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Throughout last year, Richard gave a series of sermons that was highly
significant in its ramifications. The series was called, “ Jesus in the Feasts,”
and the upshot of his sermons was that, from Passover through the Eighth
Day, each observance is—first and foremost—a powerful pointer to Jesus
Christ. Even as the whole sacrificial system pointed to the Messiah, so also
the annual feasts picture Him in some way. While each feast may contain
other themes and lessons, the opening of Leviticus 23 is clear that they are
all feaststo Him.

As many of you know, the Worldwide Church of God was really into
prophecy. Prophecy is exciting, and it hooks peopl€' s attention. We are
curious about the future and how things will unfold. And aslong asthisis
kept in balance, there is nothing wrong with that. However, when the
prophetic view is how we first look at the annual feast days, the thoughts of
future events tend to overshadow the real object, which is Jesus Christ
Himself.

Certainly, future eventsin God’ s plan are important, especially when He has
devoted so much of His book to telling usin advance what will happen. But
the future is not more important than our present walk with God. It is not
more important than understanding His will for us now, which will help usto
be on the right side of the future asit arrives. So, if we want to understand
what each feast pictures, we must look for Christ in them first.

Today we will look at part of our role before God that is especially important
this week. Please turn with me to the New Testament’s most prophetic book:

Revelation 1:4-6 John, to the seven churches which arein Asia

Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is
to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, and
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead,
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and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and
washed us from our sinsin His own blood, and has made us kings
and prieststo His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen.

Thisisthe apostle John' s opening salutation for the book, and it includes
some of Christ’s credentials. But for our purposes today, verse 6 iswhat we
are after. It says that Jesus has made us kings and priests to His God and
Father. A better rendering is “akingdom of priests’ rather than “kings and
priests,” which we will get to in a moment.

It isavery significant statement. Thereis an echo of thisin Revelation 5:10,

which Richard began his sermon with on the 1% Day. That's the one that
says that Christ has “made us kings and priests [or, “akingdom of priests’]
to our God; and we shall reign on the earth.” Thereisasimilar mention in
Revelation 20:6, which says that those in the first resurrection “shall be
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.”

But we came to this mention because it shows that this applies to us right
now. The other places tend to give the impression that the priesthood isa
futurerole. Y et verse 6 here states that He has made us priests. That iswho
we are right now.

Most trand ations and commentators suggest that “kingdom of” is a better
rendering here than “kings and.” 1I'm not a Greek scholar, but what | have
found is that “kingdom of priests’ has more support from the rest of
Scripture than to say that we are kings now because we were washed in His
blood. Our kingship is still future, but our priesthood is something we must
attend to now as we prepare to reign, which Richard spoke about.

In Exodus 19:6, God said that the children of Israel were to be a kingdom of
priests and a holy nation. That was His intent for them. Israel failed
miserably in that responsibility, though they will have another chance after
their future restoration.

But Peter picks up on this terminology and appliesit to the church:
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| Peter 2:5 "you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual
house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ."

| Peter 2:9 "But you are achosen generation, aroyal priesthood, a
holy nation, His own specia people, that you may proclaim the
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous
light;"

In verse 9, Peter uses the term “royal priesthood” instead of “kingdom of
priests,” but the terms are essentially the same. It is a priesthood that serves a
King. And, asin Revelation 1:6, thisis all present tense. It does not say we
will become aroyal priesthood, but that we are one now. Thisisacritical
part of our spiritual identity.

In terms of spiritual identity, God calls New Covenant believers various
things, such as firstfruits, children of God, and heirs. We can take great
encouragement from how God identifies us because the various identities
indicate how much we are worth to Him.

But the identification of the church as God’ s priesthood carries a dlightly
different implication. It reminds us of our responsibilities, whereas many of
the other identifiers remind us of benefits. Thisis not to take away from
those other identifiers at all, because we need them, and we need to believe
them. But the priesthood aspect is perhaps not as popular becauseitisarole
that reminds us of what is required of us while other identifiers tend to
emphasize what we have received or will receive.

These verses describe the grouping we are part of as “holy. It says“aholy
priesthood” in verse 5 and “aholy nation” in verse 9. However, we must
remember that holiness is a process. We were made holy when we were set
apart by God. But that holinessisjust the starting point. From that setting-
apart that God did, Scripture tells us we must pursue holiness, aswell as
perfect it. Holiness is an integral part of thisrole, thisidentity.

Now, our priesthood is distinct from the Levitical priesthood. One of the

biggest differencesisthat our High Priest is perfect and eternal. In addition,
our service is not in making animal sacrifices, but sacrifices that are spiritual
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in nature and purpose. Our sacrifices and offerings involve a great deal of
self-sacrifice, so we become living sacrifices. Relatedly, our serviceisnot in
aphysical tabernacle or temple, but primarily within the spiritual temple—
helping it to be built up so God is glorified.

What is interesting, though, isthat there are very few direct New Testament
instructions regarding how to be a priest. These versesin | Peter are the main
ones. We could also add Hebrews 13:5-6, which mentions the sacrifice of
praise, as well as doing good and sharing as other sacrifices. And Romans 12:
1 says that we are to present our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and
acceptable to God—another mention of holiness. But what this means is that
even though we are separate from the Levitical priesthood, we must go back
to their instructions to understand the role of agodly priesthood in general.

