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Among the accolades men shower on great leaders, perhaps the most honorable is "father of his 
country." Here in America, we have designated several famous Revolutionary War-era figures as 
"Founding Fathers," but there is virtually no argument that one of them, George Washington, stands 
in a place of honor by himself. Other nations pay tribute to various key leaders in their histories in a 
similar way, men like Turkey's Ataturk, India's Gandhi, China's Mao, North Korea's Ho Chi Minh—
even more ancient figures such as Cicero and a few of the Caesars held this title. Perhaps more than 
them all, Simón Bolívar can be considered the father of  modern nations: Venezuela, Colombia, six
Ecuador, Peru, Panama, and Bolivia.

The Bible also designates certain men as fathers of nations, but it intends us to take this title literally: 
These men were actually progenitors of families that grew to become nations. Perhaps Abraham is 
the best known of these men. When God first revealed Himself to the patriarch, He prophesied, "I 
will make you a great nation" (Genesis 12:2), and later, in making the covenant with him, God 
expanded His promise, saying, "No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations" (Genesis 17:5).

Later, when Jacob blessed the two sons of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, he prophesied of their 
descendants becoming nations: "[Manasseh] also shall become a people, and he also shall be great; 
but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his descendants shall become a multitude 
of nations" (Genesis 48:19). In the next chapter, Jacob's prophecy to his sons concerns itself with 
predictions of "what shall befall" the tribes of Israel—families grown into nations— "in the last days" 
(Genesis 49:1).

As Part One showed, Esau was prophesied to become the father of a nation too. God told Rebekah, 
when her unborn sons wrestled within her, "Two nations are in your womb, two peoples shall be 
separated from your body; one people shall be stronger than the other, and the older shall serve the 
younger" (Genesis 25:23). Esau, being the firstborn, became the progenitor of the weaker, 
subservient people, known to history as the Edomites.

Psalm 83

The nations listed in Psalm 83:5-8 comprise a fairly complete rundown of the ancient enemies of 
Israel, and Edom, the descendants of Esau, is given primacy of place. After Edom come the usual 
suspects: the Ishmaelites, Moab, the Hagarites, Gebal, Ammon, Amalek, Philistia, and Tyre; and 
Assyria joins them, specifically helping the children of Lot.

Descendants of Esau actually appear three times on this list, as Amalek (see Genesis 36:12) and 
Gebal (here, a region of Idumea, often confused with the Phoenician city of Gebal or Byblos) are 
tribes that became distinguished from the bulk of the Edomites. Evidently, these tribes struck out on 
their own and eventually established their own identities. Amalek, in particular, was a thorn in 
Israel's side, as we will see.
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Bible history, from about Genesis 16 on, records that all of these nations rose up against Israel and 
Judah perpetually. Only very rarely did they ally with Israel for any length of time, and when they 
did, it was usually because they faced an even stronger, more dreaded enemy. It seems that Israel had 
peace from them only when they were conquered and put under tribute.

The only major nations missing from this list of Israel's persistent enemies are Egypt and Babylon. 
There may be several reasons for their omission. First, the context speaks of a particular historical 
"confederacy" against Israel, and Egypt and Babylon may not have been part of it. Second, as major 
powers in the region, Egypt and Babylon were generally unconcerned about Israel, or at least did not 
posses the visceral hatred of God's people that these other nations did. Third, the peoples that are 
mentioned were either ethnically related to Israel or lived in close proximity to her, while Egypt and 
Babylon are not related to Israel and inhabited distant realms.

Finally, as a prophecy of the last days, Psalm 83 may not consider Egypt and Babylon to represent 
the physical peoples that they did anciently. In fact, a physical Babylon does not seem to exist in the 
end time; the ancient city lies in ruins for tourists in Iraq to behold. If Egypt, a modern Arab nation, 
is contemplated in the prophecy, it may be included under the Hagarites, as Hagar, mother of 
Ishmael, was an Egyptian (Genesis 16:1). In addition, Ishmael's wife was also Egyptian (Genesis 21:
21), making the Ishmaelites three-quarters Egyptian.

Nevertheless, all of these different peoples—Edom, Ishmael, Amalek, Moab, Ammon, Philistia, 
Tyre, and Assyria—are among the major players in the Middle East today. These are peoples from 
whom the Jihadists and the Islamic fundamentalists hail, making up what is known as the "Arab" or 
"Muslim world." Today, these people inhabit the nations of Lebanon, Syria, Turkey, Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia, Yemen, United Arab Emirates, Jordan, Egypt, Libya, Sudan, Morocco, Tunisia, etc., and the 
pseudo-nation of Palestine.

