The Talking Blood by John W. Ritenbaugh (https.//www.cgg.org)

The Talking Blood

John W. Ritenbaugh
Given 03-Oct-20; Sermon #FT20-01-AM

| am going to begin this sermon in Matthew 24:1.

Matthew 24:1-12 Then Jesus went out and departed from the
temple, and His disciples came up to show Him the buildings of the
temple. And Jesus said to them, "Do you not see all these things?
Assuredly, | say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon
another, that shall not be thrown down." Now as He sat on the
Mount of Olives, the disciples cameto Him privately, saying, "Tell
us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Y our
coming, and of the end of the age?' And Jesus answered and said
to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you. For many will come
in My name, saying, 'l am the Christ,' and will deceive many. And
you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not
troubled; for al these things must come to pass, but the end is not
yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes
in various places. All these are the beginning of sorrows. Then they
will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated
by all nationsfor My name's sake. And then many will be
offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then
many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. And because
lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.”

| chose to begin my sermon subject on this specific scriptural platform with
(what is probably very high on the list of potential church member’s
Interests), “When will He return?’

However, that question, in reality, is so unimportant at this point in time.

Jesus almost bluntly slammed the door shut on more specific discussion on
that specific point before the apostles.
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Now Jesus’ first admonition to the apostles already believing and following
Him was direct. Already believing and following Him is you and me. He
said to them, “Y ou make sure when that time arrives that no one deceives
you.”

Apparently, the wind of deception at that time is going to be even worse than
it isright now, and worse than it was at the time that Jesus said that. And so
Jesus' thought was: Do not get deceived about His return.

He then focused a little more directly. He basically said, “I am the Christ,”
inferring without directly saying it, “I’m the one that you need to be paying
attention to. These events that are going to be going on the world are going
to be tragic indeed. They’re going to be frightening, and they are going to be
very hurtful to many people. But to those of you are already following Me, |
am the Christ.” That was His focus.

And it isstill the focus at thistime, and is really the subject of my sermon,
saying, “I am the Captain of your salvation. | am your Leader and Savior;
and the world at that time will be filled with terrible testing, and distractions.
Focus the use of your faithin Me.” He did not need to say that directly, but
that iswhat He was certainly implying to them.

A secondary admonition appearsin verse 12, and that is, “ That because
lawlessness abounds, the love of many will grow cold.” Ask yourself, “Are
you living in atime in which there is ever-increasing lawlessness?” We are
certainly headed in that direction. We have not reached a peak such as Jesus
Is describing here in Matthew 24. But the admonition is clear; increasing
lawlessness generates even more lawlessness. Heis saying, “Be careful who
you choose to associate with.”

That isour warning. That is my warning in this time in which we now exist.
We have not yet hit in our lifetimes that period of time in which Jesus was
describing. But it is certainly headed in that direction.

Thetitle of this sermon does not seem to fit, but by thetime | get to the end
of the sermon, | think you will seethat it doesfit. You will seewhy | gaveit
on this occasion; the occasion being at the beginning of the Feast of
Tabernacles. The title comes from the Bible, because in several placesin the

Page 2 of 15



The Talking Blood by John W. Ritenbaugh (https.//www.cgg.org)

Bible, blood figuratively speaks and God hears and interprets what it said as
ateaching lesson for our benefit. Sometimes, though, the benefit is not
obvious.

On those occasions that blood speaks, what is given to alarge degreeis
given as though the blood is revealing its biblical prominence and huge
importance to us.

One of the books in which blood figuratively speaksis Hebrews.

A secondary reason for my speaking on this specific subject is the tag end of
Jesus' instruction here in Matthew 24. He tells them:

M atthew 24:42-44 “Watch therefore, for you do not know what
hour your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master of the
house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have
watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. Therefore
[thisis the teaching for you and me] you also be ready. . .

We are undoubtedly heading for a time in which things are going to grow not
just increasingly lawless, but increasing in terms of bad things, bad news, to
agreater and greater intensity.

