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On Works

John O. Reid
Given 19-Apr-06; Sermon #770C

Certainly, the phrase "last day" carries with it the meaning that sin has at last
been removed from the earth and God's people, but the seven days between
the first day and last day indicate there will be along period of time before, "
Thy will be done on earth asit isin heaven." will be accomplished.

Indeed, it requires alifetime of fighting the burden of having been raised in
thisworld under Satan's constant influence, and effort to cause us to falil.
And we will have to continue to fight until the day we perish, or until we are
changed.

For us to accomplish what these days picture requires that we strongly
consider what is stated in the book of James. In this book, the book that is
hated by much of modern Christianity, we are told that we must have works.
This book continues to be athorn in the side of Christianity.

James 2:14-26 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says
he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? If a
brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you
saysto him, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do
not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does
it profit? Thus, aso faith by itself, if it does not have works, is
dead. But someone will say, "Y ou have faith, and | have works."
Show me your faith without your works, and | will show you my
faith by my works. Y ou believe that there is one God. Y ou do well.
Even the demons believe—and tremble! But do you want to know,
O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? [Heis making a
valuable statement here.] Was not Abraham our father justified by
works when he offered I saac his son on the atar? Do you see that
faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was
made perfect? [Or complete.] And the Scripture was fulfilled which
says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for
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righteousness." And he was called the friend of God. Y ou see then
that aman isjustified by works, and not by faith only. Likewise,
was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received
the messengers and sent them out another way? For as the body
without the spirit is dead, so faith without worksis dead al so.

| have been told in anger by some, that works are not a necessary for
salvation. Recently, alady in United called my wife and asked her to pass on
to John Ritenbaugh her appreciation for his being faithful and steadfastly
sticking to the truth. When | passed on the compliment, John commented
that he was receiving many letters stating that he was wrong, and that one
did not have to perform works to please God, to obtain salvation. They say
that once one does a"work," he takes the grace out of the hand of Christ.
Moreover, because we teach commandment keeping, we are going to the
"hot place. They do not understand that either.

In similar letters that | have responded to, | have received the same type of
answers.

Brethren, these days we keep are all about the doing, or producing of the
right works.

| would like to read the definition of "works" from Strong's Exhaustive
Concordance of the Bible: #2041 ? Strong'sinitially defines "works" as
labor, or work performance, the result, or object, of employment, making, or
working.

The definition of "works" in The Complete Word Sudy Dictionary
covers about two and a half pages. The section concerning "works"
in Jamesis as follows. Works denotes acts, in which one proves his
genuineness and his faith. Good works are the evidence of living
faith, as James emphasizes in opposition to those who, while
claiming to be saved by faith, lack good works. James asserts that
faith that does not change on€e'slife, is dead faith, and faith that
results in conversion and, therefore, unto good works, isliving
faith."[A very ssimple definition.]
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One of the favorite scriptures turned to, to prove that works and faith are not
together is Galatians 2:16, and it isimportant we understand this correctly.

Galatians 2:16 Knowing that aman is not justified by the works of
the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in
Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and
not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no
flesh be justified.

As | was doing a Bible Study on the book of Galatians, | mentioned it to
David Grabbe, and he asked if | would like him to send one that he had done.
He sent me seventy-three pages. Here is a quote from this very good study:

It isimpossible for us, once we have sinned, even onceto bein
alignment with God of our own volition. Thus, it isimpossible for
us to ever be saved by works alone! Justification is an act of God
by which He declares a person acceptable before Him because
Christ has borne the sinner's guilt. However, thisis the beginning
of the common misconception that faith and works are mutually
exclusive. In that the works are of no avail at all, and all one hasto
doisto "believe." But, that notion is refuted, in Matthew 7:21-23,
where it states, " not everyone that calls me Lord, Lord shall enter
into the kingdom, but he that does the will of My Father in heaven."
The interpretation of Galatians 2:16, by the world, that "belief" is
all that isrequired, cannot be correct, for it is contradicted in
James, and in Romans 2:13, where it states, that" it is not the
hearers of the law that are just before God, but the doers of the law
shall bejustified."

[Again, thelaw isinvolved.] Asit states, in John 10:35, the
scripture cannot be broken. All these verses must complement each
other rather than contradict. Indeed, in James it says, "faith without
worksis dead."
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A fine study was done here because it shows that these two verses, Galatians
2:16 and James 2, in the area of works, are really in harmony, and not
opposing one another.

In James, it seems to contradict directly, what Paul saysin Galatians. Given
that the scripture cannot be broken, these scriptures must complement one
another. The interpretation of one, or both of them, is wrong when the
conclusion is reached that one isjustified by faith only.