Psalm 83 lists a group of peoples—a confederacy—whose main enemy is Israel. Today, there exists a 
worldwide jihad against the West, particularly aimed at the "Great Satan," the United States, and the 
despised Jews, the State of Israel. The physical descendants of ancient Israel—the English-speaking 
peoples, the democracies of Northwest Europe, and the Jewish Diaspora—are the standard-bearers of 
Western civilization. The same players are still in the game!

Who has initiated the conflict over these last several years? For the most part, Islamist or 
fundamentalist Arabs have been the aggressors. The terrorists have mainly come from Saudi Arabia, 
Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Egypt, North Africa, Iraq, etc.—that is, Arab nations. The 
philosophical or religious underpinnings for these attacks have their source in the virulent and violent 
anti-Western teachings of Wahhabism (spread from Saudi Arabia), militant pan-Arab socialism 
(cultivated by despots in Palestine, Syria, Iraq, Egypt, etc.), and anti-Semitism (practiced 
hypocritically by a majority of Arabs, who are themselves Semitic peoples, descendants of Abraham).

Where have most of the attacks taken place? Although many of them have occurred in the Middle 
East, they have been predominantly against Western interests. Terror organizations have targeted 
Western people, planes, helicopters, ships, homes, shops, hotels, and embassies—anything Western 
seems to be fair game to them.

For example, the bombing in Beirut against a U.S. military installation in 1983 killed hundreds of 
Marines in their barracks, and jihadists attacked the U.S. mainland on September 11, 2001. The State 
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of Israel, of course, has endured a heavy share of the militant Islamic violence since its founding in 
1948. More recently, Britain, Australia, France, the Netherlands, Denmark, and other predominantly 
Israelite nations have also suffered terrorist atrocities. This in no way discounts the terrorism that has 
also struck non-Israelite but Western nations like Spain and Italy.

Putting Psalm 83 together with what we know about these nations' ancestries and with what we see 
on the evening news, these prophecies are coming to pass before our eyes!

Genesis 36

As mentioned, Edom heads the list of Israel's enemies in Psalm 83. From the days of Esau himself, a 
burning hatred of Israel has been nourished among the Edomites. God says through the prophet 
Amos, "For three transgressions of Edom, and for four, I will not turn away its punishment, because 
he pursued his brother with the sword and cast off all pity; his anger tore perpetually, and he kept his 
wrath forever" (Amos 1:11). If any people would form and lead a confederacy against the Israelites, 
it would be Edom.

As the man Esau matured, married, and had children, he made critical alliances with surrounding 
peoples, recorded in Genesis 36. In writing this book of beginnings, Moses took the effort to include 
an entire chapter on the Edomites alone. He was careful to include specific details about who was 
born to whom and who ruled this or that area. In addition, he reminds the reader several times of his 
subject:

» Verse 1: "This is the genealogy of Esau, who is Edom."

» Verse 8: "Esau is Edom."

» Verse 19: ". . . Esau, who is Edom. . . ."

» Verse 43: "Esau was the father of the Edomites."

When God repeats Himself, He is usually trying to convey an important matter. He is reminding 
Israel not to forget that the Edomites have their source in Esau. To deal with them correctly, the 
Israelites would have to know who the Edomites were and be prepared for their predictable and 
incessant attacks—and consciously or not, the Edomites never have stopped trying to win back what 
Esau lost to Jacob! Further, we today will readily recognize them by the biblical clues recorded about 
their forefather.

In introducing the family of Esau, Moses includes the names and derivations of Esau's wives: "Esau 
took his wives from the daughters of Canaan: Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite; Aholibamah the 
daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite; and Basemath, Ishmael's daughter, sister of 
Nebajoth" (Genesis 36:2-3). Esau bound himself by marriage to the Hittites, the Hivites—both 
Canaanite tribes—and the Ishmaelites.

The Hittites, descended from Heth, son of Canaan, were, by far, the strongest and biggest of these 
tribes, possessing a huge empire that stretched from Asia Minor to Palestine, with its capital in what 
is today central Turkey. The "Land of Hatti" was the major empire of Abraham's time, having the 
commercial, cultural, and military power to influence the entire Levant.
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The Hivites were a related but less numerous people living in the land of Canaan. They may be those 
whom the Bible calls elsewhere "Horites" and whom history terms "Hurrians," a people centered in 
northern Mesopotamia, who had once been a dominant people in the region. In Esau's time, they 
seem to have had several strongholds in central Canaan, including Shechem. Deuteronomy 2:12, 22 
records that the Edomites destroyed and perhaps absorbed a branch of Horites living in Seir, taking 
their land for themselves.

It is now clear how close the ties were between the Edomites, the Hittites, the Hivites, and the 
Ishmaelites. They were all related by marriage and blood!