Hebrews 8:5 says that the Levitical priests served “the copy and shadow of
the heavenly things.” Their service was atype of the heavenly reality, which
means we must look at the principles and intent within the instructionsin

L eviticus to understand how we are to serve, because we are part of the
“heavenly things’ now. Those instructions are the only pattern we have for
how to fulfill our role. And we must understand them with Christ as our
High Priest, and with discerning how they apply under the New Covenant.

Peter mentions spiritual sacrifices and praising God, and we will ook at
another application that will set the table for the rest of the sermon. Please
turn to Hebrews 13;

Hebrews 13:10-13 We have an atar from which those who serve
the tabernacle have no right to eat. For the bodies of those animals,
whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin,
are burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus al so, that He might
sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate.
Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His
reproach.

The author of Hebrews did not identify himself, so for the sake of
convenience for today, we're just going to call him “Paul.”
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Paul really says a mouthful here. But to understand what he is getting at, we
must remember what came before this, which is basically the whole book.
As arefresher, Hebrews was written to a group of believers who were
approaching the end of an age. However, the pressure of their timeswas
causing them not to care as much about their calling. Instead, they were
spiritually drifting, and starting to fall back to the religious and cultural
norms around them that they had come out of before. Those ideas were
overshadowing Jesus Christ, just like the prophetic timeline has for us.

So, Paul wrote to point out that Christ was vastly superior to al the lesser
things the Hebrews were looking at for guidance and support, and which
were causing them to drift. Much of what Paul addressesisthe Levitical
priesthood, the temple service, and the sacrifices. But remember, those
things are the shadow. They point to the reality, which is Christ.

In addition, the Judaism that Christ encountered as a man, and which had
Him put to death, was a corruption of the law He gave to and through M oses.
Various traditions had arisen over the centuries that skewed God'’ s intent. On
top of that, the high priesthood had become a political office that was for
sale. The whole system was |eavened.

In these verses, then, Paul distances Christ and His work from the
established system and ideas that were still tugging at the hearts of the
Hebrews. The established system, especially with its corruption, could not
give them the strength and wisdom and other things they needed as the
pressure kept increasing.

Hebrews was written to show Christ’s superiority over all other factors, and
this passage near the end is a call to action to metaphorically leave Jerusalem
and the temple and to go outside the camp—outside the established system—
to where our Lord was crucified. Paul is saying that Christ wasn't in that
system. Now, we understand that, in its original and pure form, it came from
Him, and also that it will be instituted again in the Millennium. But those
who truly believe in Christ have something far better.

Believersin the first century—at least those in Judea—had to come out of
Judaism. Believersin Gentile areas, such as Corinth, Ephesus, and Galatia,
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had to come out of pagan systems and cultures that never had God in them.
And today, we must come out of the world. That could mean coming out of
Catholicism or Protestantism. It could mean secularism, agnosticism, and
even atheism. It could mean progressivism or Republicanism. It certainly
means to stop loving the world, this present, anti-God system that
continuously pressures us to conform. Paul says that to go forth to Christ, we
must go outside the camp.

Hebrews 13:10 is key for our purposes today as we consider the priesthood
of the Most High God. It says, “We have an altar from which those who
serve the tabernacle have no right to eat.” Within the tabernacle and later
temple, the altar symbolized God'’ s table. The things that were put on the
altar pictured God eating and being satisfied, assuming everything was done
according to His instructions and His holiness was upheld.

However, the priests who served in the tabernacle were also allowed to eat
some things from the altar. Not everything was for them—some things were
completely consumed by fire on the atar, meaning they belonged only to
God. But the priests had aright to eat certain portions of the sacrifices.

In verse 10, Paul leans on that but then contrasts it with what we, as the New
Covenant priesthood, have the opportunity to eat. We have adifferent altar—
adifferent table; one that is invitation-only.

Even as the physical altar was God' s table that also provided food for the
Levitical priesthood, our better altar points to Christ as the means by which
we are spiritually fed. But this privilege a'so comes with a significant
responsibility, which isto make use of the food that is available to usthat is
not available to the uncalled.

What makes the difference is God’ s Spirit. Others may read God's Word and
glean some things, but God'’ s Spirit, working with our minds, imparts
spiritual understanding that allows the spiritual priesthood to grasp things
that others simply will not see or accept.

What is more, God' s Spirit allows the understanding to then have an

application, meaning our lives are changed by what we read because we start
making different choices. That's wisdom. Choosing God's way of life over
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the common system—whether Judaism or Protestantism or whatever—then
reinforces our place outside the camp, meaning that we' re not going to fit
with those who are part of the dominant system, but that’ s just fine because
we've gone forth to where Christ is. That is far more important than what’s
Inside the camp.

Part of our responsibility is shown in the previous verse:

Hebrews 13:9 Do not be carried about with various and strange
doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established by grace, not
with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied
with them.

Thisisthe beginning of the context of spiritual eating as aroyal priesthood,
and Paul warns of being carried about by various and strange doctrines. In
other words, we must be very careful about what we eat spiritually, just as
we are careful with what we eat physically. Our spiritual diet is even more
important than our physical diet because what we take into our minds affects
our worldview and then our decisions. We could have the perfect physical
diet for ourselves and yet be moving away from Christ if we are not careful
with what our minds digest.