The faith mentioned in Galatians seems to indicate justification for the new
member coming in and having his sins taken by Christ. Whereas the faith
mentioned in the book of James seems to be toward sanctification in our
working to live our livesin arighteous and a proper fashion.

Again, James 2:20, states plainly that faith without worksis dead.

In the Greek Interlinear Bible, Galatians 2:16, says, "A man is not justified
through the works of the law except through faith in Jesus Christ!" This
verseis not stating that works are of no use, because they areamust in
repentance and obedience. It is saying that works without faith in the blood
of Jesus Christ are of no avail; our works must be coupled with faith in Jesus
Christ.

This understanding causes Galatians 2:16 to agree perfectly with James 2:20-
24. Living faith and works go together in terms of either justification or
sanctification. In short, faith and works complement each other.

The church world confuses works, and the law as being "Jewish" and evil.
They see all law and works as being under the Old Covenant, and the
keeping of those laws as trying to earn one's salvation. In ther thinking,
Jesus came to do away with the Old Covenant, and its laws, quoting
Colossians 2:14. They feel that the Law was nailed to the cross, when in fact;
it was our indebtedness to God, for our sins, that was nailed to the cross.
Jesus Christ took our sinsto Him for us that we might not suffer the penalty.

Why must we have the law? Thisisimportant to answer. | am going to quote
thisfrom The Berean. Thisis by Earl Henn:
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At this point in the epistle, it occurs to Paul that it would only be
normal for someone to ask the question, "What then was the
purpose of the Old Covenant?' Thus, verse 19 begins with "What
purpose does the law serve?"' This broad question covers many
more specific ones. Why was it needed? Why did God call |srael
out of Egypt? Why does God call us out of the world? Why did
God write His Ten Commandments on tables of stone with His
own finger? Why did God have M oses write the statutes and
judgments in abook? Why did God establish the Levitical
Priesthood, the Tabernacles, temple worship, the washings, the
oblations, and the sacrifices?' [Why did God do all this?] What
was the purpose of al the rules, and regulations of the Old
Covenant?

Such questions would naturally come to the mind of anyone
reading Paul's letter since he emphasizes that our salvation through
Christ fulfills the promise made to Abraham. What need is there for
another covenant? [Good question.]

The answer he givesisthe key to understanding much of
everything else he saysin Galatians:. "It was added because of
transgressionstill the Seed should come to whom the promises
were made." It was "added," means that the M osaic covenant was
in addition to the one God had made with Abraham. But what were
the transgressions? Abraham obeyed all of God's laws,
commandments, statutes, and ordinances.

Genesis 26:1-5 There was afaminein the land, besides
the first famine that was in the days of Abraham. And

| saac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines, in Gerar.
Then the Loro appeared to him and said: "Do not go down
to Egypt; livein the land of which | shall tell you. Dwell
in thisland, and | will be with you and bless you; for to
you and your descendants | give al these lands, and | will
perform the oath which | swore to Abraham your father.
And | will make your descendants multiply as the stars of
heaven; | will give to your descendants all these lands;
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and in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be
blessed; [Why?] because Abraham obeyed My voice and
kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and
My laws." [Abraham taught God's laws to Isaac, who in
turn taught them to Jacob.]

However, after Isragl was in Egypt for many years they forgot them
and lived in ignorant transgression of them. [Just aswe, in
America, have lived in transgression of God's laws.] Having
absorbed so much Egyptian culture in their sojourn, they were even
ignorant of the Sabbath day. Paul explains that God "added" the old
Covenant because Isragl had gone so far into sin when they lived in

Egypt.

[Have we not done the same thing?] Therefore, God had to call
Israel out of Egypt and teach them Hislaws all over again to
prepare them for the coming of Jesus Christ. He wrote the Ten
Commandments, and M oses wrote the statutes and judgmentsin a
book so Israel would have a permanent record of His laws and
statutes throughout the centuries. God gave them rituals of worship
that made them different from other nations, and He forbade them
to have anything to do with foreign pagan customs. Circumcision
identified them as a separate and distinct people. These rules and
regulations put a hedge around them (Isaiah 5:5, Matthew 21:33) to
preserve them pure for the coming of Jesus Christ.

Just prior to this scripture Paul quotesin Galatians 3:12, God says
in Leviticus 18:3 "According to the doings of the land of Egypt,
where you dwelt you shall not do, and according to the doings of
the land of Canaan where | am bringing you, you shall not do, nor
shall you walk in their ordinances!” [And | might add for us today,
according to the doings of the world around us, YOU SHALL NOT
DO.]