We find another blood-connection in Genesis 36:11-12: "And the sons of Eliphaz were Teman, 
Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. Now Timna was the concubine of Eliphaz, Esau's son, and she 
bore Amalek to Eliphaz. These were the sons of Adah, Esau's wife." The Amalekites, descended 
from Amalek, a grandson of Esau, fall naturally into the anti-Israel alliance. Verse 16 mentions that 
Amalek became a chief among the Edomites. Although the son of a concubine, he nonetheless 
became head of a significant tribe, which in later times distinguished itself as a ruthless enemy of 
Israel.

Notice, too, that Teman, since he is listed first, is probably the firstborn son of Eliphaz, who is the 
firstborn son of Esau. Teman's name became attached to the central part of Edomite territory, where 
he and his clan evidently settled. A city by the name of Teman existed not far from Petra. Habakkuk 
3:3 shows the area of Teman in parallel with Mount Paran, which some consider to be a poetic 
reference to Mount Sinai, but it more likely refers to Mount Seir in central Edom. It is helpful to 
remember that some of the prophecies concerning Esau use Teman as an alternative name for Edom.

Amalek

Though Esau himself was full of bitter hatred, and Ishmael is described as a wild man, Amalek seems 
to have been the worst of the Edomite-related peoples. The Bible records that even God has a special 
enmity for Amalek, saying in Exodus 17:16, "Because the Lord has sworn: the Lord will have war 
with Amalek from generation to generation." What is it about the Amalekites that turns God against 
them?

The story begins as the Israelites are fleeing from Egypt, having just crossed the Red Sea, as Exodus 
17:8 chronicles, "Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim." Evidently, the Amalekites 
had heard of Egypt's total defeat at the Red Sea and decided to take advantage of its usually more 
powerful neighbor's weakness. Between them and their prize, however, walked a strung out line of 
Israelite wanderers, who seemed to be, not only laden with Egyptian loot, but also easy pickings.

Deuteronomy 25:17-18 fills out the story: "Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as you 
were coming out of Egypt, how he met you on the way and attacked your rear ranks, all the stragglers 
at your rear, when you were tired and weary; and he did not fear God." The Amalekites, not daring to 
take on the main host of Israel attacked the tail end of the line, where the slow and weak plodded 
along. Yet, as Moses notes, the Amalekites did not include God in their calculations.

Moses commanded Joshua to select men to fight, and the Israelites met the Amalekites in battle. The 
result of this seesaw fight appears in Exodus 17:13-16:



All About Edom (Part Two) by Richard T. Ritenbaugh (https://www.cgg.org)

Page  of 5 5

So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. Then the Lord 
said to Moses, "Write this for a memorial in the book and recount it in the hearing of 
Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven." And 
Moses built an altar and called its name, The-Lord-Is-My-Banner; for he said, "Because 
the Lord has sworn: the Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to generation."

Forty years later, when Israel is about to cross over Jordan, God reminds Israel of Amalek's 
perfidious act and charges them:

Therefore it shall be, when the Lord your God has given you rest from your enemies all 
around, in the land which the Lord your God is giving you to possess as an inheritance, 
that you will blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. You shall not 
forget. (Deuteronomy 25:19)

The Amalekites appear again in the well-known episode in which God instructed King Saul to carry 
out this command:

Thus says the Lord of hosts: "I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he 
ambushed him on the way when he came up from Egypt. Now go and attack Amalek, 
and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and 
woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey." (I Samuel 15:2-3)

However, despite winning the battle, Saul did not follow God's instructions completely: "But Saul 
and the people spared Agag [king of the Amalekites] and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, 
the lambs, and all that was good, and were unwilling to destroy them. But everything despised and 
worthless, that they utterly destroyed" (verse 9). God sent the prophet Samuel to tell Saul that He had 
rejected him as king, as well as to execute Agag.

Obviously, some Amalekites escaped Saul's army. Five centuries later, as recorded in the story of 
Esther, an evil man named Haman plotted genocide against the Jews in Persia during the reign of 
Xerxes. Haman was "the son of Hammedatha the Agagite" (Esther 3:1), probably directly descended 
from the Amalekite king Samuel killed.

These accounts relate the sort of trickery, terrorism, and underhandedness that the Amalekites seem 
to use perpetually. One can only conclude that these tactics are passed from generation to generation, 
becoming a hereditary trait. God has recorded these episodes to indicate to us how Amalek 
historically treats Israel. If a confederacy is formed against Israel, the Amalekites will be a part of it, 
and they will be eager to use any means to bring her down.

Other prophecies about Esau appear in Numbers 24:18; Isaiah 21:11-12; 34:5-7; Jeremiah 49:7-22; 
Lamentations 4:21-22; Ezekiel 25:12-14; 35:1-15; Daniel 11:41; Joel 3:19; and Malachi 1:2-5. The 
book of Obadiah contains the longest continuous prophecy against Edom, which will be covered in 
Parts Three and Four. From these different perspectives, God gives His people a complete picture of 
the Edomites: what they have done and will do in the end time, and what punishment they will 
receive for what they have done.