Verse 9 mentions “doctrines.” That translation is correct, except that it has
the tendency to make us think of something officially stated, such asa
church’ s statement of beliefs or a paper written by a committee of scholars.
And those are true applications, but the Greek word here can be used broadly
in the sense of “teaching.” Today we are surrounded by teachings because of
our digital connections with the rest of humanity.

When we put verses 9-10 together, we can see that Paul links spiritual
teaching and spiritual eating. So, the admonition is not to allow ourselves to
be carried away by just any teaching, especially when we have atable of
gpiritual food that few others have the right to eat at. If we focus on that
table, we will be much less vulnerable to false teachings.

Verse 9 goeson to say that it is good for our hearts to be established by grace

rather than with foods. Within the context, the foods refer to the offerings
under the Old Covenant. The priests could eat from most of the offerings,
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and everybody could eat from the peace offering, provided they were
ceremonially clean.

But, as Paul’ s contrast continues, there was nothing spiritually profitable that
came from that food. It did not enhance their standing with God, and it did
not make them more like Him. The sacrifices served a purpose under the
covenant with Isragl, but the biblical record is clear that those foods, by
themselves, could not provide any spiritual benefit. Spiritual strength comes
from spiritual things, not from physical foods.

Instead, he says, it is good for the heart to be established by grace. Because
of the religious culture around us, “grace” is often thought of asjust a
synonym for “forgiveness,” but that is not correct. More fully, “grace” refers
to anything that God gives. It can include forgiveness, but grace is not
limited to that.

Plugging that back in, Paul is saying that it is good for the heart to be
established, meaning strengthened, by what God has given. And it isin this
context that Paul mentions an altar that is separate from the Old Covenant
system. That spiritual alter is an aspect of God’ s grace—His favor toward
us—that the rest of Israel cannot access yet.

Protestant commentaries commonly say that this altar is the cross of Christ,
and thus, we feed on His sacrifice. That has an element of truth, but it also
tends to limit one’s view just to the crucifixion, which is one of
Protestantism’ s bad habits. This altar includes much more.

Thisiswhere we come full circle. Even though the physical sacrifices cannot
provide spiritual strength, and even though we are part of aroyal priesthood
that is separate from the Levitical priesthood, we must examine the shadows
to learn more about the reality. We must go back to those instructions and
look at them through a spiritual lensto find applications for us.

To this point, we have been considering the spiritual priesthood and what

that priesthood eats, and now we will take a side trip regarding eating
because eating is a significant part this Feast.
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Deuteronomy 12:5-7 “But you shall seek the place where the L
ORD your God chooses, out of all your tribes, to put His name for
His dwelling place; and there you shall go. There you shall take
your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the heave
offerings of your hand, your vowed offerings, your freewill
offerings, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks. And there you
shall eat before the LORD your God, and you shall rgjoicein all to
which you have put your hand, you and your households, in which
the LORD your God has blessed you.

God told Israel there would be a central place of worship where God would
place His name, and that is where the pilgrimage feasts would be kept. He
did not want Israel to do these things on their own because He knew their
worship would devolve into something outside of His intent. He goeson in
verse 8 to forbid every man doing what is right in his own eyes. So, He gave
instructions that all their sacrifices and offerings had to be brought to the
central location, and the Feast isincluded in that.

Verse 7 contains a critical phrase. The Israelites were not just to eat the
sacrifices and offerings at the central location, but they were to eat “before
the LORD [their] God.” That phrase means more than just that the LORD was
at the central location. It means that He was the focus and the reason for
what they were doing—the rejoicing and so forth.

If you look down to verse 18, it contains the same basic wording. It says that
the tithes and offerings cannot be eaten within one’s gates (that’s in verse
17), but had to be eaten before the LORD. And the rejoicing also had to be
“before the LORD,” again meaning that it was done with respect to Him. The
rejoicing was because of Him—because of His work and His blessing. The
rgjoicing was not an end unto itself.

Several years ago, a woman who normally attends with another church of

God group visited our Feast site. Thiswasn’t a one-day visit, but rather she
heard a number of messages and fellowshipped as well. After getting a pretty
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good taste of a CGG Feast, she said something that really struck me, and
which also raised a serious question. She said, “Its different here.” She said,
“Thisis going to sound funny, but you guys talk about God.”

| don’t bring this up to cheerlead or grandstand. That was one person’s
experience, and the plural of “anecdote” isnot “data.” | am quite certain that
someone, at some time, came to a CGG Feast and had alackluster
experience, and another group’ s Feast was more to his or her liking. Asthe
car commercials would say, “Y our mileage may vary.”

But that observation raises the question of why we—meaning the greater
church; the whole spiritual priesthood—why we keep this Feast. | believe
that woman’'s experience should make us evaluate why we gather and rejoice
in various waysif God isn’'t the focus.

Without that critical element of actually having God at the forefront, the
Feast isjust a party, dressed up in areligious costume and paid for by second
tithe. Obvioudly, that is not God' s intent. Y et we know from Amos and
|saiah that that is indeed what happened in Israel and Judah. The people
brought their sacrifices and offerings and they rejoiced, but God wasn't in
their thoughts. They may have been near the Temple, but they were not truly
eating and rejoicing “before the LORD [their] God.”