For years, people have wondered how anyone could have
transgressed the laws before they were given. Simply put, Paul is
talking about the laws of God, which have been in full force since
creation! [That iswhat | wanted us to understand.]
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When he writes that the old covenant was added, "till the Seed
should come to whom the promise was made," he means that the
Old Covenant was temporary; Christ would replace it with the New
Covenant. Rather than saying that any of God's laws had become
obsolete, he is explaining how important it was to preserve the
knowledge of God'slawsin Isragl to prepare them for the coming
of Jesus Christ.

Thus we see the purpose of the law for all Israel, isto prepare them for the
wonderful future God has in store for them, whenever their calling might be.

Psalm 19:7-11 [Thisis how important the Law is.] The law of the L
oro 1S perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the Loro iS sure,
making wise the ssimple; The statutes of the Loro are right, rgjoicing
the heart; The commandment of the Loro IS pure, enlightening the
eyes, The fear of the Loro is clean, enduring forever; The judgments
of the Loro are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired are
they than gold, Y ea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey
and the honeycomb. Moreover by them Y our servant is warned,
And in keeping them there is great reward. [ God wants us to keep
His Commandments.]

Just what are the "works" James says we must have? James shows two broad
categoriesin his area on works. The first being a demonstration of one's faith
or belief by obedience to God's laws as shown in his mention of Abraham
and the special testing He put Abraham through to prove him.

It isimportant for us to realize that we have to obey the Law and that we
have to do these works.

Genesis 22:1-2, 9-12 Now it came to pass after these things that
God tested Abraham, and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said,
"Here |l am." Then He said, "Take now your son, your only son

| saac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him
there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which | shall
tell you." Then they came to the place of which God had told him.
And Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and
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he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood.
And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his
son. But the Angel of the Loro called to him from heaven and said,
"Abraham, Abraham!"” So he said, "Here | am." And He said, "Do
not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now | know
that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only
son, from Me."

Thistrial wasto test, or prove Abraham's faith and trust in God, and his
obedience. Isaac was offered by his father, and | saac allowed himself to be
offered, (which was no small thing—he was a full grown young man) which
demonstrated awesome faith, and the awesome works that were performed
by both of them in their submission. Their submission to God was awork.

This act by Abraham prefigured the tremendous faith of God the Father, the
faith of Jesus Christ and the wor k of His sacrifice that those in the past,
those today and those in the future might be saved.

James is stating that an individual can have faith, attend church, tithe, keep
the holy days, and believe what the Bible says, but never perform the work
of changing, which he must do to be saved.

James uses the example of Rahab and her act or work that shows she
believed, and had faith in God.

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen.

It has been stated that there is scarcely a more important definition in the
Bible, asthis states the true nature of faith. The verse could read: "Faithis
the ground, or the cement floor, or the granite floor, or faith isthe
confidence, the reality, the substance, or the existence of things not seen,”" in
contradistinction from what is unreal, deceptive, imaginary.
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With faith, the promises of God, of the return of Jesus Christ, the coming
kingdom, and our being changed from flesh and blood into spirit and

becoming a member of the God family, are sure and solid in our being, and

thus faith promotes the works of faith on our part asaresult of that

Hebrews 11:2-3 For by it the elders obtained a good testimony.
[Our forefathers witnessed by their faith and works of
righteousness, and thus gained a good report.] By faith we
understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that
the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.

Because of faith in God's Word we understand (apart from the great

scientific minds of the world), that God arranged the world and universe in
order, not by the "Big Bang" theory. We know this because of faith in God's

Word that we did not come from green slime, but were created by God.

Hebrews 11:4-5 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent
sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was
righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead
still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see
death, ‘and was not found, because God had taken him'; for before
he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God.

The difference between the two offerings was that by faith, love and deep
appreciation for God, Abel performed the good work of offering agiftin

love and gratitude to God. And his righteous example or work, speaks to us

today.

Enoch stood for God in what must have been a very wicked time, and
testimony or work of hisfaith, pleased God and thus he was saved.

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it isimpossible to please Him, for

he who comes to God must believe that Heis, and that Heisa
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
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Why isthis absolutely true? Because, without faith and trust in God, and His
laws, our works would not be based on God, but on this world's way of
living and doing things. In short, we would not be walking with God, thus
we could never be apart of the God family. Can two walk together except
they be agreed (Amos 3:3)? Our faith, and the works that accompany that
faith, must be based on God's laws and teachings.

Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not
yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of

his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir
of the righteousness which is according to faith.

Noah's work was the building of agigantic ark (the tonnage of the Titanic).
It would not have been enough for Noah "just to believe there was a God."
Hisfaith, belief and trust in God required that he followed God's instructions.

