is charging us to be especially attentive of something.

I am going to read some definitions of the English word "watch" from the Merriman
Webster Online Dictionary.

Watch: to keep vigil as a devotional exercise.1.

This is not something that is done anymore, but much of Protestantism used to have
days set aside in which the people were to "watch." I do not know what they were
watching, but it was a watch night. They probably picked it up from this. I do not know
whether they did it on this night. They probably did not. But the word "watch" means, "to
keep vigil as a devotional exercise."

2. Watch: to be awake during the night.

3.Watch: to be attentive to; to keep guard.

4. Watch: to keep someone or something under close observation.

5. Watch: to be expectant.

There are three things that I believe He wants us to be especially attentive to during the
first day of Unleavened Bread.

To be attentive of the fact that the day commemorates liberty from bondage.1.
That it occurred on exactly the anniversary of God making the covenant with2.
Abraham. There is something of special importance to that covenant.
That God is watching to ensure safety and provision for His people.3.

The Night To Be Much Observed is at least partly a night of watching—a night of
watchful vigil—of careful attention to the actual events and its symbolism in order to
properly commemorate the liberty that it portends. As far as liberty is concerned,
brethren, we have not seen anything yet! It is because God is watching over, that liberty
occurs at all and produces what this day portends.

Is anybody going to deny that on the night of the 14th, because He saw the blood on the
door pillars and passed over those homes, that He was watching out for them? Well, He
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was watching.

Is anyone going to deny that He was watching over them as they finished spoiling the
Egyptians during the daylight part of the 14th as they gathered in Rameses? He was
watching there, too.

Was He watching the time so that He would free them exactly 430 years to the day after
the covenant was made with Abraham?

Is anyone going to deny that God was watching out for them as they walked out on the
night of the 15th in the very sight of the Egyptians as they buried their dead? Perhaps
under normal circumstances that might have enraged the Egyptians because of their
anger over the loss of their loved ones, because not one family in Egypt escaped
somebody being slaughtered by the Destroying Angel. They had a lot to be angry about.
But how close was God watching?

Exodus 11:6-7 And there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of
Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it anymore. But
against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue against
man or beast: that you may know how that the Lord does put a difference
between the Egyptians and Israel.

Was God watching? God was not passively observing. He was actively involved in their
behalf to ensure that nothing went wrong. But this was not the end of God's watching.
Let us look at Exodus 13:21-22.

Exodus 13:21-22 And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud
to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light: to go
by day and night: He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the
pillar of fire by night from before the people.

Now He gave them a visible sign of His presence that they were under His watchful
care.

Exodus 14:19-20 And the angel of God, which went before the camp of
Israel, removed and went behind them: and the pillar of the cloud went from
before their face, and stood behind them: And it came between the camp of
the Egyptians and the camp of Israel: and it was a cloud and darkness to
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them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one came not near the
other all the night.

Exodus 14:24-25 And it came to pass that in the morning watch the Lord
looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the
cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians, and took off their chariot
wheels that they drove them heavily: so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee
from the face of Israel; for the Lord fights for them against the Egyptians.

That was not the end of His watchful care because His watchful care continued all the
way through the wilderness and right into the Promised Land. He provided them with
food and water, and even with shade. Their clothing did not wear out. Their shoes did
not wear out because God was watching.

Now a simple question: What does The Night To Be Much Observed want us to pay
attention to? There are several things, but in an overall sense it is God's providence. He
is there! We know, by the analogy that He gives us in His word, He is going to be there
until we are in the Promised Land.

It is good that we understand the instruction here. I think it would be helpful if I
extrapolate out a bit from the historical occurrence that Exodus relates. At that time
(Exodus 12 and 13) on the 15th of Nisan (or Abib) a whole nation of slaves, of
somewhere between two and six million, just got up, packed their belongings, and
without having to lift a hand to achieve their liberty, walked away from their bondage.

That is an event that is unprecedented in history, because when people win their
freedom in this world, usually it follows on the heels of a bloody war in which many,
many lose their lives. And even those who do not suffer that kind of loss usually suffer
the loss of great material wealth. But in this case, the captor nation—Egypt—was
helpless to do anything to restrain the slaves, because God restrained them. He was
watching. Not only did He restrain the Egyptians, the slaves left well off.

Perhaps we have little feeling for how important slaves are. I have an interesting
comment from the novel "My Glorious Brothers" by Howard Fast from page 272. This
novel has its basis in the Maccabean Revolt by the Jews against the Greek Syria.
Overall, that revolt lasted for 26 years, of which the final two or three years were very
intense. It took a terrible toll, on the Greeks especially.