The same wording is used for the second tithe, just a couple chapters ahead:

Deuteronomy 14:22-23 “Y ou shall truly tithe all the increase of
your grain that the field produces year by year. And you shall eat
before the LORD your God, in the place where He chooses to make
His name abide, the tithe of your grain and your new wine and your
oil, of the firstborn of your herds and your flocks, that you may
learn to fear the LORD your God always.

Deuteronomy 1426 And you shall spend that money for whatever
your heart desires: for oxen or sheep, for wine or similar drink, for
whatever your heart desires; you shall eat there before the LORD
your God, and you shall rejoice, you and your household.
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Verses 22 and 26 specify that the second tithe is for use “before the LORD,”
meaning it isin reference to Him. The pilgrimage feasts were about going to
where God had placed His name to worship Him. The rejoicing comes from
this because it was and is an unparalleled blessing to have the Creator God as
one's God. Y et notice that verse 23 also states that part of eating before the L
ORD isto grow in our fear—our respect—of God. That can only happen if
we tie our Feast experiencesto His activity in our lives.

Please start turning to Leviticus 7. Sometimes God' s words in Leviticus are
difficult for usto really tune into because we don’t have any experience with
the offerings. Their literal application was under the previous covenant, and
It is easy to classify these chapters as irrelevant to us.

However, we must remember that these Scriptures are God-breathed, and
that His Word endures forever. Thereis adivine quality to these instructions.
Leviticusis part of the “Holy Scriptures’ that Paul tells Timothy can make
him (and us) wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. Paul goes on to
say that these instructions are part of what makes us complete and
thoroughly equipped for every good work (Il Timothy 3:15-16). Thereis
tremendous value in these parts of God’'s Word. We just need to understand
them through the lens of Christ’s ministry, which now includes His role as
High Priest.

The sacrificial law is valuable because it contains principles and patterns
from the mind of God. Remember, these things reflect the heavenly redlity,
so when we identify what the symbols teach us, we also catch glimpses into
the mind of our Creator and Savior. That’ s why these things can make us
wise for salvation through faith in Christ.

Leviticus 7 isthe tail-end of the instructions for all the sacrifices and
offerings. We will just read the summary in verses 35-36:

L eviticus 7:35-36 Thisis the consecrated portion for Aaron and his

sons, from the offerings made by fire to the Lord, on the day when
M oses presented them to minister to the Lord as priests. The Lord
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commanded this to be given to them by the children of Israel, on
the day that He anointed them, by a statute forever throughout their
generations.

Leviticus 7 is the capstone of the main instructions for the burnt, grain,
peace, sin, and trespass offerings. Throughout these first seven chapters, God
specifies which portion He claims as His own and which portion the priests
could have. So, thisisthe section of Scripture that Hebrews 13:10 alludes to.
The Levitical priests had aright to eat from the altar—from God’ s table—
within certain bounds.

We will move on to chapters 8 and 9, which are about the consecration of
Aaron and his sons. They went through thisritual to be officially set apart by
God and installed into office so they could serve in the tabernacle, ssimilar to
how we are baptized to enter God’ s priesthood. And since we are looking at
our role asthe royal priesthood today, there is rich material in these chapters
for usto consider.

But these chapters are especially relevant this week because God uses
patterns. Based on those patterns, there are significant similarities between
the Feast of Tabernacles and the consecration of the priests, which we will
see.

We will start with the time structure, which i1s found in verse 33:

L eviticus 8:33-35 [Moses speaking] And you shall not go outside
the door of the tabernacle of meeting for seven days, until the days
of your consecration are ended. For seven days he shall consecrate
you. As he has done this day, so the LORD has commanded to do,
to make atonement for you. Therefore you shall stay at the door of
the tabernacle of meeting day and night for seven days, and keep
the charge of the LORD, so that you may not die; for so | have been
commanded.”

The first similarity between this Feast and the consecration of the priestsis
the length of time. The priests had to stay within the tabernacle of meeting
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for seven days. The Feast is also seven days long (Leviticus 23:34-36). In the
Bible, seven days is the common length of time for sanctification or
purification, and that’s what we see here.

After the seven days of the Feast, the Eighth Day is a holy day designated as
a sacred assembly. For the priests, after seven days in the tabernacle, the next
day—their eighth day—they came out of the tabernacle, and the whole
congregation assembled to witness the conclusion of the consecration
(Leviticus 9:5). It was not called a sacred assembly, but there was an
assembly, and it served a similar purpose in terms of closing off the previous
seven days. It was avery specia day. Please flip over to chapter 9:

L eviticus 9:22-24 Then Aaron lifted his hand toward the people,
blessed them, and came down from offering the sin offering, the
burnt offering, and peace offerings. And Moses and Aaron went
Into the tabernacle of meeting, and came out and blessed the
people. Then the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people, and
fire came out from before the LORD and consumed the burnt
offering and the fat on the altar. When all the people saw it, they
shouted and fell on their faces.

This eighth day was the result of the previous seven days of consecration,
and on it, the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people. Fire came out
and consumed what was on the altar. The congregation witnessed God
accepting and symbolically eating the meal that had been laid out for Him.
For the sake of our hearts and nervous systems, it is probably a merciful
thing that fire does not come out each time we make an offering.