Hebrews 11:8-9 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to
go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And
he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he dwelt in
the land of promise asin aforeign country, dwelling in tents with

| saac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise;

When Abraham was called to go to a place, not knowing where God would
lead him, hisfaith in God produced the work of obedience, and he gathered
the large number that were with him and went into a strange land trusting
God. That was awork.

Hebrews 11:10 for he waited for the city which has foundations,
whose builder and maker is God. [Even after these thousands of
years we, too, look for the same city.]

Hebrews 11:23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden

three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful
child; and they were not afraid of the king's command.
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Moses parents, by faith, disobeyed the command to kill al male children
and hid him for three months. Their work of faith saved their son.

Hebrews 11:24-29 By faith Moses, when he became of age,
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather
to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing
pleasures of sin, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. By faith he
forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as
seeing Him who isinvisible. By faith he kept the Passover and the
sprinkling of blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should
touch them. By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry
land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned.

When God called Moses, hisfaith in God caused him to forego all the wealth
and power that would have been his had he wanted it, and to follow God's
instructions and to lead His people out of Egypt. His decision to obey God to
the fullest was awork that pleased God greatly.

The chapter goes on to say that Israel marched around Jericho as awork of
faith, and the walls came crashing down. Rahab saved the spies, and her
family, by her faith and trust in God in the work of sending those away that
would kill the men Joshua sent. Gideon upon God's instructions, with three
hundred men performed the work of stepping out in faith, and delivered
Israel from Midian and their huge army. Barak in his faith waged war with
ten thousand men against Siserawho had 900 chariots of iron and defeated
him. Again, hiswork was his obedience to God.

Otherslisted in this faith chapter, Samson, Jephthah, David and Samuel who
subdued kingdoms, wrought, or worked righteousness, obtained promises,
stopped the mouths of lions (Daniel) through faith and the works produced
by that faith.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were not hurt by the fire in their standing
firminther faith in God, and by their awesome work of faith in not bowing
down to Nebuchadnezzar's golden image. They caused Nebuchadnezzar to
glorify their God to al the people in his kingdom.

Page 11 of 27



On Works by John O. Reid (https.//www.cgg.org)

Hebrews 11:33-38 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,
guenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to
flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to
life again. And others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that
they might obtain a better resurrection. Still others had trial of
mocking and scourging, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. They
were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, and were slain
with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins,
being destitute, afflicted, tormented—of whom the world was not
worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and
caves of the earth.

The list continues with the faith and works of God's people who subdued
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, escaped the edge of
the sword, and who out of weakness were made strong, those who grew
valiant in battle. They trusted in God and they stepped out.

Some suffered terribly, some were killed, and some tempted with freedom if
they would but renounce their belief, and just bow down to a pagan god, and
still their work was remembered because of their faith in standing true to
God.

Hebrews 11:39-40 And all these, having obtained a good
testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, God having
provided something better for us, that they should not be made
perfect apart from us.

Their faith and works stood in time of trial; they looked toward the kingdom
of God, and gave a good testimony, even though they did not receive the
promise at that time. And, then we, along with them, will be resurrected
together as members of the God family.

Though the world does not see obeying God as a necessity in being saved,

the heroesin Hebrews 11 saw it as a must, and the apostles were fully aware
that this was what God intended eventually for all of mankind.
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Romans 1:1-5 Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an
apostle, separated to the gospel of God which He promised before
through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, concerning His Son
Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David
according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God with
power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from
the dead. Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for
obedience to the faith among all nations for His name,

| would like to read this from several different trandations and
commentators. From the New English Bible:

Romans 1:5 Through Him | received the privilege of a commission
In His name to lead to faith and obedience men in all nations,
yourselves included, you who have heard the call, and belong to
Jesus Christ.

Albert Barnes: The design of the gospel and apostleship isto
induce men to obey God. And that the tendency of faithisto
produce obedience, which isawork. Thereis no true faith that does
not produce that.

Adam Clarke: Obedience is the necessary consequence of genuine
faith. [Thisisto be proclaimed among all nations; that all might
have the opportunity of believing and being saved.]

The apostle Paul was fully aware that God's calling required obedience and
change to take place, but this world today does not even begin to understand
that.

| was reading something by Rick Warren, and it said that anyone who
believes that we have to obey lawsis an enemy of the church, that isjust
how simple it has become. They fedl that they are totally free to do whatever
they want.

Romans 6:15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under
law but under grace? Certainly not!
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Adam Clarke saysit dlightly different. Shall we abuse our high and holy
calling because we are not under the law which makes no provision for
pardon?