Matthew 24:44 “ Therefore you aso be ready, for the Son of Man
Iscoming at an hour you do not expect.”

When do you expect His return? Y ou are probably 100% wrong, just like
everybody has been to this period of time.

Now, this particular subject that | am speaking of—blood—isin regard to
the importance Christ’s death is for our sins.

Timeliness was considered good practice regarding subject material in the
Worldwide Church of God, and | am in agreement with it. This practice was
an occasion considered in Worldwide Church of God as preaching a subject
in due season.
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Now there is nothing wrong with that practice. But brethren, Christ’sdeath is
of such great importance—payment for our sins—that it touches every
aspect of God's purpose for the converted, because that one specific death
makes possible every aspect of our calling. And therefore, speaking on this
subject within the realm of it being a suitable season for speaking on it, and
that isthat it is always in season for the subject of preaching on Jesus' death.
And thus, the elements pertaining to our future, such asthe true
understanding of what life is about; for answered prayersin time of need; to
salvation into God's Kingdom; to eternity and what lies within eternity that
God desires for us to share (as Richard so visibly taught on the Day of
Atonement).

Do not the Scriptures say that, “ Greater |ove has no one than this, than to lay
down one'slifefor hisfriends’ (John 15:13)? That iswhat Jesus did. A
proverb also says that there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother
(Proverbs 18:24).

Death epitomizes perhaps the greatest of all things that Jesus gives us
following lifeitself, and the power to enable choosing so that we can set our
course to make life one of positive accomplishment. Without Christ’s death,
brethren, there is no future. Everything hinges on it.

Elements are in motion within our American culture, and in fact, even
worldwide, that began long ago on a steady course of destructive ends that
do not forecast that prosperous and happy timeslie just ahead for the church.
Actually, the oppositeis far more likely to occur.

Now, | began this series of subjectsthat | am currently on because | was so
impressed by verse 5 of John 15. | want you to turn there because | want you
to be impressed by what Jesus said too.

John 15:5 "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abidesin
Me, and | in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do
nothing."

Now, He does not mean that we could not just go out here on the road and
build a house, or cut the grass, or whatever; He is talking about God's
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purpose. And without Him, everything that God promises that He will give
to usisapossibility.

He isthe keystone of our salvation. He is the keystone of all the wonderful
gifts that God wants to share with usin the Kingdom of God.

| want to read this again, “ Without me, you can do nothing .” Zilch, nada,
zero! Brethren, we are either in Christ, or we are not in Christ. Thereisno
middle ground. There will be nobody partially in and partially out, of God's
Family. We are either truly Christian, or we are not, even asawoman is
either pregnant, or sheis not. To be in something is an expression of
inclusion. One inclusion, one might say, is that they arein the Army. They
might say they are in the band, or they are in the church, or they arein the
family. “In” isan expression of a position within a space, atime, a
circumstance, or spiritually in aBeing. And thusto bein Christ is expressing
an inclusion within what Christ is, or isin the process of doing, or will
receive. Note especially, “or will receive.”

Now, previous to those two factors that | gave already, asto why | am giving
this particular subject, athird element that truly impressed me was what the
apostle Paul wrote about the qualifications of Jesus Christ in Hebrews 1 and
2, when they aretightly tied together with what God revealed to King David
in Psalm 2 and Psalm 8. What an awesome future lies before those who die
in Christ. | do not want any of usto lose out, failing to share in those
conclusions Paul wrote 2,000 years ago to impress the minds of the Jews
who were converting, but had some sticky questions that needed true
answers.

Adding to that is afourth salient fact. | am no spring chicken. In about three
weeks | will turn 88. And, recent family history tells me that except for one
other direct male member of my grandfather Ritenbaugh’s clan, haslived as
long as | have, and he died just about five or six months ago. He was my
favorite cousin. And like most men, | want to leave something behind of
value to those that | love.