Nevertheless, thiswas a very significant eighth day. Seven days,
immediately followed by a special eighth day, matches the pattern of staying
in temporary dwellings for seven days and having a sacred assembly on the
Eighth Day.

As an aside, the tabernacle is described in two different ways. They ook
similar in English, but in Hebrew, they are quite different. Thefirst way is
simply “the tabernacle,” and the Hebrew word is mishkan (Strong’ s #4908).
It indicates atent or a dwelling place. The tabernacle was the dwelling place
of God amid His people.
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The tabernacle is aso referred to as “the tabernacle (or tent) of meeting.” |
will just spell the Hebrew words, and you can pronounce them in your head,
so you don't think | am swearing: ohel mo’ed. Now, “the tent of meeting”
may sound like the congregation getting together to meet in atent, but that
would be impossible. Even if only the men of Isragl assembled, that would
still be hundreds of thousands of people, and not even the biggest circus tent
in history could hold that many.

Instead, “the tent of meeting” or “tent of appointment” has a different focus.
It refers to the place where God meets with mankind. Thistermistypically
used in the context of the duties of the priesthood, because God met with
mankind through the office of the priest. Thus, when “tabernacle of meeting”
Isused, it points to the relationship between God and man through the priests.

Now, getting back to the similarities. We saw that the time structure was the
same: seven days, followed by a significant eighth day. Another similarity is
the location. The priests had to stay in the tabernacle of meeting for seven
days. That generally describes the Feast aswell. Y ou know the verses, so we
won'’t turn to them, but God says,

L eviticus 23:42-43 Y ou shall dwell in booths [temporary
dwellings, like the Tabernacle] for seven days. All who are native
|sraelites shall dwell in booths, that your generations may know
that | made the children of Israel dwell in booths when | brought
them out of the land of Egypt: | am the LORD your God.’

While God required the priests to remain in the tabernacle for seven days,
the Feast is not as stringent. It only requires dwelling or residing in
temporary dwellings, not remaining in them, day and night. Even so, the
temporary dwellings are the base of operations to remind us that God made
Israel dwell in booths during their journey.

Another similarity is the basic commanded activity. For the Feast, Leviticus

23 says, “For seven days you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD
" Numbers 29 gives further definition to the offerings for the Feast, and just
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to summarize, the number of offerings during the Feast was tremendous.
Likewise, during the consecration of the priesthood, for seven days, they
offered an offering, made by fire, to the LORD.

A final similarity isthe eating. As we saw, God commands that we eat
before Him at the Feast. Likewise, the priests that were being consecrated
did this literally—they ate in the Tabernacle. In terms of proximity, eating in
the Tabernacleis as close to “before the LORD” as they could get without
being in the Most Holy Place.

To add alittle more to this connection, prior to Leviticus 8, the only
mentions of this Feast are in Exodus 23:16 and Exodus 34:22, but they are
what we could call “minor” mentions, and they use its other name—the Feast
of Ingathering. That'sreally al those mentions are—just that name. The
main and detailed instructions for the Feast of Tabernacles—including that
name—do not come until Leviticus 23, some 15 chapters after the
consecration of the priesthood.

What | draw from that is that not only do the Feast and the consecration
follow the same pattern, but the Feast itself seems to be patterned after the
consecration of the priesthood. Remember that the priests were
representatives of the whole nation, and God'’ s intention was for the whole
nation to be a kingdom of priests. And each year, when the nation kept the
Feast to be reminded of the wilderness journey, they also rehearsed, in type,
the sanctification of the priests. So, in addition to the primary theme of the
wilderness journey and God’s providence, the Feast also appearsto be a
memorial of sanctification.

Taking this one step further, even though we, the spiritual priesthood, have
already been sanctified through God' s actions, this pattern suggests that the
Feast of Tabernaclesis part of our ongoing sanctification as priests aswell.
However, our ongoing sanctification is something we have a part to play in
by what we choose to do this week. As an obvious counterexample, spending
the evening in one of Nashville' s famous honky-tonk bars could result in
several things, but sanctification probably isn’t one of them.

We're going to go back to the eating aspect of the priesthood, and of this
Feast, and of the altar that we have aright to eat from. (If you're not already
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back in Leviticus 8, please turn there.) There are many details in this chapter,
so | will just summarize some of what the priests went through and what
they ate during their seven days of consecration. We will skip the parts about
the washing, the anointing with oil, and the holy garments, but we
understand that all those things have spiritual parallels.

The sacrificing begins in verse 14 and goes through the end of the chapter
(Leviticus 8:14-36). There was a bull for asin offering in verse 14 to cleanse
the priests, followed by one ram for a burnt offering in verse 18 to symbolize
their compl ete dedication to God.

Next was a second ram (verse 22), called the ram of consecration. This one
Isinteresting because it only shows up herein the ordination of the priests.
This offering was atype of the peace offering, which we understand pictures
ameal between God, mankind, and the priest, except here the priests weren't
fully priests yet. Even so, it represents fellowship with God, and a
relationship on good terms because of God's grace. It also implies being
filled and satisfied because of what God provides and does.