Right here, Paul is saying that if we try to earn our salvation, the law makes
no provision for pardon. But we are under the gospel, which has opened the
fountain to wash away all sin and defilement.

Shall we sin because grace abounds? Shall we do evil so that good may
come of it? This be far from us.

New English Bible: Y ou know well enough that if you put
yourselves at the disposal of amaster to obey him, you are slaves
of the master whom you obey; and thisis true whether you serve
sin with death as its result, or obedience with righteousness as its
result.

But God be thanked, you who were once slaves of sin, have yielded
[have done works to change], whole hearted obedience to the
pattern of teaching to which you were made subject, and
emancipated from sin, have become slaves of righteousness [to use
words that suit your human weakness|—I mean as you once
yielded your bodies to the service of impurity and lawlessness,
making for moral anarchy, so now you must yield them to the
service of righteousness making for aholy life.

| would like to quote from Strong's #2590 on "fruit." It means fruit from
trees. Metaphorically, it means deeds, works, and conduct.

How are we to confront the sin that so easily besets us?
Il Corinthians 10:3-6 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not
war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not

carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting
down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the
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knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ, and being ready to punish all disobedience
when your obedience is fulfilled.

We walk in the flesh, and so walk in weakness, but not according to the
flesh. Though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to it.

Our warfare is against sin; a deceitful heart, the depravity and moral
breakdown of the world around us. Plus, the very real powers of darkness
(Ephesians 6) are working to destroy us with all forms of sensuality,
corruption, and profaning of what we know istrue and correct. Satan wants
to destroy us. He has the world, but he wants us now. We have all joined this
battle.

The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, such as the world might use, such
as eloguence, wealth, beauty, handsomeness, talent, power, and such things.
It isinteresting to note what our weapons are in this fight against all thelies
that have been promulgated on the world by Satan. Our weapons are
something that has been discussed repeatedly through these days, so God
must really want us to understand it. Our weapons, simple as it may sound
are the truth and the righteousness of God.

It is absolutely essential that we have our foundations on granite. Without
that, we are going to be fooled, and taken off the track if we are not on our
toes.

Our weapons are the truth and righteousness of God. We measure all against
this plumb line. Again, you might review on your own time Ephesians 6:10-
19.

This, of course, requires that we truly work to study and pray. Y ou have to
know, should we keep the Sabbath? Are the Holy days to be kept today? Did
Christ and the apostles keep them? Are they still in effect? Should we tithe? |
have had letters like that recently, with angry responses.

Thisworld, under Satan, has had control of our minds since birth, and much

of the garbage he puts forth still pulls a us. Thus, our fight isto pull down
those fortifications that he has placed in us with the truth of God, and by
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working to live righteously. Thisiswhat our job is, thisiswhat will please
God, and it will benefit us greatly.

We do this by putting down the imaginations and arguments that are wrong
and against God. We do this by measuring what Satan, and this world,
teaches against the Word of God. In short, wrong reasoning is proven wrong
by God's Word, and cast down. Thisisthe job that we have in front of us. It
IS not just something that the ministry does.

Il Corinthians 10:6 and being ready to punish all disobedience
when your obedience is fulfilled.

Whether a minister in readiness of mind to aligning his church, or an
individual's personal readiness to avenge all disobedience that is confronting
him, one's obedience will be fulfilled when this is accomplished. In other
words, once we put down all of these things, our obedience to God is
fulfilled. We are doing exactly what He wants us to do.

In the second chapter of James, there are two broad categories of "works"
outlined. The first, having faith and confidence in God, and based on that
faith, obedience to the commandments, or law. In this, we saw that faith and
the works of obedience go hand in hand.

The second category listed is one that can be easily overlooked as we work
to understand and be obedient to God's laws, and yet aswe will see, itisan
absol ute necessity to our salvation. Without this, we are not going to be there.

The principle for these two categories is found in Matthew:

Matthew 22:34-40 But when the Pharisees heard that He had
silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. Then one of them,
alawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, "Teacher,
which is the great commandment in the law?"' Jesus said to him,

"Y ou shall love the Loro your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your mind." Thisisthefirst and great
commandment.
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Let usjust look at that, before we go into the second one. He said love Him
with all of your being. We must worship Him first before anything else. He
says, with all of your soul or life, be willing to live your life for Him. With
your entire mind, be willing to submit your will to God's intellect, to love
His law and teachings more than the decisions of our own mind. That is
tough! | haveto tell you, | like some of my decisions, but that is not right.
We must subject our decision to the mind of God. Thisisthefirst and great
commandment, and is greater than any other commandment.