A fifth reason, and most certainly included in motivational factors, are the

experiences that Evelyn and | are sharing as she is continuing to experience
the loss of much of her memory. In other words, | am also being at |east
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partially motivated because | can see that the sands of time are draining from
both of our lives.

Now some of these thoughts began drifting through my mind before
Pentecost, and they somewhat led to parts of my Pentecost sermon in which |
stressed the terms “admiration” and “appreciation” aimed toward perceiving
Jesus Christ with an ever-stronger outward show of His importance for His
labors of love in our behalf.

But a motivation was there, building even before Pentecost, to move mein
that direction. A significant push was supplied when | read a portion of a
small booklet published by World Net Daily in 2017. It was authored by a
Baptist minister, and one of his concerns at the beginning of his booklet was
because of the tragic decline of attendance of peoplein the United States
claiming to be Christian.

He listed a number of book titles appearing for public reading with clever
titles such as Truth Decay and If God Disappears. Those booklets chronicle
the decline of personal righteousness, as well as the fact that major religious
organizations are turning away from biblical doctrinal righteousness, and
boldly proceeding into accepting the world standards.

Now remember that because this man's book was published in 2017, his
latest statistical facts, therefore, are from around 2013 and even before.
Therefore, they are at least seven years old.

But he reported at that time that 70% of children and teensin the Christian
Church will leave it by the age of 22. That statistic was based on what was
happening back in that period just before 2013.

Another statistic that he gave that is reported by one David Sanford, who
was the author of that book, If God Disappears, that in 2008, based on an
analysis published by the United States Census Bureau, that 31 million
professing Christians had already left the Christian organizations, and by
2015 that figure had risen to 42 million. The figure as to when that was
measured from was not given, but | got the impression that it was within
about 25 years of that statistic.
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One more statistical batch, and perhaps it will help you seethat itisno
mystery why American cities are burning, and there are so many murders
going on. The Institute of Church Leadership, which is agroup of men who
are committed to somehow building and bolstering church leadership
development, found that presently 2.7 million members (their statistic) fall
into inactivity from Christianity in ayear. Thiswas about 2017. That would
be about 3,500, who have declared themselves as Christian, departing each
day!

Y ou think there is not concern out there asto what is going on in the world?
Why cities are burning? That isalot of people.

Now, | want to go back to the book of Isaiah, which Richard read on the Day
of Atonement, and | want to read just a brief part of Isaiah 1:1-9 again, to
review with you of what God sees in the people that He has raised up and
taught about Christianity, who had the Son, who gave Hislife so that we
could live.

|saiah 1:1-3 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw
concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. Hear, O heavens, and give
ear, O earth! For the Loro has spoken: “1 have nourished and
brought up children, and they have rebelled against Me; the ox
knows its owner and the donkey its master's crib; but Israel does
not know, My people do not consider."

That is God's own estimate in Isaiah's day. Isit any different today than it
was then? We are the same | sraglitish people in the sense that we are
descended from those who committed the sins, at the time of 1saiah. We have
not changed one iotal God raises up people to teach, and He teaches them
through His own servants. And then we constantly turn our back. That is the
history of the Israglitish people, and most of you are Israglitish. We have a
proclivity for doing what our ancestors did. Thirty-five hundred people a
day, leaving the Christian Church in America with a population of about 320
million people.

One of those statisticswhich | did not read, but was in that little booklet, was
that, would you not think that if 91 million people were running away from
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your business, you would wonder why? That figure he was using at that time
was 91 million people had departed from the Christian Church.

Now why am | giving this sermon? Thereis no blood that has ever lived on
earth that is more important than what you have covering your sins,

Do you appreciate it? Do you joyfully rejoice that it is covering your sin?
And what are you doing about developing the relationship that you have with
the One who sacrificed His life? What do you think He feels like about
people accepting His blood, and then turning away from it in order to have
fun, or whatever it was? Was that “fun” for Him to go through that death?