In the book's last chapter the author is explaining why the Greeks, who lost so much,
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were willing to continue fighting for so long. They continued fighting because they
wanted to hold on to what they considered to be theirs: the slaves and also the land of
Palestine. The author has a Roman legate speaking through a report he sent from
Jerusalem back to the Senate in Rome. Now by the time in the story flow that this is
written, the Jews had defeated the Greeks and the Romans were rushing in to fill what
they considered a power vacuum in this very vital crossroads region. In this quote the
legate is describing the Jews, and he makes an interesting comment regarding slavery
which he believes will have a negative impact against Rome should they take over the
area. He says:

For one thing, the antipathy towards these people [meaning the Jews] must
be reckoned with. Their notions of freedom, their whole concept of what one
may best call the rights of individuals are a threat to free men everywhere
and to our entire slave structure. As with us, the peoples hereabout
[meaning the Greeks] recognized slavery as the basis of freedom since it is
only in these societies which rest upon the firm foundation of slavery that
free citizens are able to advance civilization.

How did they advance their civilization? On the backs of the slaves.

When Israel left Egypt, Egypt collapsed, especially economically. They never again rose
to the heights of being a great nation, and God later prophesied Egypt to be the basest
of nations. They collapsed because the basis of their wealth—the slaves—left. The
same thing happened in the United States on a smaller scale in the aftermath of the
Civil War. A major reason that the South had such a difficult time recovering from the
war is that it lost a major portion of its wealth—the slaves.

What God is telling us spiritually is that Satan's whole system—spiritual Egypt and
Babylon—is supported and sustained by man's slavery to him and his system. When
that slavery ends, because it is a kingdom divided against itself, it will collapse. So
Satan fights to preserve what he feels is his. And like the Israelites, we too are able to
walk away from that slavery only because God keeps vigil. He watches over and He
observes, as Satan helplessly watches his slaves leave.

I mentioned a bit earlier that I believe that there are three things God wants us to be
attentive to on the first day of Unleavened Bread. The first thing is that this day
commemorates liberty from bondage. The third thing is that God watches over and
ensures that safety and provision is accomplished.
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We are going to take a closer look at the second thing. We are going to begin that by
going back to the New Testament to Hebrews 6.

Hebrews 6:13-20 For when God made promise to Abraham, because He
could swear by no greater, He swore by Himself. Saying, Surely blessing I
will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you. And so, after he had
patiently endured, he obtained the promise. For men verily swear by the
greater; and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. Wherein
God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the
immutability [that is, the unchangeableness) of His counsel, confirmed it by
an oath: That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to
lie, we might have a strong consolation [or encouragement], who have fled
for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: Which hope we have as
an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters into that
within the veil; whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an
high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.

Hebrews 7:1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the most high
God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and
blessed him.

The promises of which the author of Hebrews writes are those that are part of the
covenant God made with Abraham recorded in Genesis 15. I want you to take special
note that this was not written to an Old Testament group of people. It is written to those
who have made the New Covenant. It is written to Christians, and Paul (if he is the
author of the book of Hebrews) is linking our destiny, not to the New Covenant, not to
the Old Covenant, but to the covenant God made with Abraham. That is really
significant, brethren.

We have for so long just ignored that covenant, but it is the basis of our salvation. It is
the basis of the Old Covenant, and the Old Covenant is the covenant with Abraham
expanded to take care of a nation. It is the basis of the New Covenant which is nothing
but a covenant made with Abraham, but expanded to take care of a church.

But look at what Paul says there. We have strong consolation because of the covenant
with Abraham and God's swearing by two immutable witnesses that He would fulfill what
He said. Our salvation goes back to that moment in time when God did what He did with
Abraham. Do you think the first day of Unleavened Bread is not important?
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Notice next that God pledged by two immutable things that He would fulfill His promise.
The one He states is that He swore by an oath. The second is mentioned, but that is all
the further that He goes. I want you to note that Melchizedek is mentioned as part of this
scenario.

Let us go now to Galatians 3. We were there before, but we paid attention to verses
15-17. We found in verse 17 that the promised seed is Jesus Christ.

Galatians 3:27-29 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor
free, there is neither male nor female: for you are all one in Christ Jesus, and
if you be Christ's, then are you Abraham's seed and heirs according to
the promise.

In verse 29 Paul thought on that covenant, and its promises continue from earlier in the
chapter, and he shows that Christians derive their status as Abraham's descendants
from the fulfillment of the promises attached to the covenant God made with Abraham in
Genesis 15. Hebrews 6 and Galatians 3 are very closely related.