Matthew 22:39-40 "And the second is likeit: "Y ou shall love your
neighbor as yourself.' "On these two commandments hang all the
Law and the Prophets."

Thefirst great category that we looked at, in James, when he used Abraham
as having faith in God first, thus his showing the work of obedience in the
willingness to sacrifice his son | saac.

The second broad category shown is based on the second great command. "
Thou shall love thy neighbor as thy self."

Matthew 5:44 But | say to you, love your enemies, bless those
who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those
who spitefully use you and persecute you,

When you do this, you imitate God the Father, who brought rain on the just
and the unjust.

Mark 12:32-34 So the scribe said to Him, "Well said, Teacher.

Y ou have spoken the truth, for thereis one God, and thereis no
other but He. "And to love Him with all the heart, with all the
understanding, with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to
love one's neighbor as oneself, is more than all the whole burnt
offerings and sacrifices." Now when Jesus saw that he answered
wisely, He said to him, "Y ou are not far from the kingdom of God."
But after that no one dared question Him.
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James 2:14-16 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says
he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? If a
brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you
says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do
not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does
it profit? [What have you done? What have you accomplished? ]

On the surface, thisis describing faith without works, but it goes deeper.

Barnes Notes. The senseisthat faith in itself, without the acts that
correspond with it, and to which it would prompt, is as cold and
heartless and unmeaning (showing no real care or concern) and
useless as it would be to say to one, who was destitute of the
necessities of life, 'depart in peace'. [Wishing someone well in deep
trouble might sound good on the surface, but it is of no real help to
the individual. God notices this.]Faith is designed to |ead to good
works. It isintended to produce a holy life; alife of activity in the
service of Jesus Christ. Thisisitsvery essence, and it iswhat it
always produces when it isgenuine. Religion is not designed to be a
cold abstraction; it isto be aliving, life giving experience. [Loving
our brethren and our neighborsis an absolute must.]

Matthew 25:31-46 "When the Son of Man comesin His glory, and
all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His
glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will
separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep
from the goats.

The day of the Lord has come; thisis not the white throne judgment. All
nations are before Him, and He divides the sheep from the goats. It is evident
In the analogy that they have all been grazing together in the same pasture,
thus they need to be separated.

Matthew 25:33-34 And He will set the sheep on His right hand,
but the goats on the left. "Then the King will say to those on His
right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world:
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The sheep will be placed on His right hand to honor them, and show they are
considered righteous, and the goats on the left, as we will see shows
condemnation. Then we see the criterion that is used in this separation. This
may not seem very important to many, but it is extremely important to God.

Matthew 25:35-37 'for | was hungry and you gave Mefood; | was
thirsty and you gave Me drink; | was a stranger and you took Me
in; 'l was naked and you clothed Me; | was sick and you visited
Me; | wasin prison and you came to Me.' "Then the righteous will
answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see Y ou hungry and feed
You, or thirsty and give Y ou drink?

Thiswas not the list of what the individuals did, but this was a mindset of
those called—to love their brethren, or strangers, and they were doing just
that. Thisistalking about the individual who comforted the woman, who lost
her husband, or when someone was desperately ill and they visited him or
her. Thiswas not the list of what the individuals did. Thisis the attitude of
those in the church who unthinkingly reflect the love of God by recognizing
the needs of the people. Perhaps because God said to, or perhaps because
they just have thisin them, yet they were concerned for others. They were
following the many examples of Jesus Christ, whether they conscioudly
realized it or not.

It is so easy to focus on law. | can remember a man who was big into
prophecy. To keep his mother in submission he would choke her, and to keep
his wife in submission he would beat her. He handed me the papers and he
said, "Well, what do you think of these?' | said, "WEell, time will tell if they
are correct. But, in the meantime you need to stop choking your mother and
quit beating your wife." Needless to say, | never heard from him again. His
thing was prophecy, and trying to figure out the end-time. He missed what
God istalking about here, and that is big time with God.

Luke 7:11-17 Now it happened, the day after, that He went into a
city called Nain; and many of His disciples went with Him, and a
large crowd. And when He came near the gate of the city, behold, a
dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother; and
she was awidow. And alarge crowd from the city was with her.
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When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her,
"Do not weep." Then He came and touched the open coffin, and
those who carried him stood still. And He said, "Y oung man, | say
to you, arise." So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And
He presented him to his mother. Then fear came upon all, and they
glorified God, saying, "A great prophet has risen up among us’;
and, "God has visited His people." And this report about Him went
throughout all Judea and all the surrounding region.