Toward the end of this sermon, | am going to try to make you think about the
way God looks upon that death. | do not think we will get to that this day.

|saiah 1:3-5*“The ox knows its owner and the donkey its master's
crib; but Israel does not know, My people do not consider.” Alas,
sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, abrood of evildoers,
children who are corrupters! They have forsaken the Loro, they
have provoked to anger the Holy One of Israel, they have turned
away backward. Why should you be stricken again?. . .

“What good,” God says, “isit going to give Me to give you another
spanking? The previous one didn’t do that much good. History tells us you
will revolt.”

Isaiah 1:5-9. .. You will revolt more and more. The whole head is
sick, and the whole heart faints. From the sole of the foot even to
the head [L et us honestly ask ourselves, “ Are we any better today
than those people were then?’], there is no soundnessiin it, but
wounds and bruises and putrefying sores; they have not been closed
or bound up, or soothed with ointment. Y our country is desolate
[Now, hereis one of the thingsthat | really took note of when
Richard read it on the Day of Atonement.], your cities are burned
with fire; strangers devour your land in your presence; and it is
desolate, as overthrown by strangers. So the daughter of Zion is left
asabooth in avineyard, as ahut in agarden of cucumbers, as a
besieged city. Unless the Loro Of hosts had |eft to us avery small
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remnant, we would have become like Sodom, we would have been
made like Gomorrah.

It was right about that same time that | gave that sermon (this was July 25th
of thisyear) that | titled, Five Easily Neglected Doctrines. There was nothing
difficult about any of those five subjects. They are basic to living by faith.
But there is nothing of mind-bending importance in any of them, compared
to what God spells out in Hebrews 1 and 2, combined with Psalms 2 and 8,

of what lies ahead for usif we hang in there to the very end. What God spells
out in those four chaptersis mind bending, those four chaptersin Hebrews
and Psalms. But it became a certainty to me at that time that one cannot live
by faith in Jesus Christ without keeping those five very basic doctrines.

| am going to give you those five again. There is nothing complex about any
of them.

1): Itisacertainty that we must labor to develop arelationship with Christ.

Now God calls, and we have no control whatever regarding that. But we,
with the emphasis on we, must act on our calling.

Very simply, itisup to us. Nobody cando it foryou—N OB ODY.

2): Jesus cares about us continuoudly; rely on it; cry out to Him
continuously; He understands our needs. And nobody—nobody!—can rely
on Jesus through athird party. Just like the first doctrine, we have to do it
ourselves.

3): The screws are definitely tightening on the church in the American
culture. And those who are truly Christians are also truly becoming rarer,
and more easily noticed and blamed for the world's faults. The American
culture from the Pilgrims right on up to this day, is being blamed for all of
Americasills. What a shame!

It has gotten so bad that even this world's false Christianity is being blamed,
because people are so ignorant of the knowledge of God. True Christianity is
gradually coming into the cross hairs. We are moving toward it. We are not
there yet, but we are moving towardsiit.
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4): God isindeed assembling His Family, and seemingly, one by one. He
individually calls and is in absolute control of what is going on. He did not
make a mistake regarding you and your calling. Do not make the mistake of
neglecting your calling, because you do not feel as though you have the time
for it. You may become avictim of sheer neglect.

| want you to turn back to Hebrews because thisis the way chapter 2 begins.
After giving chapter 1, Paul opens chapter 2 by saying:

Hebrews 2:1 Therefore [because of all thiswonderful information]
we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard,
lest we drift away.

Notice: Drift away! That iswhat is happening to peoplein thisworld’s
Christian churches; they are drifting away!

Hebrews 2:2-4 For if the word spoken through angels proved
steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received ajust
reward, how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation,
which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was
confirmed to us by those who heard Him, God also bearing witness
both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the
Holy Spirit, according to His own will?