We are going to go back to Genesis again.

Genesis 14:17-20 And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his
return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were with
him at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king's dale. And Melchizedek king
of Salem brought forth bread and wine: [This kind of makes you thing of
Passover, does it not?] and he was the priest of the most high God. And he
blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor
of heaven and earth: And blessed he the most high God which has delivered
your enemies into your hand. And he gave him tithes of all.

We can see that there is a relationship between these two, and this begins the scenario
that leads into Chapter 15.

One of the things I find intriguing is that the events of Exodus 12 and 13 took place on
Abib 14 and 15, and that the story of this event, which took place 430 years earlier,
somehow or another are linked in Genesis 14 and Genesis 15. Is that a coincidence or
what? How far ahead was God thinking? It does not mean a thing really but it is just so
interesting.
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Now on into Genesis 15.

Genesis 15:1-6 After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abraham
in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am your shield and your exceeding
great reward. And Abram said, Lord God, what will you give me, seeing I am
childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? And
Abram said, Behold, to me you have given no seed: and lo, one born in my
house is my heir. And behold, the word of the Lord came unto him, saying,
This shall not be your heir; but he that shall come forth out of your own
bowels shall be your heir. And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look
now toward heaven and tell the stars, if you be able to number them: and he
said unto him, So shall your seed be. And he believed in the Lord; and he
counted it to him for righteousness.

The beginning of the events in chapter 15 took place at night. We know that because
you would have to walk outside to see the stars, and so Abraham saw the stars. That is
the beginning. Let us go on to verses 7 and 8.

Genesis 15:7-8 And He [the Lord] said unto him, I am the Lord that brought
you out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give you this land to inherit it. And he said,
Lord God, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?

Abraham wanted some assurance that he indeed would inherit the land and have
descendants. What God then did was give him specific instructions (verse 9) regarding
a sacrifice that Abraham was to prepare. He did this after daylight. How do we know it
was after daylight? Because of the birds, and other things that are written. After
Abraham cut up the sacrifices and so forth, he just sits there and watches, which is kind
of interesting. He sits there and watches and chases birds away from the sacrifices that
he had prepared earlier.

Genesis 15:12 And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon
Abram: and lo, a horror of great darkness fell upon him.

To mark the time, it is at sunset that this occurs. It was not until after this that God spoke
the prophecy beginning in verse 13 and going through verse 16. And then, beginning in
verse 17, after the sun went down, a startling event took place right before Abraham's
eyes. What we just read was the preparation and observation of the very first Night To
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Be Much Observed.

Now we will go back and look at some of these sections more closely. I have already
given you the clue that this took place at the beginning of the day. Now what was the
beginning of what day? It was the beginning of the 14th of Nisan—the day we know of as
Passover. We might even be able to say it was maybe about midnight. At least it was
dark enough that they could look up into the sky, and Abraham would get the point of
how many descendants he was going have. One of the most critical verses in this whole
chapter is verse 6, where it says, "And he [Abraham] believed in the Lord, and he
counted it to him for righteousness." What we are seeing there is just a brief statement
that Abraham fulfilled a major part of his side of the covenant. He believed God. This is
confirmed in Romans 4:3.

Romans 4:3 For what says the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was
counted unto him for righteousness.

The strange sacrifice described in Genesis 15:7-19, God is making what is called a
"maledictory" oath. This is the second of the two immutable oaths of Hebrews 6.

A maledictory oath is a very effective and ancient method of affirming the absolute
certainty of one's word. All of us are somewhat familiar with the word "benediction."
Benediction means "good words." Malediction is benediction's opposite. It means "bad
words" in which the oath-maker utters a dire prediction against himself, and in this case,
forfeiting everything if he fails to keep his word.

This really becomes significant when you realize who it was who made this maledictory
oath. It was Christ. The words that He uttered in doing this are not here, but He was
saying, "I will give up salvation. I will give up being God if I do not keep My word. " That is
quite an oath.

People who wanted to show they were really serious about something would go through
a maledictory oath. If you want another reference to another maledictory oath that took
place in the Bible, it is in Jeremiah 34:8-18.