But this ram of consecration was not atypical peace offering because its
blood wasn't just sprinkled around the altar. It was ameal, but its blood had
a special purpose. Notice what happens with the blood from the second ram
for the priests:

L eviticus 8:22-24 And he brought the second ram, the ram of
consecration. Then Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head
of the ram, and Moses killed it. Also he took some of its blood and
put it on thetip of Aaron’sright ear, on the thumb of his right hand,
and on the big toe of hisright foot. Then he brought Aaron’s sons.
And Moses put some of the blood on the tips of their right ears, on
the thumbs of their right hands, and on the big toes of their right
feet. And Moses sprinkled the blood all around on the altar.

For us, God does the consecrating, and it is spiritual in nature rather than
involving the blood of an animal. Even so, thisritual shows three areas or
applications for us to be aware of. Remember aso that, as with holiness,
thereisan initial consecration by God, but thereis also alifelong process of
consecration, which we usually call sanctification. So, the three areasin this
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ritual point to areas where God has consecrated, but they are also areas to
pay attention to in our service as priests on an ongoing basis.

First, God consecrates the ear. The ear is how the priest hears the Word of
God, which is afoundational duty. A priest must be tuned into God. God has
consecrated our hearing by drawing us from the world and giving us His
Spirit, which provides spiritual discernment to recognize what is of God and
what is not.

In John 10:27, Jesus says, “My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and
they follow Me.” The metaphors are different, but the implication is the
same. Our ears have been tuned to our Shepherd and High Priest so we can
follow Him. That is available to us while those around us are tuned into the
world instead. Their ears have not been consecrated with the blood of the
ram, which points to Christ.

Y et with this privilege comes a great responsibility, and these days, a great
deal of work. The siren song of the world is becoming more insistent,
reaching us through our phones and watches and earbuds, competing for and
even drowning out the voice of our High Priest. So, thereis an evaluation
point here for us regarding how much we actively seek the voice of our High
Priest versus passively taking in the many voices from the world. We have
been given a priceless gift, but it is up to usto consistently useit.

After God consecrates the hearing, second, He consecrates the thumb. The
thumb is the extremity, and it represents the whole hand. In turn, the hand
represents one' s ability to work, to serve, or to perform priestly duties. The
right hand, especially, symbolizes strength, ability, and skill. The picture that
emerges isthat, with consecration, our abilities and aptitudes are set apart for
divine work and service.

Again, the people of thisworld have not been set apart to serve God the way
we have. It isaprivilege. Through God'’s Spirit, we can serve and sacrifice,
confident that God will fill in the gaps and provide what is needed. Richard
made this point in his Bible study last year on the feeding of the 5,000. God
provides with abundance that we cannot comprehend or anticipate. What He
Is looking for, though, is our willingness to reach out, to lend a hand, and to
be conduits of His outworking. God does the things we are unable to do, but
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Heislooking for effort from us. We must give God something to bless, and
trust that He will give the increase. He has gifted each of usto serve, and our
inclusion in God' s royal priesthood means we have aresponsibility to then
use what He has made available.

Y ou might notice that these areas of the body and our lives follow a
progression. First, God tunes the ear so we can hear Him. This opens the way
for the consecration of our service, which then leads to the third area, which
Isthe big toe. The toe stands for the whole foot. The foot, in turn, represents
walking or standing, or both. Both apply metaphorically in our priestly
service.

What isinteresting is how critical the big toe is to the functioning of the foot.
Without the big toe, both walking and even standing are extremely difficult
because the big toe gives stability. Try walking sometime without letting
your big toes touch the ground. (Not right now please.) It can be done, but
with great difficulty. Running is all but impossible. When the big toeis
missing or injured, it throws off the whole structure and the ability to move.

Getting back to the symbolism, if we arelistening to God’ s voice, and we are
serving, this leads to standing and walking with balance and stability. We
can have a steady, even walk with God and each other. We can follow Him
and walk in Hisways.

Y et without a properly functioning foot, and especially a big toe, people tend
to flail about because they are unbalanced. Their movements are
unpredictable because they lack a dependable base. They may injure other
people with an out-of-control walk because their equilibrium is off.

In this regard, think about what metaphorical crutches we may be using
because we don't feel like we can put our full weight on our consecrated
feet. God' sideal isfor usto stand upright and to walk evenly because of
what He has done. Y et we may be spiritually leaning on other things—other
people or other elements of life under the sun—because we are not yet
making full use of God’ s consecration. Physically, we may need support as
we age. But spiritually, our feet—our base—should be getting steadier and
more dependable.
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Because of what God has done, we can stand with Him, or before Him, with
a sure foundation, and then use this spiritual stability to serve Him and each
other. Such stability and steadiness and reliability are available, but like with
many things, thereis a process of growth to learn how to stand and walk as
He intends.

Drop down to verse 31.

L eviticus 8:31-33 And Moses said to Aaron and his sons, “Boil the
flesh at the door of the tabernacle of meeting, and eat it there with
the bread that isin the basket of consecration offerings, as|
commanded, saying, ‘Aaron and his sons shall eat it.” What
remains of the flesh and of the bread you shall burn with fire. And
you shall not go outside the door of the tabernacle of meeting for
seven days, until the days of your consecration are ended. For
seven days he shall consecrate you.