Thisisthe nature that Jesus Christ had. Jesus saw beneath the surface of this
situation. He knew there was no safety net as we have today. With her
husband dead, her son had been her only means of support. This woman's
future would indeed be bleak in that society. He had great compassion on her
and upon all that were present, and raised her son from the dead.

Jesus fed the thousands, stayed up all night, time after time, that He might
heal the multitudes that flocked to Him to be made well, He cast demons out
of the many that were afflicted, healed children, brought many back from the
dead. Jesus wept for the hardhearted multitudes who would not listen. And,
of course, He gave Hislife, for all mankind that they might be saved.

Jesus set the standard of the love and concern He is talking about in Matthew
25. Aswe exhibit the same works, we imitate Him. How sensitive is God to
what we do in this area?

Mark 9:41 NEB: "l tell you this: if anyone gives you a cup of
water to drink because you are followers of the Messiah, that man
will assuredly will not go un-rewarded."”

Matthew 10:42 And whoever gives one of these little onesonly a
cup of cold water in the name of adisciple, assuredly, | say to you,
he shall by no meanslose hisreward."

|s Jesus Christ sensitive to all of this? You bet Heis!

Matthew 25:37-40 "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying,
‘Lord, when did we see Y ou hungry and feed Y ou, or thirsty and
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give You drink? 'When did we see Y ou astranger and take You in,
or naked and clothe Y ou?'Or when did we see You sick, or in
prison, and cometo You? And the King will answer and say to
them, 'Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the
least of these My brethren, you did it to Me!'

Today, living in this prosperous society, most of us do not see many physical
needs in the church at this time. But those who visit the sick and those in
prison set such a good example. We have widows, as | mentioned, who
would love aletter, phone call, or visit. We have those who live alone, both
men and women, in this country and overseas, that need encouragement. Our
brethren, in the Philippines, are fighting such a battle over there; it just
breaks your heart. Y ou could write to them, and introduce yourself and tell
them how much you are praying for them. It would be so encouraging for
our brethren in Trinidad, Africa, and Zambia.

| would have to say, that overall, our church doeswell at this, but still the
reminder is here that all of us might improve.

Matthew 25:31-46 "Then He will also say to those on the left
hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire
prepared for the devil and his angels: 'for | was hungry and you
gave Me no food; | was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; | was a
stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe
Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.' "Then they aso
will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see Y ou hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not
minister to You? [Thisisno small thing in the eyes of Jesus Christ,
Had He been known as the Saviorby all men, and been hungry,
naked, etcetera, men would have flocked to serve Him that they
might have their reward, but as for the "little people,” in this
group's eyes, they were not important.] “"Then He will answer them,
saying, 'Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to
one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me." And these will go
away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.
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What sin did they commit? They committed the sin of omission, of failing to
do what God wanted them to do. They neglected the second great
commandment and the good work to love one's neighbor.

Titus 1:16 They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him,
being abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for every good
work.

Works, brethren, are a must, and they are important. The result of their
thoughtlessness was eternal punishment.

No message on works would be complete without going to Galatians 5.

Galatians 5:13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only
do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love
serve one another.

Again, you see that we are to serve one another, and be concerned and care
for them. In verse 13, Paul istelling the Galatians that they were called to
liberty, not the bondage of those trying to lure them into trying to earn their
salvation by works. Thisiswhat was happening to the Galatians. People
were trying to make them do works to earn their salvation. He warns them
not to use that liberty to fall back into their pagan ways, or giving into the
flesh, but to love and serve one another.

Galatians 5:14-16 For all the law isfulfilled in one word, evenin
this: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." But if you bite and
devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another! |
say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the
flesh.

If you live your life under the influence of the Holy Spirit, you will not fulfill
the lusts of human nature. This requires hard work from each of us, it does
not just happen because we are in "the church".
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Galatians 5:17-18 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the
Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so
that you do not do the things that you wish. [All of us know that
our flesh fights for its way, and the Spirit urges usto fight to
change, and live God's way, thus each of us hasadaily strugglein
this walk we have been called to.]

But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

But if wetruly work to be led by the spirit, we will not be under the
condemnation of the law. For us, brethren, being that thisis our only chance,
that isamust.

The apostle identifies and contrasts the works of the flesh, and the works of
the spirit. | use the term works of the spirit, because | want us to understand
that.

A few months ago, | gave a sermon on coveting. | never really thought much
about it at that time, but coveting is the basis for all other the sins. Y ou covet
first, and that isidolatry. The works or the idols of the flesh are as follows:

Adultery: This by today's standardsis no big thing as is evidenced
in television and the movie industry.

Fornication: We used to refer to that as pre-marital sex, which
again is considered normal in this society.