We will go through Genesis 15 a little bit further. During the daylight portion of the 14th,
Abraham prepared the sacrifice, and then he watched and waited. All of the animals that
Abraham divided in two he then laid out on the ground so that there was a path that
went to sacrificial parts that were mirrors of one another. What was on one side was
also on the other side. He just divided everything right down the middle.
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You will find that the animals that he divided in two are exactly the same animals that
appear in Leviticus 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. They are the same animals that represented Jesus
Christ in the sacrifices of the book of Leviticus. Each one of those animals represented
Jesus Christ in some particular and peculiar way. Of course, as we now understand,
those sacrifices pictured Jesus' devotion to God and to fellowman that He was willing to
go all the way—and He did with His life.

So now all these things are laid out, and Abraham had to sit there and watch it, and he
had to beat off the birds. Guess what the birds represent. They represent demons. Birds
of prey especially represent demons in the Bible. You can connect this to Psalm 22,
which tells of Jesus hanging on the stake. We have some of His words. He talks about
how demons attacked Him while He was on the stake, snarling their defiance and trying
to get Him to give up and to turn on God in order to spare and save His life.

In verse 12, the time of day has now reached right near sunset. The 14th came to a
close, and a great horror and darkness descended upon Abram. This corresponds to
Mark 15:33. It also appears in Matthew 27. It coincides exactly with the darkness of
Christ's crucifixion, but it is even more symbolic of Christ's mindset while He was
hanging on the stake, and with the horrifying realization as the blackness of death
began to encompass His mind, and He screamed out, "My God, My God, why have You
forsaken Me?"

At this point of time (Genesis 15) we are getting to the end of the preparation for the
Night To Be Much Observed in that the narrative is showing the 14th represents the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ during Passover day. What God is doing here is combining,
entwining, and blending the sacrifice of Jesus Christ with His maledictory oath to
confirm the covenant. And just as the sun dipped below the horizon and the 15th—the
Night To Be Much Observed—began, God uttered the 400-year captivity prophecy and
the promises of Abraham's descendants being released. You will notice that as you read
through the narrative in Genesis 15. That prophecy was not uttered until the 14th was
over, and then He promised to Abraham, "Your children are going to be released." On
what day? The 15th, not the 14th. And God not only did it on the exactly same day, but
He did it at the very hour! How is that for timing? How is that for watching? This was the
exact moment 430 years later that Israel departed from Egypt. It was now dark.

In verse 17, the passing between the split pieces of the animals represents the actual
taking of the maledictory oath. As we would say, God was signing on the dotted line "My
life is behind this."

Now who did the lamp and the smoking furnace represent? Well there is no doubt that
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they represent the divine purpose in this transaction. The lamp is easy, because Christ
is the Light of the world, according to John 1:6-9. We can also tie this to Psalm 119:105
where the word of God is the light that gives us guidance.

But what about the smoking furnace? I think that the smoking furnace represents the
Father. Both of them were there. Both of them passed through. You know you would
even have been able to see the smoking furnace except for the light that shone upon it.
You would not have been able to see the smoke that went up, but because the light was
there we see not a form at all, just a smoky presence. You can tie this to Matthew 11:27
and also to John 1:18 where Christ said that He came to reveal the Father. The light
shone on the Father.

The Father has not been fully revealed yet. Nobody has ever had contact with the
Father. Always God has worked through the Son. But the Son revealed the Father so
that we know now there is a second member—someone greater than the Son—and that
is the Father. In one sense, brethren, He will not be revealed to anyone except His
children until Revelation 21. I believe this is showing that both of them are involved and
in perfect agreement in this awesome transaction that ultimately involves every human
being born in all of man's allotted time. The Night To Be Much Observed and the first
day of Unleavened Bread draw our attention to this very fact.

Please read Joshua 4:19 and Joshua 5:10-11, because we find there that 40 years to
the day after Israel left Egypt they were observing Passover and the Night To Be Much
Observed in the land, and we have there a beginning. A partial fulfillment had begun,
and ours just lies ahead, and it is going to be far greater than that which Joshua and the
Israelites experienced.

The first day of Unleavened Bread draws our attention to the following:

Our spiritual bondage to sin, and the world is broken, and we are free to do1.
what Moses stated in Egypt—to sacrifice to our God.
The Exodus of Israel from Egypt occurred exactly 430 years to the day God2.
made the covenant with Abraham, promising him descendants and ultimately
possession of the earth.
God was watching as they left, and continued watching all the way through3.
the waters of the Red Sea, through the wilderness and into the Promised Land
providing for them the entire way.

Do not let anyone ever tell you that The Night To Be Much Observed was "Armstrong's

The First Day of Unleavened Bread (Part 2) by John W. Ritenbaugh (http://www.cgg.org)

Page 22 of 23



folly." It is something that is to be observed from generation to generation by all those
who have made this covenant with God.
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