We skipped over much of what happened with the ram of consecration, but
just to summarize, portions of it were offered to God, and in verse 31, the
priests were commanded to eat it as well. Remember, the ram of
consecration was atype of peace offering. Aaron and his sons are thus
shown in fellowship with God, and unless they were redlly insular, they were
in fellowship with each other. It would be rather silly for them to al be
eating at the same place and yet eating separately. God' s intent was for them
to eat together because they were consecrated together, and that applies to
our fellowship, too.

Verse 31 says that another part of their peace offering meal was unleavened
bread, mentioned in verses 2 and 26. Unleavened bread is a well-known
symbol of Christ. We rehearse that each year in the spring. In John 6, Jesus
Identifies Himself as the bread of life, the living bread, and so forth. He says
that unless we eat of Him, we have no life in us. He is the unleavened bread
of sincerity and truth. And here we find that unleavened bread is a
component of priestly consecration.

But Christ’ sinvolvement is not limited to the unleavened bread. The ram of

consecration, which became the peace offering they shared with God and
each other, also points directly to Christ. Hebrews 10:19-20 says we have
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“boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way
which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, Hisflesh.” The new
and living way was consecrated by His flesh. That’s what we eat of.

Aaron and his sons probably had no ideawhat they were acting out. The
blood that was put on their ears, thumbs, and toes, and the flesh and the
unleavened bread they ate for consecration, all pointed forward to the
Messiah. Thisisall part of the altar, the table, that we have been given the
privilege to eat from that the sons of Aaron do not.

In fact, the wording back there in Hebrews 13:10 tends to hide what we have
been given. It can legitimately be interpreted that we have aclaim on Christ’
slife and sacrifice, and | hasten to add, not because of anything we have
done, but because of our inclusion in His priesthood. We have a claim on the
peace offering and the fellowship it represents. We have aclaim on the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. These things are ours by right. And
yet, like Esau selling his whole birthright for a physical meal, we too can
give up thisclaim in favor of something that seems more desirable in the
present, but which will not last.

The picture is undeniable that continually eating of Christ isfoundational to
our ongoing consecration as God' s priesthood, as well as accepting His
blood for consecration, in addition to accepting it for forgiveness.

There is one more detail we will touch on here. At the end of verse 33, and
going into verse 34, it says, “For seven days he shall consecrate you. As he
has done this day, so the LORD has commanded to do, to make atonement
for you.”

Various scholars, such as Keil and Delitzsch, say that these verses indicate
that the procedure we have looked at, including the blood on the extremities
and the eating, did not just happen the first day. This same ritual was
performed each day for seven days. There were other aspects that we did not
cover, such asasin offering and a burnt offering, being anointed with ail,
and so forth. But the blood was applied each day, and they had their peace
offering with God and each other each day for seven days.
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It is also significant that the word for “consecrate” in verse 33 carries the
meaning of “to fill,” and specificaly, to fill the hand. Each day, the priests
ate the flesh of the ram of filling, and they ate unleavened bread from the
basket of filling. It basically says, “For seven days, he shall fill your hand.”
This consecration consists of being filled with what God has provided—
which we are doing now at the Feast. But being filled by God is not an end
unto itself. The priesthood isfilled by God for the purpose of then serving
Him and His people.

Another thing the peace offering pictures is a person being strengthened.
Even as food strengthens physically, the real strength comes from the
relationship being on good terms—that peace. The strength that comes from
being filled by the meal and the fellowship enables the man to fulfill his
responsibilities.

If the consecration of the priests sets the pattern for this Feast—as it appears
to—it suggests that the focus of thisweek is not the future, but the present.
We are a kingdom of priests—aroyal priesthood—right now. Theritual we
have looked at teaches us how we are equipped and enabled to serve, not just
this week—which is the easy part—but also when we return to our regular
lives, because our priesthood obligation continues then. It is at the core of
our identity. We are filled by what God provides through the life, death, and
High Priesthood of Christ, and our ears, hands, and feet are set apart by His
blood to serve.

But let’ s get back to eating once again. It is difficult to overstate the
importance of eating spiritual food to this priesthood role that God has
graciously placed usinto. Eating is amajor part of this Feast, and as the
royal priesthood, we have the right to eat from God’ s table. Eating
symbolizes taking in and meditating on Christ’s life and words, and then
using them to fuel and direct our lives. Jesus said that His words are spirit
and they are life (John 6:63). Peter picked up on that and told Him, “You
have the words of eternd life.”

The words of the Father and the Son have a quality to them that other words

do not. No other book can change your life for the better than the one in front
of you. It doesn’t matter how many 5-star reviews another book has or the
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credentials of the author. It ssimply lacks the inherent capability that the
Word of God has. And because our ears have been consecrated, we can pick
up on things the world cannot grasp, and then make use of them.

But it'sthat “mak[ing] use of them” that demonstrates our loyalty to our
High Priest. The Scriptures frequently refer to both hearing and doing.
Having knowledge and even understanding will not profit much if they do
not affect what we do with our consecrated hands and feet. The words of life
will be of no effect if they stop at our ears.

Just reading the words is not enough. That’s a great and necessary start, but
we must allow the words to change how we think and how we live. We must
find the application—the wisdom; the principles—so our lives become
conformed to the life of our High Priest.