Uncleanness. Whatever lacks purity, probably pertaining to
perverted sexual practices.

L asciviousness:; All lewdness.

| dolatry: Much more than idol worship, but worshipping any of
our thoughts or actionsin place of God, and His teachings.
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Witchcraft: The word here used as witchcraft is the word
pharmakeia from where we get our word pharmacy, thus many
believe this means a potion of some sort, but in general it means
worshipping through the black arts. There is much of that going on
today.

Hatred: All that is opposite of brotherly love. The exact opposite
of what God wants usto be like.

Variance: Contentions, where the spirit of hatred proceeds to open
altercations, lawsuits, and disputes in general.

Wrath: Hatred, thoughts that will ruin the mind's harmony.
Strife: Disputes over small things.

Seditions: Divisionsinto separate parties or factions that cause
contentions.

Heresies: Partiesin the church causing separation.

Envyings: Hatred conceived at the sight of another individual's joy
and happiness.

Murders: Morethan just the taking of alife, but holding utter
hatred in one's heart toward another.

Drunkenness: Taking more alcohol than is warranted and
becoming drunk.

Revelings: Perverted feasting with obscene acts.

Paul's conclusion is that they who do these things shall not inherit the
Kingdom of God.

Now the fruit of the spirit, and again | really want to get this across. In the
Complete Word Sudy Dictionary #2590 under fruit, we certainly get "fruit of
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trees and plants of the earth”, but metaphorically fruit meaning deeds, works,
or conduct.

We do not just have the Holy Spirit and hope that something will come of it.
God's spirit is designed to promote in us the urgency to overcome and to do
these things. It may require along time. It isto set the standard for us, the
right standard. The actual work of the Holy Spirit is to producethe following
Godly characteristicsin us:

L ove: Agape: Outgoing concern for others; true concern for all of
mankind; not being self-centered; doing for others what isright,
despite their character, appearance, socia status, etcetera (|
Corinthians 13.)

Joy: Chara: Related to happiness, only happiness requires right
circumstance, where joy does not. Jesus Christ felt joy though He
faced heavy trials (Hebrews 12:2). Joy should be present in each of
us because of our wonderful calling.

Peace: Ereenee: The calm quiet that fills one when pardonis
realized. Peace of mind and peace with God.

L ong Suffering: Makrothumia: Bearing patiently with frailties and
provocations from others, with the understanding that God has
patiently dealt with us. We must be slow to anger. Some days we
all have bad days.

Kindness or Gentleness: Chreestotees. Thoughtful, dealing with
othersin sengitivity; behaving toward others kindly as God has
behaved with us.

Goodness. Agathoosune: The sincere desire to abstain from every
appearance of evil, and to do good to the best of our abilities. The
generosity of the spirit that springs from imitating Jesus Christ
(Psalm 33:4-5).
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Faithfulness: Pistis:Hereit is used in performing promises,
conscientious carefulness in preserving what is placed in our trust;
pleasing our employers, and working to imitate the faithfulness of
God, in other words, being trustworthy and honest (Hebrews 13:5).

M eekness. Prautees. Mildness, the suffering of injuries without
the feeling of revenge. An even balance in controlling temper and
passions.

Temperance: Engkratea: Good self-government, moderation, self-
discipline or control that gives us victory over the wrong pulls of
our mind and body (I John 2:15-17).

They that are Christ's have done " The work" of crucifying the flesh, with its
passions and lusts. Thus brethren, if we claim to live in the spirit, let us
perform the works that will assure us we are living in the spirit.

Has God called us to perform works?

Il Timothy 3:16-17 All Scriptureis given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
Instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be compl ete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Titus 2:13-14 Looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us,
that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for
Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.

Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we
should walk in them.

Psalm 62:12 (Recovery Version) To you Loro belongs loving
kindness: for you repay every man according to hiswork.
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In this end time, with non-Christian, and some of the Christian world, trying
to destroy "the truth" of works, coupled with faith being required for
salvation, | felt that it was a must to be grounded in this area, and that our
foundation might be solid in this area. It is absolutely essential that we
understand that we have works and that we are not side tracked.

Hebrew 12:1-2 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so
great acloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin
which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us, |ooking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of
our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God.

When | read this, | think of myself being in alarge arena. All around the
arena are the people that have gone before, and they are all cheering us on,
you can do it, so do not give up. We must work, brethren, to overcome the
sins, and | mean work, to overcome the sins that so easily beset us.

In Hebrews 13:5, Jesus Christ states that He will never, never, never, never
leave or forsake us. He loves us that much, and He wants us in His Kingdom.
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