5): (Maybe thiswill surprise you alittle bit) Just as surely as God created
Adam and Eve, we are not creating ourselves. Do you get that? We talk
about creating character. Who is the Creator? Isit God or us? Answer that
for yourself. We cannot leave this up to somebody else, either. The Bible
clearly shows that God Himself is heading up the creative process. God is
creating! He said to His Companion in the creation, “Let Us make man in
our image.” He not only created Adam and Eve, Heis creating usin His
Image right now. It is not us. He is doing the creating.

Are you giving yourself over to Him so He can do that? Are you following
the instructions that He gives usin His Word as to what He wants us to do so
that we will be conformed to what He has created? He does it. We are not
creators of anything spiritually, but we can follow what He tells us, the
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exercises and so forth that He tells us we must do so. Let us get that one
straight. God is Creator, not us.

Just alittle bit of logic | will throw in right at this point, isthat no man has
ever seen God at any time in order to know precisely where God is headed,
except as a generality.

What did Jesus do? “He declared Him,” iswhat it saysin the English Bible.
He has not handed the job off to anybody in the entire universe. Our
responsibility is merely to respond to what He orders us to do.

Okay, brethren, that was my introduction. | am not kidding you. That is what
it was. | have hardly said aword about blood yet, but it iscoming; | certainly
will not finish it today. In fact, | told Richard, alerted him that | may just stop
rather abruptly, and go back to my seat, and we will call off servicesfor this
morning.

| want you to turn to | John, because | am going to continue a bit further.

| John 5:6-9 Thisis He who came by water and blood—Jesus
Christ; not only by water, but by water and blood. And it isthe
Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth. For there are
three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the
Holy Spirit; and these three are one. And there are three that bear
witness on earth: the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these
three agree as one. If we receive the witness of men, the witness of
God is greater; for thisis the witness of God which He has testified
of His Son.

A key word inthisisin verse six. It isthe two-letter word “by,” where it
says, “ThisisHe who came BY water and blood.”

Now, understanding the Greek term within its context is helpful. “By” is not
wrong as atrandlation, but it could perhaps better be trandlated into English
as “through,” or “with.” And thisis because the apostle John is describing
what he was accompanied by with or when he did what he did during his
ministry. And it is as though these elements—the water and the blood—were
living witnesses of what He said and did.
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The water refersto His baptism at the beginning of His ministry when He
declared His purpose to fulfill al righteousness.

The blood refers to His bloody death on the stake to pay for the sins of the
world.

These two are pointed out here as witnesses because they were significant
occasions at the beginning of Hiswork, setting His purpose. At the end,
when He said “It isfinished,” He had accomplished what He set out to do.
And inamaor way, each testified of Histotal immersion, of His devotion,
and dedication to Hislabors of love on our behalf.

Now awitnessis one who is usually associated by us with a court of law, or
perhaps in news items reported in a newspaper or electronic broadcast. A
witness is a person who sees or hears an event and tells others of what the
person said or had seen or had heard—what the witness had seen or heard.
They are aperson who has evidence because they have personal, and
usually, direct knowledge of something that has taken place. Thus, they are
called upon to give an attestation, evidence, or proof of the event or events
they saw or heard. Witnesses certify that something istrue or false.

With that explanation, do you understand what | said there? The water of
Jesus Christ’s baptism is called upon to give atestimony of what it saw, or
heard. The same istrue of the blood. But thisiswhat | am going to be
speaking on: the blood of Jesus Christ. What does the blood of Jesus Christ
say within the Bible in the testimony that it gives regarding this One who
died for our sins?

That iswhat is happening here. The apostle John is explaining that these
objects—the water and the blood—are giving their testimony of what they
witnessed of the life of Jesus Christ.

So what does the witnhess do? A witness certifies that something is true or
false. That iswhat they are called upon in atrial to do. They are to certify—
to testify—that something istrue or false.
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Now, as you can begin to see these events—these witnesses—are expressed
as being much more than they might have appeared on the surface of
everyday events. But these events were not just events, but because the
Person at the center of these witnesses was the Creator God. And it was His
blood that was shed.