Throughout the Scriptures, God has alot to say to and about the Levitica
priests, and not all of it is positive. Please turn with me to Malachi 1 aswe
continue to think about our spiritual table and our priestly service:

Malachi 1:6-7 “A son honors his father, and a servant his master.

If then | am the Father, whereis My honor? And if | am a Master,
whereis My reverence? Says the LORD of hosts to you priests who
despise My name. Y et you say, ‘In what way have we despised

Y our name? “You offer defiled food on My altar, but say, ‘In what
way have we defiled You? By saying, ‘ The table of the LORD is
contemptible.’

Malachi 1:12-13 “But you profane it, in that you say, ‘ The table of
the LORD is defiled; and its fruit, its food, is contemptible.” You
also say, ‘Oh, what aweariness!” And you sneer at it,” saysthe L
ORD of hosts. “And you bring the stolen, the lame, and the sick;
thus you bring an offering! Should | accept this from your hand?’
saysthe LORD.

Thiswas given centuries after the consecration in Leviticus 8. It was even
after Judah had been chastened through captivity and then returned to the
Land of Promise. The priesthood at thistime was in a state of decay, and
God’ s controversy has to do with the priests' approach to the offerings. They
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were not giving the best they had, but instead they were doing what they
thought they could get away with. Asit says, they considered God’ s table,
His altar, to be contemptible.

There are things here for us to watch out for because our priesthood is of
greater importance and a higher caliber than the Leviticus priesthood. These
warnings may not apply in their letter since we do not literally cut up
animals and hoist them onto an altar. But where human nature still reignsin
us, this same approach may be found.

The attitude that God takes them to task for is considering His service to be a
weariness or drudgery. Service was a burden and they were tired of it.

Maybe the priests did not say this out loud, but their attitudes and actions
spoke for them, like with the Laodiceans. The picture is of servants who do
not regard it a privilege or a blessing to serve the Creator God. Their
preferences and priorities were geared el sewhere, and service to God and His
people was a burden that was keeping them from having the life they wanted.

Our priesthood responsibility is covered by Christ’s words about denying
ourselves, taking up our cross daily, and following Him (Matthew 10:38-39;
Luke 9:23-24). We have been called to whatever service He sets before us.
There will always be an aspect of self-denial in serving, and therole of a
priest exemplifies that.

The Levitical priests were born into their role. We have a choice asto
whether we enter this priesthood. But once we accept His blood, we aso
accept everything that goes with it, including priesthood responsibilities that
may feel wearisome and a burden if our focusis under the sun.

The priests here also said in some way—perhaps with their conduct, or
maybe just in their minds—that God'’ s table was contemptible. There are two
ways we can apply this. Oneis adespising of what we put onto God'’ s table,
meaning our spiritual sacrifices and offerings. This can happen when we
disconnect what we do from the One to whom we owe our lives. When our
focus and priorities drift from God to material concerns, then our spiritual
sacrifices are not done with the same care, and we begin to give God less
than He is due. We begin to devalue His portion of our livesin favor of what
we want from life.
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A second way we can call God’ s table contemptibleisless obviousin this
chapter, but it fitsinto our overall theme today. After God eats from His
table, He shares with His priests, and they eat from Histable. In this
scenario, calling God'’ s table contemptible means despising or even rejecting
the food—the spiritual food—that He offers to us from this table that hardly
anybody has aright to eat from.

In practical application, this looks like neglecting Bible study, or just going
through the motions without consciously taking in and applying the words of
life that our consecrated ears have been gifted to be able to receive.

Thisis especialy challenging today, when there is an all-out assault on our
attention from the time we wake up until we go to sleep. Today, the word of
God must compete with best-sellers and podcasts and feeds and more
channels and information sources than can be counted. But none of those
things will yield the abundant life that only comes from the Good Shepherd.
He tells us not to strive for the food that perishes, but for the food which
endures to everlasting life, which He will give us.

S0, it’ sworth contemplating how often God' s word loses this competition in
the arena of our lives. Without prioritizing God' s table and His life-giving
food, we ssimply won't have the spiritual strength and energy to steadily walk
the narrow and difficult way that leads to life.

This matter of rejecting what God has graciously offered is so serious that
Paul addresses it with one of the strongest warnings in the whole Book—and
he does so with the language of tasting, of eating. He saysin Hebrews 6,

Hebrews 6:4-6 For it isimpossible for those who were once
enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become
partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God
and the powers of the age to come, if they fall away, to renew them
again to repentance. . .

To taste these things—to be fed by them—and then to choose something else

Isto call God's table contemptible. Without being fueled by God from His
table, the predictable result isfalling away, for which there is no repentance.
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| mentioned near the beginning that there are very few direct New Testament
Instructions regarding our priesthood. Even so, after what we have seen
today, | believe we can find allusions to priestly things.

For example, near the beginning of Christ’s Sermon on the Mount, He
declares, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall befilled.” That fits with what we have looked at today. As Hisroyal
priesthood, He is more than willing to fill us. The Levitical priests had their
hands filled from God’ s table, and they ate, but our High Priest will fill our
lives, so we are satisfied and strengthened through our communion with
Him. To have that is to be blessed indeed.

But the question for usis what we truly hunger for. What our hearts truly
desire iswhat we will pursue—either the food that perishes, or the food that
endures and leads to everlasting life, which only comes from our High Priest
and His table.
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