Overall, what John is saying is that these withesses agree as one. They arein
perfect harmony with each other and they did this through His entire
ministry. So their testimony is pretty substantial.

Another way of saying thisisthat they all converge upon one truth, or they
all contribute to one and the same result, namely the truth that Jesus Christ,
the Creator God, has come in the flesh, and that we, those listening to the
witnesses, have life because of Him—not just any old life, but eternal life.
Because of Him, the One person alive besides the Father, who can stand up
and honestly and truthfully declare that, “Y ou have life because of Me.”
Another way of saying thisis that they—all the withesses—converge upon
one truth, or they all contribute to one and the same result, namely, that the
truth that Jesus Christ, the Creator God, is coming in the flesh; and that we,
those listening to the witnesses, have lifein Him.

In addition, these verses are written in such away to give areader of the
Bible understanding that they, the witnesses—the water, the blood, and the
Holy Spirit—are (listen to thisl) constantly bearing witnessto us. It is almost
as though God is saying, “I’m not going to let you forget what My Son did
for you,” that is, to those of faith it is being said to.

The witnesses are always in the present tense for you and me. God does that
because He will not let us forget the blood of His Son was shed, so that we
can live.

Now, for the purposes of this sermon, we are going to be concentrating on
the testimony of the witness of the blood. These verses say that blood isa
teaching witness for God of Jesus Christ, His Son.

For quite a period of time during the historical period of sailing ships, Britain
ruled the seas, even as America does today. But they were plying the waters

Page 13 of 15



The Talking Blood by John W. Ritenbaugh (https.//www.cgg.org)

with sailing ships. And | remember reading once that there was a saying that
If you found a hemp rope that had ared center cord, you knew the rope had
been made by the British Navy because that red cord was their trademark
identifying who had done the work.

In like manner, the Bible has a similarity to that. | know that you know that
lifeisin the blood. And there is nobody more associated with life than God
Himself, because He islife's author.

Now, Jesus said of Himself, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” But there
are people who have seemingly counted just about everything in the Bible,
looking for something that He did during His ministry. At any rate, doing so
led to this saying that someone devised, that anywhere in the Bible that one
looks, you will find ared ribbon, not ared cord, but ared ribbon running
through it, from Genesis 4, all the way through Revelation. | read that
somewhere once, and it stuck in my mind.

Figuratively, what this person was saying is, that if you cut the Bible
anyplace, anywhere in the Book, it is going to bleed. Now, he did not mean
literally. He meant that blood is that important to the movement of the story
through the Bible, and even as our lifeisin the blood, it is as though the
Bibleisaliving book filled with blood of all who died. And that figure, even
If iswithin the Bible, isahuge figure.

Listen to thisfigure that | am going to tell you that these researchers found
regarding something that we just celebrated or observed. A great deal of sin
has occurred, as we just saw a small witness of there in the book of |saiah.
But according to these researchers who did this research that | am going to
give you, there are an astounding 427 times in the Scripture stated in a
variety of ways that we have reference to blood atonement—remember that
word—that without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins.
Without the shedding of blood, there is no covering, no blotting out of sins.

We sometimes say that if God says something once, it ought to be enough

for us and we should obey. If He says something three times, that isfairly
serious, because three indicates afinality. But if He says something seven
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times, seven is the number of perfection, and is super, super serious. How
about 427 times that in so many different ways blood covers sin? That is 61
times seven. That isimpressive.

| think God does not want us to forget what His Son did as an act of love.
That is how many times God hammers it into our consciousness the
seriousness of sin and its consequence—death. Death is the only means by
which sin can be covered, paid for, atoned for.

Brethren, is God serious about sin or what? Death is not something we relish
thinking about, but we must, and God forcesiit.
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